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[The following Statement was drafted and in type] 
previous to the introduction of the University Education] 
(Ireland) Bill. The Committee'consider that neither the 
Bill nor Mr. Gladstone's speech introducing it renders 
the publication of their Statement unnecessary. 

A brief note as to some of the more important pro- 
visions of the Bill will be found in a postscript at page 
25.] 



STATEMENT. 



University in Ireland was founded and 
orporated by Royal Charter dated the 3rd day of Sep- 
iber, 1S50. It was established for the purpose of con- 
ring degrees in Arts, Medicine, and Law on. the students 
ilie three Queen's Colleges of Belfast, Cork, and Qal- 
y, which had been opened in the latter part of Hie 
|rl849. 

Cheobject of Parliamentin the foundation of the Colleges 

J. the University was to advance learning amongst all 

ases of Her Majesty's subjects in Ireland upon equal 

'^s, and incidentally to promote peace and friendship 

nongst them. 

gSVhen the University had been in operation for fourteen 
trs, and the Graduates had increased in numbers, an 
^ijlication was made by them to Her Majesty's Govern- 
iit for some changes in the Charter of the University, 
-J the result was, that the present charter of the 
^liversity was granted, which beai-s date the 8th day of 
'tober, 1864. By it the Convocation of the Univereity 
B established, consisting of the Senate, Secretary, Pro- 
sors, and Registered Graduates of two years' standing. 
,e of the rights conferred by the Charter upon Convoca- 
ti was, '■ the power of discussing any matter whatsoever 
ating to the University, and of declaring the opinion 
Convocation on any such matters." The first meeting 
Convocation was held on the 12th October, 18f)6, and 
Brehave been several meetings since,at the last of which, 
Id on the ilth October, 1872, the following resolution 
i« passed : — 

' That it be au inetiiiotion to the Annual Committee to take eucb 
pB as they may think best for ooUecting and arranging statistica an<J 
ts bearing on the Iriah TTniverBity Eduoatioa Queetioa, and putting 
i' Subject in a proper form before Partiainent." 

The Annual Committee of Convocation have accordingly 
opted the following statement, and have collected and 
iuted in the Appendix several documents which, a.'^i^^s 
them to have an important bearing oa \i\e c^e.'^'Cv'OTi. -^ 
eb University Eclvca.tion. 



Action of the Graduates of the Queen's University on 

Question. 

sutement On the 6tli day of December, 1865, and while the 

^utwin J®^* ^^ certain then intended modifications of the syi 

1866. of university education in Ireland, which resulted in i 

is known as " the Supplemental Charter " was being 

cussed, a meeting of the Graduates of the University 

held in Belfast, at which a statement was adoptee 

pressing the opinion of the Graduates on the anticip 

changes which were then undefined, but were rega 

with apprehension by many. 

Printed in That statement was sent forward to Her Maje 

p^ffitoentwy^ ^^^®^^^®^*^ ^^^ ^^ Subsequently printed with ( 

year 1866. documeuts relating to National and University Educi 

in Ireland in Parliamentary Paper No. 84 of the 

1866, and as it may therefore be considered as a pi 

document, and as the facts and arguments therein 

forward will bear repetition, the Committee of < 

lUprinted in vocation, instead of repeating its contents in detail, 1 

-^PP*^^* for the sake of convenience, reprinted it in the Appe 

Contente of the ^®^®*^ at page 29. The main subjects dealt with in 

Statement. statement are as follows : — A sketch of public educ£ 

in Ireland from the year 1791 to the publication of 

statement showing the opinions of the various Commii 

that were appointed to examine the educational wan 

the country ; the action taken by the Legislature in 

sequence of the expression of those opinions ; the his 

of the foundation of the Queen's Colleges, and the opii 

of the leading statesmen of the period, including Sir Jj 

Graham, Sir Thomas Wyse, the late Sir Robert '. 

Lord Palmerston and Mr. SheiL It shows the su< 

that had attended National Education both in the sc 

and university up to that time, and that there were 

any valid reasons for changing the policy previc 

adopted by the Legislature, by introducing sectaria 

into the pTational University system of Ireland. 

Adopted by the Committee of Convocation fiiUy adopting this staten 

Committee, i^^g to refer to it as a paper which will repay a ca 

perusaL 

Qnmt of the After the date of the publication of the statemer 

ChS^fn *** ferred to, and apparently as the result of certain neg 

1866. tions that were at the time pending between Sir Ge 

Orejr, on the part of Her Majesty's Government, anc 

/r/sh Jloman Catholic Prelates, tlie S\i^^\«vx\ew\,?i\. < 




^ was granted to the Queen's University in 

the 25th day of June, 186G, and aix new members 

n-e appointed on the Senate by a Patent dated the 
^ih day of June 1866. This Supplemental Charter 
^js accepted by the Senate by a majority *f two (the 

tjority including all the newly-appointed members), butit 
■4s strongly opposed by an influential minority of the 
?aiate, and at the first meeting of the Convocation of the 
"tiiversity held a few days subsequently, and largely atten- 
W by Graduates from all parts of Ireland, a resolution 
'"stile to the Charter was adopted without a division. 

ae Senate nevertheless persisted in acting on the Charter, 
^cl thereupon proceedings were successfully taken in the 
■^urt of Chaneeiy in Ireland by some of the Graduates. 
h.e practical result of these proceedings was to n ullif y 
e Supplemental Charter, 

nf this experiment had been successful the charactei 
, the Queen's University in Ireland would have been 
^entially changed. It had been founded for the purpose 
- giving degrees to the students who had pursued regular 
Viraes of study in Colleges open to the youth of Ireland, 
.thout religious distinction ; but under this Charter the 
mate would have been enabled to affiliate with the 
ational University system of the country Denomina- 
>nal Colleges, and also, at their discretion, to grant 
^ees on mere examination, without any collegiate 
lining. 



Chancerr. 
Chnnges whid 



Action of the Roman Catholic Prelates of Ireland. 

In any discussion of the subject of Irish education it How the qm 
icomea necessary to recognise and deal with the fact, that rX^*^ 
e objections raised by the Roman Catholic Prelates of 
eland to the existing system of University Education to 
great degree created the Question now to be submitted 
the Legislature, and it is therefore necessary to show 
-e position assumed by them from time to time in their 
'mmunicationa with the Government, in relation to their 



1 gnevances. 
On the 14th January, 1866, Cardinal Cullen wrote to Letmrot 
le Home Secretary, forwarding two letters or memorials f;*Jhe''HOT''i3 
I Primary and Univer.sity Education, on the part o£aws*j»ri, i 
le 29 Archbishops and Bishops in. IteXtiGA, Vto'6.e-Ci»s&^'*:>^^-;^'^»» 
©re attached. The Committee consideT toa\eV^t -al ^^t^^^^: 
iie£i imporixmce on account oi t\\e TvuTcfceT toA'^^^^P-^ 



•6 



can 

i'sl 



of ih6 signatories, that although it is printed in the Pa 
inentary paper above referred to, they have reprintete r 
fully in the Appendix (see page 42). jin 

The argiitnerits of the Prelates in that letter appe 
be principally based upon the injustice to Eoman Ca 
Endowment lies of their tliiiversity not having a distinct endowm< 
jieir object ^^^ ^^^^ appear to attach little, if any, weight to 

iillegation now sometimes put forward in very high q 
ters, that certain classes of Irishmen are subject to a 
disability on account of their not being able to obtain 
Irish University degree, if trained in a Denominatioi 
College. After referring to the injustice and inequaF" 
involved in leaving Trinity College, with its immel^f 
wealth and influence in Protestant hands and for I|!^ 
testant Education, and in leaving the Queen's Colleg 
they are, largely subsidized by the State for State Ed 
tion, while at the same time Catholics who are taxed f^ 
the support of the Queen's Colleges have further to 
them^^ves for the support of the uatholic University, 
Prelates make the following statement, which co 
from the source it does, is most important :_ 

' "TVithQut an endowment, the proposal of the Government 
con&r but little^ if any, substantial benefit upon our Catholic XJi 
rity ; for degrees can be obtained through the London University, 
property can be acquired and transmitted without a Charter by ava 
of <)^6rtam legal expedients, .Wi^out rehaErranging the Queen's Col 
•on thie principles of the denominational system, so as to meet the 
Bcientious objections of Catholics, much of the evils and injustice of wl 
Catholics complain will remain imredressed. These Colleges will ( 
tinue to be, what they are, a figdlure as regards the purpose for wl 
they were originally intended — ^the Education principally, though ij 
cxclusiyelyy -of Catiiolics — and a failure costing the public £24^ i 
per. annum. Xhay will continue to hold out their scholarships, pi 
&c., as so many biibes to Catholic yo\mg men to induce them to be( 
disobedi^t chHdren of their own Church ; and they will continue to] 
H standing cause of distmion between the Catholic Bishops of 
and the Govermnent of the country, which policy, not to speak of 
other consideration^ would put an end to. With our Catholic XJni^ 
sity unendowed, and with other imiversity arrangements still hosti] 
us, the proposal of the Government could not, we respectfully repeat 
regarded as satisfactory to the Catholics of Ireland." — (Farliame\ 
paper 84 of the year 1866.^ 

Reply of Home In the reply to this memorial, addressed to Ci 
p«LjI^,oi Cullen, on the 30th January, 1866, by Sir George Gi 
ytnr i86e.' there is contained the following passage : — 

'' With regajird to the general quoijtion oi "Cntvemty "^ucaXivoii, 

ever difference of opinion may exist as tot\ie ByBktem.Qi e^\3Lea\ivfi.TL\xx^ 

<ifueeii'/3 CollegoB, and the results which Va^e «A.\«u^^^ ^V^Vc io>w3A^^ 



i tto doubt that those Cdleges were.ofll _, 

I'a University was aiibaequently founded, with the. aincei'o desire, 

te real object on the pai-t of the Government, of affoi-ding to idl 

I in Ireland higher or University education on eqiial terms. 

er Majesty's Government are still of opinion that the principle 

H^hich tho§e Colleges were founded, namely, that of offering such. 

ication in common to the Protestant and Roman Ca4iholic youth 

land, i3 a sound one, and they are unable to concur in the belief 

ised in the memorial, that theae Colleges have been a aignal failure. Queen'a 

bey have, therefore, no intention of pi-opoaing any alteration in the Colleges not k 

pie on which those Colleges are conducted."— /Pffr^. papvr 84, of the '"''"^ 

866.) 

r George Grey furtlier stated tliat Her Majesty's 
jrnment " freely admit the fact that a large num- 
of persons in Ireland entertaiu a conscientious objec- 

to the principle on which the Colleges were estab- 
d, and to the mixed system of education adopted in 
1, neither are they insensible to the disadvantages to 
h such pereons are exposed if they aspire to a liberal 
JssioD, by their inabihty to obtain a degree from any 
p'ersity in Ireland unless they connect themselves 

Trinity College, Dublui, or with one or other of the 
in's Colleges," and for the purpose of relieving such 
ans from these disadvantages, and to place them o-n ^^'^'J"' °^ 
qual footing with their fellow-subjects in Ireland, he venitj- charttt 
osed the revision of the Charter of the Queen's Uni- p"p™^ 
ity. 

rem the reply of Cardinal Cullen, dated the 1 1th DissaaafncUon 
ruary, 1866, it is clear that the Irish Prelates were "' *'''^ ^^*^ 

',. - -_._. LeiKT or Car- 

lo means satisned with the proposed measure, xiis dinni Cniien. 

nencesays:- rS.'- "' "' 

laviug communicated your reply to those Prelates, I regret to say 
;hey are all of opinion that the premises held out to them in that 
aent are far ft'om corresponding to the hope which they had enter- 
1 that the present Government, so liberal and enlightened, would 
taken some efiective step to place them and their dock on a footing 
iftlity with their fellow suhjects of other religious denominations in 
dto education. " — Pari, paper 84, qflhe year 1866. 

tie result of the foregoing correspondence was the P")"" 

itmg of the Supplemental Charter already mentioned. *"""' 

costs of the Chancery proceedings, which successfully ^jjppJ' 

Ited in the defeat of the Supplemental Charter, 

unted to more than XI, 200, and were paid out of a 

[ amounting to nearly X3,000 raised for the purposes 

le suit by public subscnption. 

},the end of the year 1867, after tkie ialvVwti o1 'Oaa\^v^T.j^ 

elemental Charter scheme, ArcWiistov Vea^ft^ wx^i-'t^S^^ 

jj^Tiy were deputed by tl\e Iria'Vv Qa^^^^S^g^^ 
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Pari p. 288, 
of year 1868. 



Letter of 
Prelates to 
Lord Mayo, 
81st Bfarch, 
1868. 

ParL p. 288, of 
1868. 
Appendix, 
page 50. 



Lord Mayo*s 

reply. 

Pari. p. 288, of 

1868. 

Appendix, 

page 57. 



Prelates letter 

to Lord Mayo, 

16th June, 

1868. 

Pari. p. 880, of 

1868. 

Appendix, 

page 58. 



bishops and Bishops, as appears from a letter add 
hy them to the late Earl of Derby, a copy of whi< 
the 23rd October, 1867, was enclosed to Xord Ma^o^ 
enter into communication with Her MajestVs Goi 
ment, and to apply, in their name, for a Chartei 
endowment of the Catholic University, as well 
such ulterior concessions as shall place the Catholil 
Ireland on a footing of perfect equality with their fij 
subjects of other denominations, as regards Acadc 
Education," 

After certain negotiations between Lord May( 
behalf of Her Majesty's Government and the two 
lates, a letter, dated the 31st March, 1868, was 
by them to Lord Mayo, after a lengthened interview^ 
Lord Malmesbury and Lord Mayo at the Irish OflS< 
which they agreed to put their opinions in writing, 
letter is printed in the Appendix at page 50, and the 
mittee beg to refer to it as showing the nature of 
claims put forward on the part of the Prelates. 

On the 11th May, 1868, Lord Mayo, who, in 
course of the communications, had admitted on the 
of the Government, that a just claim existed for 
creation of a University of a Denominational chara 
which should, as far as circumstances would admit, si 
in the same position to Eoman Catholics that Tri 
College did to Protestants, wrote to Archbishop Leah 
inform him that the recommendations contained in 
letter of the Prelates could not be entertained. 

This letter will be found in the Appendix at page 

It does not distinctly appear how far the proposit 
made by the Prelates, as put forward by them on I 
31st March, 1868, might have been modified, as i| 
subsequent letter from Archbishop Leahy to Lord 
dated the 16th June, 1868 (printed in the appendix 
page 58), it is stated that the Prelates did not reg 
their communication as final ; but it was so regarded 
Lord Mayo, as appears by his letter to Archbishop LejJ 
dated the 30th June, 1868, in which, amongst other thiJ 
with reference to the negotiations that had taken pli 
he states : — 



Lord Mayo*8 *' The questions as to which differences arose involved matters of 

?JPY* qj.^ - highest principle. Speaking on behalf of the Boman Catholic Prel 

.i^&^* '° of Ireland, jou laid, down in, the clearest manner the maxims on 

Appendix, Buhject of University Education, wlaicih. you ^BSvOieteA. Ki<e^^<s»dx^ iQi\ 

safetjr of the faitb and morals of the youtiSi oi ^e oowiafcrj:' 



pjfgvSO, 




circumstances referred to in his letter, 
ii.ch will be found in tJie Appendix at page 60, Lord Negoti«tiom 
.jfo informed the Archbishop that it was not the inten- ^'"^^"^ "*' 
3* of Her Majesty's Government to take any further 
litB in the matter. 

Jearing in mind that Lord Mayo, in the course of the 
olDtiatious, was prepared to consede the principle of a 

9ominational University, though in a very guarded oifficnitj o( 
[^, it is not easy to see how negotiations are to be ^^^i^e »rtui 

ducted by those who are not prepared to admit that 
rilciple in such a way aa to permanently satisfy the 
i^y in Ireland who have declared in favour of Denomina- 
Aalism. 

^e policy of having National Education in L*eland 
iowed on. a Denominational basis, so clearly indicated 

the foregoing correspondence, has been persistently 

intained. A meeting of the Irish Roman Catholic RHoimiona m 
ilates was held at the College of St. Patrick, ^^y-l{f"^i^j„ 
»irh, on the 18th of August, 1869, under the presidency laea. 
■ Cardinal Cullen, when a series of resolutions was^^^g^ 
wiimously adopted, which are printed fully in the 
^endix (see page 62). Another meeting of the Roman 
feiolic Prelateswas held in the Presbytery, Marlborough- EesointiDna oi 
aet, Dublin, on the 17th October, 1871, under the i^i".**"" 
eidency of Cardinal Cullen, when a further series of -^pp*"^^ 
blutions, embodying their determination to entirely ^^^ 
>ose what they describe as "Godless" Education, was 
»pted. These resolutions will be found in the Appen- 
- at page 64. 
Che Committee of Convocation consider that the series 

resolutions refeiTed to conclusively prove that the 
ence of the claim insisted on by the Roman Catholic 
elates is endowment for Denominational University 
Ucation in Ireland, and either a reconstruction of the 
'sent arrangements on Denominational principles, or EncioHmeat 
' means of destroying by "instalments" the system ""*" "''^*"- 
United University Education in Ireland. 
The Committee have no wish to express anything else 
m respect for the earnestness and consistency displayed 

the present Prelates of the Roman Catholic Church 
;heir opposition to the Queen's Univeisity and Colleges. 
ey are indeed aware that many of the predecessors ofi^^^"" 
! present Prelates entertained very differeu^, o^^^'^^^^:^^*'**^,- 
r example, the late Most Rev. ArcYibishop CxoVg ."^.o'WlMv^U^^ 
iboiui-Primate of Ireland, wko at first cQifiSftisis**^'^'^^ 
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Queen^s College system dangerous to the faith and 
ef the youth of Ireland, and who in consequence sun 
a meeting of the Irish Roman Catholic Prelates, 
21st May, 1845, was subsequently satisfied wi 
amendments made in the Queen's Colleges Bil 
passing tlu-ough the House of Commons. This j 
from the f(dlo wing extract from a speech delivered 
m August, 1845 : — 

. *^ "Wlien the Bill for establishing the Provincial Colleges first 
appearance, I entertained serious apprehensions, respecting the 
of the students, who appeared to be left without any moral sup 
enoe — subject to their own inclinations and propensities, at a 
life the most critical when the passions are most violent and di 
Under that impression I called a meeting of the Catholic Prel; 
were willing and ready to co-operate on fair and reasonal 
witii the Government. We discussed the provisions of the I 
after mature deliberation, we went to the Lord Lieutenant, a 
sented our objections and the amendments we deemed advisal 
Lord Lieutenant received the memorial, and foi'warded the st£ 
case to the Grovemment, who made such amendments as were c 
to afford general satisfaction. By the Bill, as it stands at pi 
pupil could be received into any of the new Colleges, unless 
lodge with his parents, a relative, a guardian, or in a house full^ 
by the President of the College, for the very purpose of protectin 
rality. Besides, the Bill gives full power to have chaplains of everj 
p^trsaiEision, duly appointed for ihe purpose of superintending i 
oonduot of the students, and giving ijiem proper moral insti 
such hours aa will not interfere with their scientific studies. T 
the most important point in the measure, and one to which m* 
tions were urged at the outset, I am determined, as far as I am c( 
to give our iRovincial Colleges a fair triaL" 

Letter of Arch- On the samc point the Committee refer to a 

aJ^^T*^" Minted in the appendix at page 65, from the lat( 

page 66. ' bishop MiUTay, a venerate member of the Irish 

G&tliolic Hierarchy, which of itself ought to be su 

to; moderate the violence of language not unfrec 

indulged in with respect to the Queen's Colleges ; 

a proof of the regret with which, by many of the 

and laity of the Roman Catholic Church, the a( 

the majority of tlie Irish Roman CathpUc Prelates 

Synod of Thurles, supported by the Pontifical aui 

was regarded, the Committee refer to a publisbec 

cjorrespondence spoudonce which took placc between Mr. Corba 

with A^h^"^* ^'^^ Most Rev. Archbishop Murray, which will be 

bishop Mnrraj. if\ tlt^^o appendix at p^ige 66. 

^^^^ . But notwithstanding the arguments that mi] 

founded on the foregoing expreaaiona of o^\Bio\i of 

J^rj^Jfiiea, the Committee are ready A|0 ^^^^^ ^'^'^ 
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3 of Catholicism now intrtisted to the charge of the 

:ig Roman Catholic Episcopate, must bSe judged of and 

nined on by them on their own sense of their duty. 

o riespect which they may entertain for the action of 

::isting Prelates, can allow the Committee to forget 

lie claim made by the Bishops, and those who may 

i,thize with them, whether CaiJiolics or Protestants, 

ats to nothing. less than this, that the authority of citimof 

hurch must be supreme in not' only the private but the chwch 

iblic education of all classes of the people* With ^f" controiau 

1*1 , /•J Ti* T Education. 

Laim, by whomsoever preferred and howsoever dis- 
l, the Committee take issue ; and they maintain that 
public National Education, whether in the school^ Committee 
3 university, the authority of the State should be *S^d*^„^troi* 
oae, and that in the exercise of that authority, it is aii national 
rst duty of the State to take care that every educa- e^'^^*^^"- 

advantage paid for and provided by the State, 
d be secured to every subject of Her Majesty 
ut religious distinction. 

ye7^al proposed solutions of the question considered. 

some who concur with the Committee' in this The Examin. 
3n, it has been thought that the educational problem g^^^^J^ 
^land can be satisfactorily solved by the creation of 
stitution designated a university, which will confer 
es upon mere examination, and give prize? for 
ior answering. But this solution is only satisfactory 
e theory that National University Education ought objections to 
D i!Hean the highest, aiid in fafct the only proper kiiid i*- 
niYcrsity Education, that is to say, training the 
g tinder the most gifted minds in the community, 
e^ing such training by an efficient system of examina- 
, but that it is to be narrowed to a mere testing of 
rledge at a particular time or times, no matter how 
here such knowledge is obtained, and utterly irre- 
ive of any necessary contact of the student with men 
ained and superior mind. . Such a theory of University i„ ireUnd it i. 
nation has been all but unanimously condemned in ^2" catS^c*^ 
md by every party whose opinion is entitled to con- university 
•ation. The party who seek a Charter and endowment p"*^'* 
he Catholic University, have protested against it i\iL 
strongest terms. In proof of thaa t\ie CoxMcoXXjfc^ 
' to the letter of the Most Rev, ATc\iyna\ko^\A<^'^^ 
3i8hop Derry to Lord Mayo, ^ted t\i^ a\«fc'\li»3t^^ 
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1868, printed in the appendLt, in which, referring] 
Boman Catholic Universityproposed by them, they i 

Appendix, - " The new University, we are decidedly of opinion, ought 
V^gP 51. simply a tuiiyersity for holding examinations and conferring de| 

ought furthermore to be a teaching tmiversity, having its own 
of professors, men of the highest mark in every department of Ic 
science, who should deliver courses of university lectures, opei|fc 
students of the several Colleges affiliated to the university." 

? Other persons of influence acting in the same 

: have expressed similar opinions. 

By the Convo- The Convocation of the Queen's University has' 
Qu^^s' and again condemned this theory ; and although " 
Univcpsity. University has for a long time conferred its de 
many cases as the result of examinations only, one 
greatest authorities connected with that Universi 
By the Provoit declared that he would '' earnestly press, as one 
JlLT'n^KiS*^^' most urgent of all Academic reforms, the import 

lege, Dubbn. &.. * iiSi 

some provisions by which residence should be 
directly encouraged if it cannot be enforced."* 
Trinity College there is a common consent that thi 
tice 01 permitting a part of the undergraduate st 
to substitute pass examinations for attendance 
courses of instruction deUvered in the College, has 
been felt to be an evil.t 
Scheme for By others who give a general adherence to the o 
n^ui'itio^ of the Committee of Convocation, both as to the di 
CoUeges. the State to insist that every educational advantage 
for and provided by the State should be available 
equally, and also as to the essential need of coll* 
training in any proper system of National Univj 
Education, it has been thought that the educa 
problem in Ireland may be satisfactorily solved by 
ating to a single Irish University, or to one of the ex 
Irish Universities, Colleges furnished with a sufi 
educational staff, no matter how denominational a 
elusive in their teaching their governing bodies may 
fit to make them. But to put out of account altog( 
diflSculties that in practice would be found to be 
mountable, and eventually destructive of the system, it 
to the Committee that the affiliation of denomina 

* Suggestions of the Rev. H. Lloyd, d.d., the present Prott 

Trinity College, Dublin. — Report qf tJhe Dublin University Comm 

1853, p. 303. 

f See Stuvium Geneiiale, hj Thomas Aixdrewa, h.d., f.r.s., 

JPreeddent of the Queen's College, Beliaat (^IiOiig;mfiiSift« &.e., \^W 

^ wbesn thete is a masterly diacuawLon of wa «o\:>^«c^ 
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^^■sust necessarily result in the endowment of those Endowment o( 
^^B. For in the theory hero adopted, teaching as well aif^'X' ™ 
^Hb ail essential part of National University Ed uca- "w^^""? 
HRit could never be siiccessftiUy maintained that the 
seora or teachers in Denominational Colleges doiiiff 
satisfactorily tested by public examinations, and 
I too, members of possibly the less wealthy but most 
troua class of the community, should be refused an 
(srnaent, while others, doing similar work, were en- 

e Committee believe that the more this subject is nq departure 
li considered, the more manifest it will appear that ^™^'"'^ 
F departure is made from the plain principle that all Eduction 
kiional advantages or privileges provided by the pg^'Jt^. 
n, whether in the school, in the college, or in the 
irsity, should be equally and always available for 
' subject of Her Majesty, without religious distinction, 
alties wUl arise on every hand which no statesman 
xninistrators will be able to overcome. 

•^tion to the Claims of the Roman Catholic Hierarchy. 

p foregoing arguments would lose none of their 

at if the Irish people were all but unanimous in 

ir of Denominational Education ; but no greater mis- Romui 

could be made than to suppose that this is the case. Catboiio 

Committee do not proiess to give m this paper the 

on of the Roman Catholic laity — that will be repre- 

xi from other quarters — but it is sufficient for theCom- 

se to say that there is a minority of that faith quiel^ 

trfluential, who both in sympathy and in act stand 

J from the extreme course adopted by their prelates, 

easy to* ask why they do not declare their opinions 

icly . The Committee do not pursue this subject further 

to state, that influences both material, social, political, 

"eligious, of a most potent character, are for the present 

sed to their doing so. 

uitting any further notice of Roman Catholic opinion, 

IJommittiee direct attention to some other important 

SB in Ireland, who have given expression to their 

Qgs upon this subject in a contrary sense, 

Hnity College has long been in Ireland a great centre TriaityCoiUf;!' 

altivated and influential opinion ; but attached as it '*''''^" 

to the formerly Established Church of Ireland h^ 

ty intimate bonds, it was only to \te es:^ec\jeA.^'&^"i^& 

fintereata would be bound up with t\ie Te\\^oi\ '«V\.Oci 

•^^■•nded to promote. Still a large aA'cvvs.'wx^*^ o*^ 



ialtyCoUof;!' 
iblln. I 

J 



■/ realTiberial opinion always pervaded the infellec 

of Trinity College : and it must be said, to its hon( 
in Hb^Ht7 of liTrangement it wa^s of aU similai 
tions perhaps the foremost. But up to the passii 
Irish Ohurdh Act in 1869, Trinity College, and th 
adhered to its traditions, could not but be regar 
powerful iiiifluence in fevour of Denominational Ed 
When the EstabUshment fell a change came, • t 
Fawoett's Bill, supported as it was by both men 
the University of Dublin, if not satisfactory, i 
events the sbcongest evidenl^ on which side Trikitj 
P*<w>Bfi and its influences now range. Even before the i 
dccuSition. Hshment of the Church of Ireland, in the year 186 
important declaration in favour of United Seculai 
tion, commonly known as the "Provost's House 
ation," issued from Trinity College. This Declara 
in the following words : — 

DECLARATION. 

" We, the undersigned members of the United Church < 
and Ireland desire to express pur earnest hope that the p 
United Secular Education, as opposed to the Denomination 
may be maintained in Ireland. 

" Without pledging ourselves to an approval of the Natioi 
in all respects, we entirely admit the justice and policy o 
which protects scholars from interference with their religious 
and thus enables the members of different denominations 
together, in. harmony and peace, the benefits of a good educat 

The Declaration was signed by 2,754 memberi 
Churcli pf Ireland- The following is an ANAiiYSi 
signatures :-r- : ; 

Th^ I^^ Brimate of ireland, ♦ 

The f!}o^- Justice of Appeal^ ^ « 

Noblemen, , ,; • 

Bishops/ . . 
*•' Deputy Lieutenants, . , , . ] 

Justieea of the !l^eace (not D.Ls.), « « ( 

Cl^rgymeDL, . . . • ^ \ 

Barristers, Physicians, and other Professional men ; 
. . Countiy Gentlemen, not being J.Ps., and Mer- 
chants (about), . . , . i 

Miscellaneous Signatures (about), / » i 

Total, 2,"; 

The Committee regard the declakation as a ] 

pprtfuit ^xpres^n pf enlightened opinion on the 

^rBdueation in Ireland, especially as nearly, if n 

ibjope ;who ei^ed it must have themselves re< 

liberal ednc&tion. 

7ojrr^Mifon pf j^^ ^^^-^^ of the Convocation oU\ve^Me:^x^^^ 



T 
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>fnever been concealed, and itt^ proceedings have, the Qumo', 
|*ps, attracted more notice than the majority of its ^°""^^- '■', 
■©bers would desire. But it cannot be denied that '\ 

fVocation has ^ven expression to the opinions of a J 

^ and miluential body of educated men, and that roimd 1 

muster the sympathies of an increasing number of ia- I 

gent Irishmen of all creeds outside the limits of the I 

en's UniTersity. 1 

tie Committee have therefore printed in. the Appendix App™rtix, ■ i 
"" ». 67, an account of the action taken by the Convo- ^*^ 
Lfif the Queen's University in this matter, from 
t will be seen that Convocation has been conais- 
■oughout in firmly advocating the establishment 
leitension of the system of United Education in Ire- 
\y and the continuance of the academical or collegiatfi 
lent as being necessary to any university system 
tJiy of the name. 

1 the Episcopal Church of Ireland opinion has been, Epiacopii 
I still is, more or less divided on the question^ ir^d." 
"ther Primary Education should be Denominational 
S^on-Sectarian. The Committee refer with pleasure 
esolutions on this subject passed at the synods of 
iBgh, Cloglier, and Cork, held under the presidency 
ao Lord Primate of Ireland and the Bishop of Cork, 
3li will be found in the Appendix at page GD; and the 
311 of these leading members of that Church, and the 
K)rt which they have received, may be fairly taken, as 
ndication of the way in wliieh the pubhc opinion of 
■ important communion in Ireland is tending. 
lit with respect to University Education in Ireland 
action of Trinity College, already referred to, and the 
3ort ihaX action lias received from those known to 
esent the wishes of the members of ihe Episcopal 
.rch of Ireland, are sufficient evidence that the mem- 
. of the Episcopal Church of Ireland are now in 
lir of united Umveralty Education. 

he General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in ^*''"*' ' 
and have, since the Queen's Colleges and University th« Praiby- 
a founded, given them a generous and continuing '*"•" Cburch. 
Kjrt. They have founded and erected the General 
Smbly's College, Belfast, for the education of Theo- 
ual students, in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
en's College there, and they accept, as evidence of the 
>er Arte education required prior to eaWm^ cfti *Cfta 
^logical coume, tha Degree in Arts o? ^Ve C^-aei^sw.* 
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BewintioBS of 
FelK,]866. 
Appendix, 
page 70. 



Sabseqaent 
action. 
Appendix, 
page 71. 



Besolutions of 
Presbyteries. 
Appendix, 
page 73. 



Methodist 
Church. 



College in 
Belfast ' 



On the Sth day of February, 1866, and whil 
negotiations which resulted in the granting of the S 
mental Charter were in progress, and when it was 
that changes antagonistic to the principles on whi< 
Colleges and University were founded, would be ad< 
at a meeting of the General Assembly, specially 
vened, resolutions were passed relating to the EdtK 
question, in which the Assembly express their sfi 
of the Queen's Colleges and University, as havmgl 
duced great advantages to the country, rejoice in the 
measure of success which has attended tiiem, and 
cate the evils that must arise from changes by whi* 
character of the University and the constitution oi 
Senate would be altered and the Denominational el 
introduced. These resolutions also appear in the A 
dix at page 70. 

The action of the General Assembly since that m* 
has been consistent with the resolutions then passed 
will be best understood by referring to an impoi 
letter, dated the 28th January, 1873, printed in 
Appendix at page 7 1 , which, in reply to an inquiry o: 
subject, was written to the Clerk of Convocation by the 
Robert Park, a.m.. First Clerk of the General Assem 

Subsequently to the meeting of the Roman Ca 
Hierarchy on the 17th October, 1871, resolutions opj 
to the principles advocated by them were passed by 
Presbyteries of Dublin, Belfast, Ballymena, Derry, 
others. The Committee think it sufficient to print 
resolutions of the four Presbyteries named, which 
be found in the Appendix at page 73, &c. 

The Meiiiodist Church of Ireland has in the most 

?ualified manner expressed its approval of the Qu< 
Iniversity and Colleges. In expectation of the exi 
Queen*s College system being maintained in its intei 
the Methodist Church has at great expense erec 
college in the immediate vicinity of the Queen's Co! 
Belfiist, for the theological education of their clergy. 






* The Magee College was prominently referred to by the Premie 
his recent speech. It is proper to point out in the words of its fox 
tion schema that it was founded as a " college for education of yc 
men in preparation for -the Christian ministry," but its literary 
scientific departments are in the words of the same scheme ^' oi 
all persons." In one of its aspects it therefore is a theological sei 
ana in its aecnkx departments an open college. It may be added, 

it owes its existence to a bequest gWen "b^iox^ ^^ io^vTAftXioti ^^^ 

Queen's Colleges. 
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N3 serve as a hall for the residence of the students 
^ir community attending the undergraduate courses 
^ Queen's College, Belfast. 

the year 1865 a memorial was addressed by the Memorial to 
odist Church to Her Majesty's Government in which ^^emmentin 

advocate the continuance of the system of the 
n's Colleges and University. This memorial is re- 
^d in the Appendix at page 76. Since that period Appendix, 
lethodist Church has not changed its action, for it ^*^ ^^' 
>e seen by a reference to the Appendix, page 11 y that Resolutions of 
ies of resolutions was passed by the Educational *^® ^®*' ^®^^- 
nittee of the Methodist Church in Ireland, on the Appendix, 

day of November, 1871, in which the Educational '^^^^ 
tiittee of that body deprecates any change in the 
ng system of the Queen's Colleges or University. 
^ also pubhsh in the Appendix, at page 78, a state- Association of 

of the action of the Association of Irish Non-Sub- J^Jj^^^;'^^^' 
ng Presbyterians, a body which has always been in byterians. 
tont rank in the defence of the principle of united ^^73 ^' 
Lption, in all its branches ; and at page 81 of the 
ndix will be found a series of resolutions passed by 
ndependent Church in Ireland advocating the main- independent 
.ce of the same principle. ^ . ^ $5^^^, 

e Committee have also printed in the Appendix at page 81. 

82, the resolutions passed at a meeting of the National Edu- 
►nal Education League for Ireland, held at Belfast on ^^^"^ 
th day of December, 1871, and at a recent meeting page 82. ' 
le Council of that Association, held on the 29th 
ary, 1 8 73, on both of which occasions all the more 
rtant Protestant Churches were represented, 
i a n^eting of the Queen's University held in 1861, 
Robert Peel offered a benefaction of £1,200 to the £««! Pj.2e'- 
rersity to increase the value of the small rewards pa^ge^se!^ 
ed by the Queen's Colleges, at least in the case of a 
of the most deserving students ; and when announcing 
gift he suggested that others should co-operate with 
in thus endeavouring to promote United Education, 
[invitation met with sa ready a response throughout 
pud, as to constitute it a valuable demonstration in 
jar of the principles embodied in the University, all 
taiore valuable because of the early date at which it 

place. A list of the subscribers will b^ fo\xxA Sxv^^b 
endix^ -p. 86. 
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Progress of the Queen's Colleges and University. 



Royal Com 
missionen* 
Report of 
1857-8. 



. As is shown in the Graxiuates' Statement in 
Appendix, the Royal Commissioners who examined 
and reported on the progress of the Colleges in the 
1857-58, reported that the Colleges could not be rega 
as otherwise than successfiil, when nothwithstandinfl 
opposing causes alluded to in their Report, they ha 
their halls, attending lectures, nearly 450 students, 
several causes alluded to by the Commissioners, ami 
the most important of which is the lamentable deficieD 
the means of intermediate education in almost every p 
Ireland, still continue to operate; and yet the number o 
Increase of the dcuts has riscn from 445 in the year of the Commissio 
stSentfc Inquiry, to 745 in the session of 1871-72, and during 
years in the intermediate period has been conside 
higher. The Committee think it will be instructij 
pubhsh a list of the numbers attending the three Coll 
in each year since their opening. 



Number of Students attending the Queen's Colleges each f 

since their opening. 



Session. 


Kninber of 
Students. 


Session. 


Ns 

St 


1849-1860, 


375 


1861-1862, 




1850-1851, 


395 


1862-1863, 




1851-1852, 


407 


1863-1864, 




1852-1853, 


359 


1864-1865, 




1853-1854, 


379 


1865-1866, 




1854-1855, 


410 


1866-1867, 




1855-1856, 


. 438 


1867-1868, 




1856-1857, 


454 


1868-1869, 




1857-1858, 


. 445 


1869-1870, 




1858-1859, 


. 490 


1870-1871, 




1859-1860, 


. 546 


, 1871-1872, 




1860-1861, 


. 657 







Religious The Committee also print the following table fo 

STh^stuS^ purpose of showing the number of students of the 
for last thirteen religious denominations, who have been in attendar 
"^ the Queen's Colleges during the last thirteen years, 

the period since the Report of the Queen's College Coi 

sioners was published. 



years* 
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md Religious Denominations of the Students attending the 
\ES of the Queen's University during the following Sessions — 
1 years. 





Church 

of 
Ireland. 


Roman 
Catholics. 


General 
Assembly, 
Presby- 
terians. 


other 
Denomina- 
tions. 


Total. 


60, . 


143 


169 


176 


59 


546 


■Ql, . 




181 


202 


212 


62 


657 


62, . 




210 


206 


247 


95 


758 


63, . 




212 


214 


277 


84 


787 


.64, . 




210 


237 


260 


103 


810 


■65, . 




221 


229 


273 


114 


837 


■66, . 




198 


195 


277 


118 


788 


■67, . 




195 


179 


255 


103 


732 


i68, . 




210 


181 


274 


97 


762 


m, . 




224 


174 


263 


94 


755 


;70, . 




232 


178 


241 


86 


737 


^71, . 




252 


162 


261 


78 


753 


;72, . 




243 


200 


234 


68 


745 



ition has been on some recent occasions, with a student* 
injuring the University and Colleges, directed to ^J^F^c^iSt^of 
iber of students attending in the Faculty of Arts. Arts, 
ication in Arts ought not in fairness to be confined 
; was considered an Arts Education in the older 
dties ; Modern Languages, Chemistry, Natural 
phy, the English Language, History and English 
are, Zoology and Botany, are also included in the 
irriculum of the Queen's Colleges. They do not 
contribute to a liberal education, because many of 
ho attend them are the students in the Faculties 
or Medicine, or in the Department of Civil Engi- 
. To prevent misrepresentation on this subject 
nmittee print the number of students attending the 
classes in the Queen's Colleges in the Session of 
) ; and in consequence of certain statements that 
^en made, the Committee have distinguished the 
s into Roman Cathohcs, and Protestants of all 
aations. 



^ «> 
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Cam of the 
College and 
University 
Uiieparable. 



Table showing the number of Students attending the three 
OoLLSOES in the Session of 1871-72, difitinguiBhiug Rohan d 
from Pbotestants of^all Den<Mnination& 



Class. 



Oreek, 

Latin, 

Mathematics, 

The English Language, 

Histoiy and English Literature, 

Modem Languages, 

Natural Philosophy, 

Chemistry, . 

Zoology and Botany, 

Geology and Physical Geography, 

Logic, 

Metaphysics, 

Engineering, 

Medical Jurisprudence, 

Anatomy and Physiology, 

Practical Anatomy, . 

Practi6e of Medicine, " 

Practice of Surgery, 

Materia Medica, 

Midwifery^ . 

English Law, 

Political Economy, . 

Jurisprudence and dvH Law 





Protestants 


Roman 


of all 


Catholics. 


Denomina- 




tions. 


81 


91 


32- 


95 


36 


97 


24 


56 


11 


46 


70 


205 


64 


166 


62 


211 


43 


144 


7 


18 


9 


50 


2 


20 


13 


42 


17 


59 


60 


203 


74 


227 


29 


80 


37 


105 


27 


73 


29 


75 


16 


29 


2 


11 


12 


25 



Total Number oi Students attending the Queen's Colleges 

Session 1871-1872. 

Boman Catholics, 200 

Protestants of all denominations, . .545 



Total, 



745 



NoiiE. — ^At page 85 of the Appendix will be found the numbers attending 
College. 

It will have been observed that the Committ 
Convocation have been in the foregoing observa 
dealing mainly with the Queen's Colleges. They 
done so because the University in its present constil 
is inseparable from the Colleges. The body corpor 
the University consists not of the Senate alone 
examining board, but of the Chancellor, Senate, Secr< 
Professors, Graduates, and Students. The Senate 
administrative governing body of the Corporati( 
reference to all matters which are not under 
control of the Councils of its respective Colleges. 
Profeaaors of the Colleges are ttie o^^cer^ oi\Jtifet3m^ 
who do its teaching work, and ttie stoiAfeTiXa vi\io 
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studies under them are the persons admissible to its 
^s, with the exception of medical students, who may 
xe a portion of their studies elsewhere. This excep- 
ts understood to have been rendered necessary by .the 
yhsbt the chief medical schools of Ireland were situate 
ablin, where unfortunately no Queen's College, or its 
"^alent has yet existed. 

e number of degrees conferred by the University is Number of 
put forward as a test of the success of the institution ; femdiby'the 
i.s was pointed out by the Queen's College Commis- Umyersity. 
rs in their Report, already referred to, the number 
adents graduating in the Queen's University afibrds 
adequate test of the work performed in or the pro- 
of the Queen's Colleges. Still the number of degrees 
rred by the University is not without its value in 
ating the amount of this work, and the following 

(p. 22) showing the number of degrees conferred 
cli year by the University since its opening, will 
interest. 

would perhaps not be becoming for the Committee 
forward in asserting what the value of these degrees 
be. They will only state tliat they are valued by 
ublic, and that the graduates when subjected to the 
of important competitive examipatioi^s, which is, 
ver, only an imperfect test, will compare not un- 
rably with the graduates of other Universities. How 
le graduates, as members of the more cultivated class 
le community can compare with the graduates of 

Universities, it is not for the Conpimittee to judge, 
e Committee feel the foregoing observations do not 
y way tend to such a solution of the question as would 
tisfactory to the Roman Catholic Hierarchy of Ire- 

The Committee believe that the principles now put ^®^**^™ ®' 
ird by the Prelates are inconsistent and irreconcilable incoasistent 
the principles that for the last forty years have been J? t^e stotffw 
ted by the State, first in the system of Primary the last forty 
nation, and afterwards in the Queen's Colleges and^®*^ 
'ersity. Between these two conflicting and irrecon- 
le principles the Legislature is now to be asked to 
le, and the more clearly they are understood the more 
Y is the decision to be ' permanently satisfactory. It 
ars to the Committee that any concession to the 
IS of the Prelates, which would give a public teco^cd.- 
to ayowedlj Denominational HdvicatioiOL a% ^ ^^^^^ ^'^ 
National Unjyeraity system, would oiiVy \>e^ ^^ Y^^^ 
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- "to further claims. This has been publicly declared 
lie Prelates themselves, and in seeking to carry into 
b a policy, which they have never concealed, they will 
e to its foundation any system inconsistent with their 

into which they may be incorporated. It therefore 
d. seem to the Committee, that if any change is to be 
ted by the Legislature, it should be in the direction Direction in 
loroughly opening up any existing institution the ^^^^Jj^^^,^ 
igements of which may be at varianqe with the be. 
5iple, that in every part of public National Education 
religion of the student shall be asked only for the 
ose of seeing, that in his private life he is placed under 
3are of his proper spiritual guide, 
ae Committee deny that more can be asked from a 
slature, which has declared by its acts, in the most 
nn manner, that at least in Ireland it shall no longer 
V religious distinctions. 

L the existing system of the Queen's Colleges provision Ample provi- 
ade for appointing rehgious instructors for the students Jom e^II' 
he several denominations. It is not necessary to *io^ "» Q«een'« 
tion the details, as the provisions are set out in the j^ ®«^^™ 
iuates' Statement in the Appendix at page 31. page 31. ' 

ach Professor in teaching his students, is bound in Duty of th^ 
iring and examining, and in the performance of all Prof«»o"- 
r duties connected with his chair, carefully to ab- 
1 from teaching or advancing any doctrine, or making 

statement derogatory to the truths of revealed re- 
)n, or injurious or disrespectfiil to the religious con- 
ions of any portion of his class or audience, and it 
ell known that this provision has been honourably 
3rved. Strong, and the Committee may say, historical 
ds have been used with respect to the bhghting in- 
nce of the ascendency of one sect over another in 
h education. Wherever else it existed, it never had 
:e in the halls of the Queen's Colleges or in the Queen's 
iversity. The Committee assert with confidence, that 
e of the changes, which at the instance of Her Majesty's 
^emment have been recently effected in Ireland by the 
fislature, were conceived in a spirit of more thorough 
rality and justice, than the arrangements which were 

[)ted at the time of the foundation of the Queens 
eges, and the preparation of their statutes under the 
j:d of Presidents and Vice-Presidents, 
ie Committee, appointed as tliey axe "Vsj ^Jtia ^ctk^c^- 
m of an exiating University, do not \K\'Ei\L \\i ^ov^^ 
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be competent for them to make suggestions of a d( 

character regarding other institutions. They, ho^ 

Recommcnda- think it right to direct special attention to one of tl 

Thomaa Wyse's commejidations made by a Select Committee, of ^ 

l^^im^^ the late Sir Thomas Wyse was chairman in the year 

The Select Committee recommended the establishmi 

county academies, and of at least four colleges, oi 

each of the provinces of Ireland. Of these colleges 

have been already established, but none has been foui 

in Leinster, the natural seat of which would be the ] 

metropolis. And as to the county academies, while 

Endowed Schools Commissioners in 1854-57, have dei 

strated, and successive Governments have admitted 

necessity of founding them, nothing has yet been do: 

Importance of "jhe Committee believe that a safe and practical mea 

these recom- and onc Kkcly to confer lasting benefit on Ireland, tv 

mendations. ^^ ^j^^ adoption of the recommendation of the S 

Committee ; and in any changes that may be in con 

plation relative to Education in Ireland, they wouL 

spectfiilly press it on the consideration of Her MaJ€ 

Government. 

Future policy B^t whatcvcr phauges may be impending over Nat 

shoJif be* ^* Education in Ireland, the Committee hope that there 

declared. \yQ ^q hesitation in distinctly declaring what the ft 

policy of the Legislature will be as to the principl 

which University Education is to be conducted. 

Committee are not disposed to make any complaii 

occurrences that have taken place during the last 

years, but they consider they are bound to point attei 

to the effect on the institutions whose interests it is i 

duty to protect, of certain declarations and acts that 

understood by many to be more or less hostile to the " 

Prejudicial ciplo of United Education in Ireland. This will be re£ 

effecte of cer- apparent from the annexed diagram, which has been 

tfoSs imd aTts pared by the Secretary of the. Queen's University in Irel 

dan^^afthe ^^^ which shows at a glance the prejudicial effects w 

Colleges. have from time to time resulted to the Queen's Coll 

from the matters referred to. 

Prudence of The Committee do not conceal from themselves 

the"^? °of P.^li*i^^l dij6B.culties that surround the question of Ed 

Sir Robert Peel tiou in Ireland. They will give their sympathy to Bri 

as declared in statesmen in any sincere effort to solve them in the inter 

of Irishmen. But they feel persuaded that the < 

action from which permanent success is to be hoped, is 

sistence in, and development of, tTa.e policy of justtce, w] 
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Jaid down by the late Six Robert Peel in 1 84 5, as one, 
ftuits of which the ei^ipire would sooner or later reaip ; 
Wicy which was then generally accepted in Ireland, 
Ajuongst others by a large number, if not a majority 
|ue Irish Roman Catholic Prelates ; a policy which has 
pL adiopted in the Universities of Scotland ; which the 
ijin University, in a more or less perfect form, has 
precj its willingness to adopt, and which is every year 
mng steady progress in Oxford and Cambridge ; but a 
%j which, it cannot be too soon learned, is irreconcilable 
L the extreme claims put forward by the BomatU 
xolic Hierarchy. 

he Committee, however, believe, that if the principles principles 
ih they advocate be kept in mind, viz.: — first, thsA 7^'^\^^s^^ }^ 
loNAL University Education means not mere results 
^ by an examining board, but collegiate training 
^d by proper examinations ; secondly^ that such educa- 
ought, as much in the College as in the University, 
lade available for every one without religious distinc- 
; and thirdly, that such National Education ought not 
B intrusted to administrators hostile to it, and if these 
ciples be unhesitatingly and thoroughly maintained, 
^[uestion may be settled on a basis that will every year 
me firmer. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

already mentioned, the foregoing Statem^t was in 
J before the introduction of the U nivereity Education 
land) BiU. 

he Committee do not feel called on to enter into any 

,iled examination of the provisions of thiat measure. 

h reference to some of its more prominent points, they 

observe that it does not clearly appear, either from 

Bill or from Mr. Gladstone's speech, whether the 

ution of the scheme is that the degrees of the Univer- 

may be given as the result of examination alone, 

lout Academic (or U niversity) training ; but so far as 

Committee can collect, this is in fact the intention. 

ihis be so, the scheme is open to the objection that, 

le professing to be '* for the advancement of learning" 

reland, it perpetuates in the reformed scheme of Na- 

lal University Education the condeimied ^x^^^ic.^ cJl 

existing Dahlin University, in graxitm<g ^L^^^fiR V> 
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students^ on examination alone, who have never 
subject to any Academic or University training, 
on the other hand, the scheme be one that r 
academic training, and if the Denominational Colli 
be affiliated with the University are to be institutii 
which this training may be received, the proposed 
sure is open to the more serious objection of re 
Denominational Colleges as National University 
tutions. The Premier has, as the Committee unders|y 
advanced the argument that persons who . refuse to 
in literary and scientific University training provid 
the State, through Professors whose duty it is 
offend the religious opinion of any, are subjected to 
gious grievance. If this be sound, it will be diffic 
Parliament, either now or at some future time, to 
the claim for the endowment of institutions, to 
University training that will not subject to s 
grievance tJie members of the most numerous and 
wealthy class of the Irish people ; in other words, fo] 
endowment of Denominationahsm. 

The Committee regard with some apprehension 
provisions in the Bill for the establishment of a 
University Professorial staff in Dublin, endowed in 
manner proposed. 

If this new Professorial system is to be conducted 
really undenominational principles, it would in e 
particulars bear a close resemblance to Trinity Coll< 
reformed, and would, therefore, be an unnecessary 
unprofitable employment of public money. If it is 
to be so conducted, it ought not to find a place, and 
of all the foremost place, in the National University, 

The Committee would — as the matter of refo: 
Trinity College is now before the Legislature — with 
deference, suggest that Trinity College might be r 
brought into harmony with the opinions of Irishmenyi 

* The students of Trinity College are and have always been of ( 
classes — (1) resident students ; (2) students not resident in the 
but resident in Dublin and the suburbs j (3) students not in eit 
the preceding classes, and who merely come up for examinations, 
students of the two first classes alone had an opportunity of 
academic training. They had and have the same opportunities of i 
it. The second class correspond to the " extra collegiate" studc 
the University of Oxford, and are a class of students that it is d< 
to retain, and if necessary to make further provision for by a dei 

ment of the Professorial system in the CioUege *, but it is to be 

that the third clasB will be abolished. 
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^jf^g to the teaching and governing bodies of that 
5ge a certain number of distinguished persons, edu- 
there, or otherwise sympathizing with its national 
5ter and traditions, who, by reason of religious re- 
^^ions, have been hitherto debarred from their fair 
in that College, 
^ith regard to the Council of the proposed University, 
>mmittee would press on the wisdom of Parliament 
National University Education of a Non-Denomi- 
mal character will be placed in a position of perma- 
agitation and danger, if subjected to influences in 
very nature Denominational, and hostile to Non- 
iiominational Institutions. 

LB Committee would gladly submit to much sacrifice 
the present crisis the authorities of the Catholic 
krch could be induced to join in carrying into effect a 
jna of National University Education, in which all 
ten might take part ; but they believe that this will 
be successfully achieved by combining in governing 
lies persons who differ in principle as to the system 
are to administer. They would, however, cherish a 
[>e that, utterly irrespective of party struggles or exi- 
icies, which in the sacred interest of the education of 
Bhmen they solemnly deprecate, some arrangement may 
eflfected, through a principle incorporated into the 
teen's Colleges Act, facilitating the erection of Halls of 
leidence for students of different religious persuasions. 
By development of this principle, arrangements could 
readily made enabling students in their private life to 
e as much apart as might -be considered necessary, 
der their own religious teachers or tutors, but who 
(uld partake in common with their fellow-countrymen of 
5 educational training and advantages which the State 
)vides for all, which alone it should provide, and which 
every one of its publicly recognized Colleges should be 
jured to all. 

But if, for whatever reason, such an arrangement be 
b practicable, and if a system is to be created in Ire- 
id, distinct from the London University, for the pur- 
se of conferring degrees on the Students of Denomina- 
nal Colleges, then the Committee would suggest that 
portion of the expenditure proposed for the duplicate 
ofessorial system in Dublin should be applied to tKe. 
rposes of an Examining Univexaity, mae^etA^TiXi ^S. 
> proposed University of Dublin, in N<^\n(Ai.\io^^3cv.o^^ 
7 decline to be educated in common ^i^ ^e\x i^oN^ 
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countrymen in literature and science, and those who 
not be able to avail themselves of an academic or 
versity training, may obtain the civil privileges 
degree. 

The Queen s University might then, as proposed i 
Bill, be incorporated into the Dublin University, 8 
Great National University of Ireland. The constit 
of the proposed Council of the National Universi 
Ireland might then be, as is most desirable, made 
demic and non-Denominational in character. 

But in case Parliament should think fit to adop 
scheme, by which the University would become De 
national in its character, or its Degrees would b 
ferred as the results of Examinations only, the 
mittee, in pursuance of the spirit of the resolutic 
variably adopted by Convocation and in aeoor4anc< 
their own unshaken convictions as to the wisd< 
maintaining University Education in Irelftnd, free 
denominational influences, and strictly academic 
character, would earnestly appeal to the legislati 
exclude entirely from the operation of the propose 
the Queen's University and its Colleges, and to i 
them to work out in Ireland the pohcy for wliicl 
were founded. Sir George Grey, writing on beh 
Her Majesty's Governu^ent, in the letter alluded 
the statement, says that the principle on which th' 
leges were founded is "a sound one," and Mr. Glac 
in his recent speech declares that the influence « 
Queen's University is *' unmixedly good as far as it 
That it has not gone much further is to a great < 
owing to the want of a system of Intermediate Schc 
Ireland. 

The Committee hope that the proposed destruct 
the Queen's College Galway, will not be press< 
the Government. The Galway College has done 
work in the face of very great diflSculties. It is m 
cally the weakest of the Queen's Colleges, but 
confeiTed many benefits on its neighbourhood am 
vince, and in proportion to their numbers its sti 
have always held a distinguished position. 

By order of the Annual Committee, 

JAMES WILSON, m.a., ll.b., 

Clevlt of Cou'ooccc^ti 

22ni Eabnuuy, 1878. 
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[ENT adopted by the Graduates of the Queen's ITniver- 
in Ireland, assembled in puWic meeting in Belfast, on 
nesday, 6th December, 1865. 

recent charter of the Queen's University in Ireland a Convoca- Convocation 
isisting of the Chancellor, Senators, Secretary, Professors, and created but yet 
ies of the University was created, with the power of discussing ^"^^°"™°°® ' 
iter whatever relating to the University and of declaring the 
of Convocation thereon, but no meeting of the Convocation has 
ithorized by Her Majesty, or summoned, as provided by the 
Under these circumstances, it having been stated that changes 
principles approved of in. recent years in public education in 
are under the consideration of Her Majesty's Government, and, 
cular, that the Queen's University in Ireland is intended to be 
ium of conferring degrees on ike alumni of institutions based on 
iciple of sectarianism, the Craduates of the Queen's University Therefore gra- 
) their duty to publicly state their opinion as to changes of the ^uates state 
.bore indicated. , IS'^^H" 

rradtiates of the Queen's University are aware of the inconvenience tended changes, 
icrilty of combating propositions which are yet known only by Difficulty of 
imours, and which so far as they have learned may be yet \mde- dealing with 
But, bearing in mind that important action may be taken by the undefined 
nent before those connected with the Queen's University shall *^"*°se8. 
e Baore favourable opportunity of supportiag their views through 
iition, it is considered that the cause of United Education, Which 
n established now for so many years in Ireland, may be in some 
served by giving a short sketch of the action of the British 
lent and successive Governments in relation to the vexed question 
ation ; and by submitting that the policy of a generation of great 
lightened statesmen ought not to be reversed without the most 
r and well-eonsidered reasons. 

Brief Sketch of Public Edv^cation in Ireland, 

he year 1791 a commission of distinguished men, presided over Sketch of 
vest Hutchinsfon, the secretary for Ireland, made an elaborate Public Educa- 
bo the Lord Lieutenant, from which the following is an extract : — ^^*^'*- 

i beg leave to submit to your Excellency as our decided opinion, that Opinion of 
lould be no distinction made in any of the schools [charter, parish, Commfegieotrt 
1, and royal schools] between scholars of different religious persuasions, ^^ 1791. 
meaning, however, to interfere with the peculiar constitution of the 
schools, or with the intentions of the founders of any other schools, 
3d by their wills or other instruments directing such foundations." — Re- 
Commisfioners of Education Inquiry, 1791. {Printed in Appendix to 
d Schools' Commi^inoners* B^ort, vo|. ii. p. 864.) 

chief immediate result of this Heport appears to have been the Result of 
oi the Roman Catholic Relief Act ef 1793 xemovm'^ ^^-s^aSav.^**^^ 

.ties as to education, to which persons oi tlie Ca^SaD^^i ■^x^Vi.^v^a^ 

g previously been subject. 
tMa but litUe was done for public eAucatiDn m \t^»sA» ^«^^ 
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Report of Select 
Committee of 
1828. 



Formation of 
National 
Board, the re- 
sult of Com- 
mittee's Beport. 

Principle of 

National 

Board. 



Facts proving 
success of Na- 
tional Board 
System. 



voting money to be expended through the agency of the Kil( 
Society for the education of the poor of Ireland, \intil the estahl 
of the system of National Education in 1831. There were, he 
valuable inquiries conducted by means of Commissioners in liej 
1807-12, and in the years 1825-7. The Reports of these 
sioners were submitted to a Select Committee of the House of 
in 1828, and that Committee passed a series of resolutions in fa^ 
the establishment of a system of education in Ii-eland, in wl 
attempt should be made to influence or disturb the peculiar 
tenets of any sect or denomination of Christians. They recoi 
that pupils of all persuasions should be provided with literary h 
in common, and that every facility should be afforded for their 
instruction separately 

Acting on the Report of that Committee, Lord Derby 
letter to the Duke of I/einster in 1831, which led to the format 
the present National Board of Education. j 

It is not necessary to say more of the system of the National I 
than this, that the schools are open to persons of every religious p 
sion, and no pupil is permitted to be deprived of the advantages <i 
secular education therein afforded on account of non-attendance aJ 
gious instruction to which his parents or guardians object. The a 
of this system, which is principally available for the more hi 
members of society, though by no means confined to them, is shoi 
the facts mentioned in the last Report of the Commissioners (for tb 
1864) :— 

(a) Number op Distinct Children appearing on the roll during the 
year:— 870,401. 

(5) Estimate of the number belonging to each Persuasion : 



Established Church, 
Roman Catholics, 
Presbyterians, 
Other Persuasions, 



56,9^ 

710,21 

97,(W 

6,11 

870,41 



(c) Per Cent age op Schools from which returns were received, exl 
a mixed attendance of Protestant and Roman Catholic pupils for the year 
1863, and 1864:— 

1861. 1863. 1864. 

Ulster, .... 81-1 81-6 809 

Munster, . . 305 328 32-0 

Lemster, . . . 397 408 40-4 

Connaught, . . . 451 451 45*0 



Defects in 
academical 
education 
apparent. 



Sir Thomas 



' After the establishment of the National Board it was felt that i 

defect existed in the provision made for public academical educatia 

in the year 1835 a Select Committee was appointed, to which the 

question of public education in Ireland was referred. Of this Com 

the late Sir Thomas Wyse was chairman; and, in the year 183^ 

Wyse's Select reported in favour of a measure for dissolving the Board of Commit 

18^™* ^ ^^^ *^® Diocesan, Koyal, and other schools of public foundatio: 

Committee re- constituting a new Board of ISTational Education to which sho 

commend a cojmmtt&di the chaige of both elementary and. higher class schoc 

mti^of c&^^on. The Committee recommended t\ie> esfea)cA^daxaeafc of ( 

i*ubb'c JBdnca- ^codemies, and of at least four CoWegea — oua m eafc^ oi ^^ y" 

^'on. of Ireland— and suggested the adviBabWity oi coTaiemxi^ ^^^efe' 
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of those Colleges by a central Board in Dublin. The Committee 
kt the objects to be kept in view in the proposed system of public 
m are as follows : — 

system should be in harmony with the real wants and position of the Opinions of 
which it is intended ; it should, as much as possible, accord with other Committee, 
of the education system ; it should be of the most improved character ; 
I be general, common to all, without distinction of class or creed ; and 
iblished it should be rendered permanent." 

in concluding their Report the Committee say : — 

Committee have thus endeavoured to lay before the House as ample 
it as was in their power of the conclusions to which they have arrived 
[important questions submitted to their consideration. They have aimed 
fclishing a system, adequate, they trust, to the wants of the country, open 
pects, professions, and classes ; cheap, universal, and they are willing to 
^urabie. * » * * Your Committee are not insensible, however, to 
iculties which must necessarily impede its immediate adoption ; they are 
1 urging precipitate or wholesale experiments, at the same time they con- 
of moment that whatever portion be adopted, its relation to others should 
iily kept in view. Without a due observance of this principle, it will be 
period difficult to establish a sound and comprehensive system, and edu- 
[will] be exposed to a series of abortive attempts, involving large expen- 
with little benefit to the public. If no other result should follow from this 
b than to preserve from these errors, it will not be without its use, but your 
■ittee are more sanguine in their expectations ; a portion of the system pro- 
fis actually in operation; by giving to that portion, with the alterations 
sted, a legislative sanction, the country will be enabled to advance gradually 
bcreased confidence to others, and terminate, it is earnestly desired, at no 
» period, by the full establishment of one of the most indispensable of all 
nstitutions — a system of public education, in every particular thoroughly 
ermanently 'National.'*' — Report^ pp. 80, 81. 

te elementary portion of the system of public education recommended 
le Committee being to a great extent in operation in the schools 
r the National Board, the Government of Sir Robert Peel deter- 
d in 1845 to carry out further the system recommended by the Recommenda- 
nittee, and accor<fingly the Queen's Colleges at Belfast, Cork, and tions partly 
ay were founded. It appears at firat to have been the intention of g?''^p^ «^3^ 
Jovemment not to make any provision for the religious instruction Government in 
e students attending the colleges, but this intention was subse- 1845. 
!;ly modified, and finally by the College Statutes every reasonable Provisions as to 
gement was made for facilitating the care of the faith and morals religious in- 
) students by Deans of Residences. As the provisions on this head ?^^*^?° modi- 
3t always fairly put before the public, it may be useful to give them q^ntiy f^ j^. 
In the chapter of the Statutes as to the feesidences of Students, troduction of 
he Deans of Residences, it is provided as follows : — Colleges' BiU. 

the Bishop, Moderator, or constituted authority of any church or Existing provi- 
us denomination shall notify to the President his or their desire that sionsastoReli- 
■hall be a boarding-house specially licensed for the exclusive use of the S}^^ Instmc- 
its of such church or denomination, and shall specially recommend persons ^^^ 
og for licence to establish the same, the President shall, in every such 
rrant such licence, provided he shall obtain satisfactorv evidence of the 
(eness of the proposed establishment, and of its means or providing for the 

and comfort of the students. 
1 the case of collegiate students residing in a seminary or school which is 

the special jurisdiction of the Bishop, Moderator, ot t\L<& eAXL%\hX>\>Xfi^ 
ity of any cburcb or religious denomination, the Pxeai^enX, ^\siSi^ oo. t^- 
r a DOtMcation £rom such authority, consider residence Vu vvxOci a. ^eoasiwrj 
vl as equivalent to residence in the house of a parent ox ^wt^c^sja.^ «s^^ 



32 

shall exempt such seminary or school from licence or inflection, I: 
require the same attendance at entrance as in the case of a student i«si<i 
his parent or guardian. 

** For the better maintenance of moral and religious discipline in the 
boarding-houses, such clergymen or ministers as We shall, from time 
by warrant under Our sign-manual, appoint Deans of Residences, shall 
moral care and spiritual charge of the students of their respective creeds 
in the licensed boarding-houses. 

" The College Council shall have power to assign lecture-rooms w 
precincts of such college, wholly or in part, for the use of the Deans 
dences, for the purpose of affording religious instruction to the students 
respective creeds, and also to make rules concerning the days and tin 
such religious instruction shall be given therein, and for securing that 1 
shall not interfere with the general discipline of the college ; provide 
that no student shall be compelled by any rule of the college to atti 
theological lecture or religious instruction other than is approved o 
parents or guardians, and that no religious test shall be adininistere<3 
person in order to entitle him to be admitted a student of any such co 
to hold any office therein, or to partake of any advantage or privilege 1 

'* No clei^yman or minister shall be competent to assume or continue 
the office of Dean of Residences unless approved of by the Bishop, Mc 
or constituted authority of his Church or rehgious denomination. 

** The registrar shall, at the commencement of every collegiate 
furnish each Dean of Residences with a list of the names and residenc 
students of his religious persuasion who may reside in the licensed b< 
houses. 

*^ Each Dean of Residences shall, at the termination of every collegiat< 
report to the President on the general conduct of the students under 1: 
care and spiritual charge, and on the manner in which discipline, regard 
students, has been observed in the several licensed boardmg- houses 
they reside." 

And in the Chapter as to Punishments, it is provided as follow 

Students liable t« Xny student guilty of any of the following offences shall be 1 

to expulsion expulsion from the College ; but it shall be competent to the Counci 

reliriwL**^ ^^^^^ deem it more conducive to the discipline of the College and the i 

tion of the offender, to impose some lighter punishment for the same :— 

* ' 1 . Habitual neglect of attendance for divine worship at such church ( 
as shall be approved by his parents or guardians. 

** 2. Habitual neglect of attendance on the religious instruction pioi 
students of his church or denomination. 

'^ 3. Immoral or dishonest practices. 

*^ 4. Treasonable or seditious conduct. 

"5. Drunkenness." 

It is not always conclusive in favour of any measure to < 

opinions of even the wisest statesmen, as expressed in Pari 

They are often compelled by the exigencies of party to advocate n: 

which they do not wholly approve of, and perhaps no less free 

from the multiplicity and pressing character of their engagemen 

are unable to give that care and attention to matters discussed I 

in the legislature, which the nature and difficulty of the subjects i 

But^cotisidering the state of parties when the Colleges Bill was intr 

Oi^ions of and the feelings of large numbers of the members of either H 

sMeBmen ex- Parliament, it will not be denied that these observations are inapj 

I^J^ on Col- ^ ^ «aareftiUy considered declarationfl of Uie illustrious men 

u^imsni-^ opinioia, M expressed in the 4eba<)es on the Colleges BiU^ it 

i25€/hi here to cite since ihej can bnt s^peiak Vft tVvwi oo^Matrymc 

the gifAve. 

Sir Jamea Gf^rahatiy in introducing t^e Co\\fi|gea 1KiSV,\vKN\:ik^ \ 
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Doiples on whioh the system of the National Boa^ was based, 



t 



ye now stated to the House what appears to me to be the sound prin-> Sir James 
n>on which we should proceed in this matter : and when I say sound Graham's — 
bs, I mean sound principles with reference to the peculiar circumstances 
jDuntry with which we are about to deal ; and I have demonstrated to 
P what was the failure of all your attempts to extend to the Irish people 
lefits of education until those principles were adopted, and what has been 
tccess since you began to carry them into execution ; and, relying alike 
le weight of experience and upon the theoretical soundness of principles 
these, as applied to the state of society, and of the different religious 
ions in Ireland, I am prepared to say that Her Majesty's Government 
9 hesitation in recommending to the House the establishment of three 
ial colleges in Ireland, all founded upon the principles I have described. 

* * The principle — the fundamental principle — on which we ask the 
» carry this proposal of the Government is, the absence of all inter- 
positive or negative, with the conscientious scruples of the students in 
of religion. That is the principle which I contend for, and that is the 
e on which alone I can anticipate success for the measure in Ireland. 
" * I am strongly and decidedly of opinion, that should the House 
I this proposition — limited as it is— that yet it involves a measure which 
VG a most favourable effect on the moral and social condition of the 
K>ple. My belief is, that it will conduce to the concord, the order, the 
Lnd the virtue of the country. To maintain and to preserve these is the 
bject of successful civil government. I believe that if you will consent 
aeasure, these great and roble objects will be essentially promoted. I 
en taunted with former failures, in reference to this subject. Sir, I am 
f my inability as an advocate to plead the cause of national education ; 
n deeply impressed with its importance, with the soundness of the prin- 
lich r have proposed ; and I am confident, indeed, of the good which 
lit from it, I implore, then, your co-operation and general support. I 
it without reference to religious differences which may prevail in Ire- 
thout regard to political disputes which may exist here." — Hansard's 
ehates^ Third Series, vol. Ixxx., pp. 353, 357, 365, 366. 

liomas Wyse, in the debate that followed the introduction of the 
Qy said : 

hailed with infinite satisfaction the propositions that night made by Sir Thomas 
jesty's Government ; he regarded it as a great boon that establishments Wyse's — 
jr to be created for the purpose of communicating that knowledge which 
jach men to forget their prejudices — which would remove the scales of 
je from their eyes — which would make them remember not the differ- 
tween them and their fellow men, but the points in which they resembled 
er ; which would induce them to contend for the wealth that knowledge 
well as that which flowed from the treasury." — Hansard's Pari Debates, 
z, p. 374. 

ate Sir Robert Peel concluded a most earnest speech in favour 
Bill, as follows : 

ya found these Colleges on the plan we propose, I trust that we shall The late Sir R. 
ablished, sis far as circumstances will permit, a perfect system of secular Peel's — 
n. We shall reap the benefit of this. We shall promote social concord 

the youth of different religious persuasions, who, meeting to receive 
mtages of joint education, will unite in honourable rivalry, and who, 
too much estranged by religious differences, will acquire new means of 

and interchanging mutual esteem. I sincerely believe that, as well as 
J temporal advantage, so far from preventing any advantages with 
x> Chnstianity, the more successfully will you labour to make men good 
08 the more they are imbued with that great principle of our f&ltL — ^Ob 
i which, I am grieved to say, many individuals axe too aj^X. \jo ior^'iX. — 
jiploy I mean, of reciprocal charity. By cultiyatmgt\i«A.^fvxvciV5^^'!3^^ 

e 
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Lord Palmer- 
8ton*s — 



Mr. SheU*e 



will better serve the cause of true religion, and of peace, moralitv, 
comfort and concord in Ireland, than by leaving her mhabitAnts in dii 
ignorance ; in the vain hope tlmt by so doing you are promoting 
religious principles." — Hansard* s Pari. Debates, uM supra, p. 391. 

And in a subsequent debate the same great statesman declaredj 

"I should relinquish, "with the deepest*regret, the prospect of having 
tion in common for the Protestant, Presbyterian, and Roman CathoUc 
Ireland. I wish, then, to establish first the policy of having academic 
tions in Ireland on a more extensive scale, and next to have the 
educating there together the youth of Ireland/' — Hansard's Pari. Di 
supra, p^. 1282, 1283. 

The late lamented Premier hailed the measure on its introduc 

^' First, as adapted to produce a great moral improvement amoi 
middle classes of the Irish people ; and secondly, as laying the f ounc' 
concord between persons of different religious opinions, and as being 
thus to confer the greatest possible benefit on the Irish people." — Ba 
Pari. DebateSf uhi supra, p. 408. 

Mr. Sheil, while urgihg some objections to the bill, because pi 
was not then made for the care of the religion and morals of the 
expressed, in the eloquent language that follows, his approval 
principle of United secular education when due regard was 
separate religious culture : — 

" I coincide with my honourable friend the member for Kerry (MJrJ 
O'Connell) in thinking that education in Ireland should be mixed— 1 
secular education. We must in manhood associate in every walk of life 
Catholic and the Protestant merchant must place in each other that I 
reliance which is the foundation of all mercantile transactions. To 
testant and Catholic solicitor, to the Catholic and Protestant advocat 
differing from them in religious opinions entrust fortunes, life, and 
At the bar, where our faculties are m collision, and our feelings are in 
our forensic brotherhood is not interrupted by theological discriminat 
the noblest of all professions — in the army, the Catholic and the 
Irishman are comrades, and are attached by a devoted friendship ; the 
together in the same field of fight ; they scale the same battery ; they adi 
the same forlorn hope ; and, to use a fine expression of the great 
remains the first minister of the crown lately deposited hard by —from the' 
bed of fame they look proudly to heaven together.' And if thus, in our 
years, we are to Uve and die together, shall we be kept apart in the moi 
life, in its freshest and brightest hours, when all the affections are in 
when our friendships are pure and disinterested, and those attachi 
formed which last through every vicissitude of fortune, and of which the 
survives the grave ? But, while I think that our altars should not 
partitions between us, I do not think that from our altars we should ti 
mdifference away. Mixed secular education ought to be combined withi 
religious instruction, which ought to have been provided by the state." 
"You ought to locate in your colleges a Protestant and a Catholic ecde 
pious, learned, and persuasive, by whom the great tenets of Christianity^ 
be enforced, by whom the New Testament^-in whose moral injunctions' 
concur — in whose dogmas we ought to have no acrimonious difference — si 
read and expounded according to the interpretations of their respective 
— whose eloquence should charm, whose example should allure, and byj 
the minds oi their jroung spirits should be elevated to the political conten 
of those subjects, m comparison with which every object of an interest 
human dwindles into evanescent diminution. I do not ask for a i 
divinity ; I do not ask for rival theatres of theological disputation — ^I 
Catholic priest to say prayers for Catholics, and a Protestant priest. 

prajrera for Protestants.'^ — Hansard^s Pari. Dehtttes.^ Third Seriesy vol 

pp. 358, 359 f 
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[the College Statutes, whicli were long subsequently drawn up by Objections 
wrd of Colleges, under the auspices of Lord Clarendon, the chief ^ged in debate, 
ions urged against the CoUeges by Mr. Shell and Mr. O'Connell* J^^^^^"*^^ 
[in a great degree removed by means of the provisions as to Deans 
Ldences already alluded to, and the term " Godless," which has 
J been so ignorantly or unscrupulously applied to the Colleges, was 
\ as regards them, meaningless. 

Queen's University in Irelaiid was founded in the year 1850 for Foundation of 
>se of giving degrees in Arts, Medicine, and Law, to students Queen's Uni- 
three provincial Colleges, and its object was to advance learning "^^^^^y* 

id, sjid incidentally to promote peace and friendship between 
ferent classes of Her Majesty's subjects. It will be presently 
lat in these objects the Queen's University has met with graiify- 

system of elementary and collegiate education recommended by Intermediate 
>mmittee of 1838, has thus been for the most part carried into Education still 
Lon, and the principles on which United Education is alone possible ^"P*"®^^ ^^ ^^* 
been therein thoroughly recognised. But nothing has been done 
into effect the Report of that Committee with respect to the 
Lent of Intermediate Schools or County Academies. 
the year 1854, however, a Commission was appointed to inquire Report of Com- 
le Endowed Schools in Ireland ; and, by an Act of Parliament mlssioners of 
in the following year, the Commissioners were directed to report g h IZ 1858 
Majesty such plans as should appear to them to be expedient and 
Me for the general promotion, in connexion with the Endowed 
»l8y of Academical education. The Commissioners, having elabo- 
investigated the entire subject, made their Report in the year 
After stating the proposition put forward by the present Mr. 
In Hughes, one of the Commissioners, " That it is right and just 
• endowments, in which different religious denominations have, or 
have, rights or interests, should be divided among the several 
ma denominations, according to their wants and numbers in the 
to which such endowments are applicable," and, after referring 
Synodical Address of the Council of Thurles and the Rescripts on 
leen's Colleges, the Commissioners say : — 

ir mature consideration, we bave come to the conclusion that we cannot Opinions of 
id the adoption of these principles. They are completely at variance Commissioners 
) which have been recognised for some years past as the basis of par- adverse to 
•y aid to education in Ireland. They are also at variance with the Sectarian 
nidations of the Conmiissioners of Education Inquiry of 1791, and ^^^"^*^^<'°- 
plan proposed by Mr. Wyse's Committee of the House of Commons on 
lon Schools in 1838. 

were most anxious to have matured a plan that would have met with 
icurrence of Mr. Hughes ; but, notwithstanding his dissent from our 
we feel that the demand for Intermediate Education is so considerable, 
illy in the North of Ireland, that we are called on to suggest means of 
' ig it, in accordance with principles that we can approve of, in those 
^_ I where it is required by the inhabitants, without providing a Govem- 
^ystem of Intermediate Education in places where it might not be acceptable 
~ nMnority of the population. 

e think that this may be effected by the union of local funds, under the 

lement of local trustees, with grants of public money. The provision for 

■nuuiagement would enable the trustees to make suitable regulations for 

IS instmction, provided that the school shall, as a condition of its par- 

of the grant of public money, admit of the united ed\x(^a\>\0Tk oi ^x^^\!k& 



Hansard's Pari Debates, Third Series, vol. 1kxx\., t|}^. \^5T , \^?j!^. 
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of all rdigioufl persuasions ; and proyided, also, that the local managers 
subject to the direct control of the proposed Conunissioners of £ 
Schooh^^'-^Endowed Schools Com, Re^tort^ p. 2'23. 

And the Commissioners, when treating of the religious and 
discipline of scholars in the proposed scheme of Intermediate Edu 
say: — 

**The paramount importance of a sound religious and moral disciplim 
basis of education, might seem to require a more lengthened examinatioi 
subject than we here propose to undertake. We dispense, however, y 
discussion of this question, because we regard it as almost an undispui 
We fully admit the principle, but we insist on the propriety of secur 
facilities for its application in such ways as are consistent with a re 
parental authority and responsibility, and the maintenance of the rights 
science. We also think it right to declare our belief in the possil 
separating the courses of secular and religious instruction, so far as tc 
scnolars of different religious denominations to receive instruction of the 
kind in the same school, without compromise of opinions or risk of offe 
Endotved Schools Com, Report^ p. 214. 

JRefusal of It may not be out of place here to refer to the consistent rei 

grants to Parliament to extend to the Church Education Society of Ireland 

S^*^** ^^"^*" sanction or support, for the simple reason that the ground taken 

Association involved a violation of the principles on which the pos 

of United Education depends. 

From the foregoing sketch it would appear that the opinions o 

mittees of the House of Commons and of statesmen, and the ac 

Parliament and successive Governments, have for many years I 

favour of United Education in Ireland. 

]I(i8 any Case been made for a Change of Policy and the Svhstiti 

Sectarian for United Education, 

It has been thought desirable, even at some length, to refer 
history of Public Education in Ireland, not only in the Collej 
University, but also in the elementary school. It is felt most si 
Entire system by the Graduates of the Queen's University that the entire sysl 
of public non- now existing, stands or falls together. If sectarian education in c 
cation stands " ^ recognised by the State, and placed in a position in which the 
falls together. ^^^ privileges granted by the State can be used against the sys 
free and liberal education (a system which the Graduates enterl 
doubt is incomparably the best for Ireland), it will be imposs 
prevent the triumph of Denominationalism in every part of 
education in this country. Then the struggle between rival den 
tions will not be restricted to those centres of intelligence 
enlightenment and intercourse with the world tend in some dq 
mitigate sectarian animosities; but, in every parish and dist 
Ireland, the National schools, which are now so many local citac 
the protection of civil and reUgious liberty, will be turned into i 
holds of intolerance, recognised, inspected, and in the main sup 
by the State. 
Why should It may be fairly asked. What is there in the temper of the 
sectarianism be justify SO retrograde a measure as the introduction of a system of set 
m^oduced mto education into Ireland, to be at least encouraged and privileged, 
endowed, by the State % 
Tendency of In England test oaths have been recently abolished in the Univ< 
i^^^^ f° o^ Oxford and Cambridge, and tlie degree^a, and. Tnaai^ oi tlaa yriza 

been thrown open to all ; while, in elementary ed\vc»^aOTi^^^YBtetQ 
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>nscience claiise points to the just Umitatiou of the i>owers of 

trs and patrons of public schools. 

x)tland, the Universities have been lately fi:«ed from ecclesiastical In Scotland 



In Trinity GoU 
lege, Dublin. 



rinity College, Dublin, it is often made a matter of glorification 
iblin University is the " national " University, and that the halls 
ity College are open to every Irishman without any reference to 
id. And, although this is only in one sense true, few intelligent 
rs will doubt that that venerable Institution is slowly tending in 
5ction of freedom and real nationality. 

ere anything, then, in the circimistances of the Queen's Colleges 
iversity, or of Ireland, to justify the threatened change ] It has, 
been often said that the Colleges are a failure; but can this 
. be maintained 1 

e year 1857 a Royal Commission examined into and reported on 
yress of the Colleges ; and, after a most careful examination, the 
isioners say : — 

think that the Colleges cannot be regarded as otherwise than successful, The Colleget 
)twith8tanding opposing causes, to which we shall presently allude, they thensucceaifaL 
:heir halls, attendmg lectures, nearly 450 students. 



Do circumstan- 
ces justify such 
a change? 



Report of Com- 
missioners of 
1867. 



and 



that Report was presented to Parliament, the progress of the Their progress 
I has been great and constant, as will appear from the following since, great -«' 

iBER OP Students attending the three Queen's Colleges. 

In the year of Commissioners* Inquiry (1857-58) 445 
„ 1858-59, ..... 490 
„ 1859-60, 



„ 1860-61, 
„ 1861-62, 
„ 1862-63, 
„ 1863-64, 
„ 1864-65, 



546 
657 

758 

787 
810 
835 



Commissioners refer with unqualified satisfaction to the educa- Educational 
uccess of the Colleges, and they conclude their Report with a success. 
ph which we give in full, as it expresses, we believe, with au- 
and truth, some of the many benefits connected with the system 
Ltion as at present existing. 

think, however, that the good done by the Queen's Colleges as great public Good done by 
3ns in Ireland, cannot be estimated merely by the number of students the Colleges.' 
halls, or by the successful candidates whom they may send to the great 
ontests of the educated youth of the empire. We believe that, beyond 
y are, by the honorable competition existing between the students and 
rs of the several Queen's Colleges amongst themselves, and also by the 
and, we hope, friendly competition with the University of DubHn, 
ly aiding in advancing learning in Ireland. We believe that the Colleges 
ilated. and we trust the association of students of various creeds and 
\ withhi their walls does operate, to soften those feelings of party antag- 
ad sectarian animosity which have heretofore unhappily had too extended 
ence in Ireland ; and that they are rapidly generating a feeling of local 
ince and of self-respect, and exciting an mterest in the culture of liter- 
id science throughout the community at large." 

niiiozz of the several religious denominatioxia m \Saib Ci^<ft\|^ ^^tx- \ikX!:vcscv»A ^x^^-^- 
ntiB&ctory. ^^^ ^^"^^ 
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The number of students who have entered the Colleges, up to 
of last session, was 3,330, thus classified : — 

Established Church, . 957 

Roman Catholic, . 938 

Presb)i«rian, . . . .1,197 

Other Persuasions, . . . 238 



Total, 3,330 

The numbers of the several persuasions attending the Colleger 
last three years were as follows : — 

Establisbed Roman Presbj- Other Per- 

Charoh. Catholic. terian. suasions. 

1862-63, .212 214 277 84 

1863-64, . 210 237 260 103 

1864-65, . 221 229 273 112 

The represent- So much misuse is made of statistics on this subject, that it 

ation of Roman not improper here to state that the foregoing numbers furnish 

Catholi^more j^ore adequate representation of Koman Catholics than has bee 

is supposetl by *™®s publicly stated. Although it appears from the last E,epori 

some. Census Commissioners (Part iv., p. 40) that the nimiber of male i 

receiving instruction in " superior " schools was 1 2,785, of whoi 

were Koman Catholics, and from these nimibers alone a larger pre 

of Roman Catholics might be looked for in the Queen's Colleges, 

turning to page 62 of the same Report it will be seen that w 

entire number of members of the " Learned Professions " (excl 

clergymen), and " other Liberal Professions," is 6,482, the nm 

Roman Catholics included therein is 2,219, or about one-thii 

inconsiderable proportion of the comparatively large number of 

Catholics at " superior " schools is absorbed by the demands 

Catholic Church at home, in the United States, and in the 

colonies ; and this class of scholars never will be represented 

theological colleges. It is to be remembered at the same tir 

owing to the fact that the clergy of the Presbyterian Chiu-ch for t! 

part pursue their under-graduate course in Queen's College, Belf 

numbers of Presbyterians are proportionately large in the foregoinj 

and that, owing to the social position of members of the Estf 

Church, persons of the latter communion will always be nume 

any college open to all classes in Ireland. 

The system With regard to the amount of public sympathy that is enli 

rising in the es- favour of the Queen's Colleges and University, the Graduates 

moderate men. *^^* ^* ^ much greater than is generally supposed. They are co] 

that, notwithstanding the not inconsiderable amount of enforced aj 

on the education question, the system is yearly becoming better 

stood and more api)reciated by moderate men of all classes, and t 

feeling that it would lead to proselytism or infidelity, as contr 

Payment of guished from other systems, is steadily decreasing. If the D 

Deans of Resi- Residences were paid for their services, as recommended by tl 

dences. missioners who inquired into the Queen's Colleges, any lingering 

this head in the minds of moderate men, would be entirely remov 

a convenient sneer at the Colleges could no longer be ventured or 

* For the favour with which the National Board system is generally r 
by the laity in Ireland, reference may be made to iVvc Wt Report of tl 
missioners of National Edwcatxon (for 1864), no\. \. ^. "^K^ xsssS^kx. \J 
'* Feeling of Local Parties towards the 'National SOioova.^ 



aduates of the Queen's University do not wisli to separate the Sdccm* ol tha 
s CoUegee from that of the University. They believe that the Uulvenitj. 

the Gollegea is the success of the University, inasmuch as the 
the Colleges is to no inconsiderable extent the result of the 
of the Univeraity. Attempts have often been made to show 
ntire system is a failure, on account of the alleged paucity of 
s granted by the Queen's University. While not admitting, 
ison. above stated, that the mere number of degrees granted by 
'a XJniveimty is a sufficient test of the success of the Univereity, 
t be improper, in order to ascertain what the University has 
tly, to call attention to the numbers graduating Id the Queen's Comparison be- 
? and in the London University, for the first fourteen years *??" '^?!^''. 

Univeraity commenced to grant degrees. LoDdon'oiJ^ 
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appears that in the two periods taken above, the Queen's 
f, with its three affiliated Colleges, compares not unfavoitrably 
liondon University, with its large number of affiliated inatitu- 
16 total numbers it is true are not strictly comparable, inasmuch 
as in I^w and Engineering (which, however, are degrees in all 

are placed t« the credit of the Queen's Univeraity, Still a 
a of the two Universities is not without interest ; and consider- 
lircumstances — on the one hand the great and wealthy commu- 
which the London University drew its supplies of students, 
lumber of intermediate schools giving more or less classical 
in England, and the general interest felt in the institution by 
h dissenting bodies ; and, on the other hand, the poverty of 
le admitted deficiency in the means of intermediate education, 
enforcement of residence and attendance at lectures in the 
olleges while non-residence was permitted by Trinity College, 
le periods of distress and almost of social revolution through 
land has been passing for the last twenty years, and the oppo- 
he authorities of the B^man Catholic Church — the result of the 
a is satisfactory, and justifies the proposition that the Queen's 
r, by itself and without any reference to the Queen's Collies, 
, decided success. 



tve of diplomas in Law merged in the LL.B. Degree, and of diplomas 

ura 

iig- M.B.B merged in M.D.s, which are exduded, nui^ 'Coe. Q<^wis£% 

p^ats onfy the JM.D. '.Vbe M.Ch.s granted by tte ^^QftBiCft'ViM^'SE- 

r, beiog conferred on M.D.s, are simUaily exc^ndeA. 
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UnwiUlnguMs The Graduates of the Queen's University do not hesitate to ai 
of gradnatM to it is most painful for them to be obliged to come forward to 
intervene. against measures which they believe to be mainly desired by 
but that they admit a very influential one, of their Catholic ooi 
But they have no alternative. Numerous as were the attacks 
been made on the Colleges and University, the Graduates, as 
nevBr resented them, though in many instances, assured that] 
opponents did wrong to institutions that they loved. They hai 
content to leave the Colleges and University to be defended by 
suits, and hoped that time would mitigate, if not destroy, the h( 
"^y •^ ^^' opponents. But if, as alleged, radical changes are imder the cona., 
d^^ their ^^ ^® Government that has hitherto befiiended them, they cannot i 
oji^on. allow the adoption, in connexion with the National Universi^ 

Queen in Ireland, of a principle which more than any other willj 
tuate sectarian diflferences among those who ought to be the 1( 
what would promote friendship and social peace. It is vain to 
that the reform that is asked for in the Queen's University is a 
proposed by those in this country who have denounced United 
and the intercourse of Irishmen with Irishmen, and who now 
the proposed change as an instalment of complete Denominatic 
The Graduates would indeed be unworthy of the Institutions in' 
they were educated, were they not solemnly to raise th^ voiceti 
any change in the system of Public Education in Ireland, inv( 
State recognition of sectarian education or its incorporation 
system of which the Queen's Univei^ity has hitherto been the 
Allegation that It has indeed been said that the advocates of the Queen's Ul 
^^^dtl f ^ ^^^ opposed to, instead of being the friends of, freedom of educatioi 
dom of educa- *^®y ^®^^ *^ impose their conceptions of what is right on others : 
tion considered, is alleged, conscientiously differ with them. 
It is the duty The answer to this is simple : they do not impose their notions osn 
of the State not but they say that, at all events in Ireland, it is the duty of the Si 
to recognise or allowing perfect freedom to aU persons to work out their own ideasj 
tarianism in subject of education at their own expense and risk, not in any 
IreUnd. recognise or encourage sectarianism in education, and they 

proposition too plain for argument, that the refusal of such 
or encouragement to aU parties is no violation whatever eitherl 
rights of conscience or of civil lights. They cannot for a mom< 
that the State can be required, on the plea of conscientious sci 
adopt a measure the natural result of which is, as felt by all to d( 
class of Irishmen in their youth from friendly and equal intercoi 
their fellow-citizens. 
The privileges For those who prefer sectarianism in education the Lone 
of a degree at- versity is open, and any privileges belonging to a degree artj 
^^who^pre- «^t^iaina.ble. But the Graduates of the Queen's University 
fer sectarian ^^^* ^ system avowedly based on sectarianism should not in 
education. be equally honoured and encouraged by the State as a syst^a 
is based on the principle of equality to all and unfair prii 
none — a system which, by the opportunities it affords for 
intercourae and intimacy, while duly recognising religion, maJM 
dents not only know but feel that they are fellow-beings, endowed 
equal gifts, and subject to equal weaknesses, as well as fellow-d 
The hatreds of with equal rights before the law. The Graduates of the Queen* 
tbe^t abould yersity cannot forget that, in the history of Ireland, the paii^ 1 
a^, ^^^ "' df intestine atrife or religious conteatB occ\rp«Lea bItg^A-^ too ^graadtl 
Tbey do not wish that the now happHy «b\»AiVn!^ 'W\n:«d& tjsH ^ 
should he renewed and rendered perpetv\k\ Vy ttwiasi^ \s.^ ^ 
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die camps the youth of Ireland. They therefore call on all true 

here, and on the friends of Ireland in Great Britain, to aid in 

any change which will sectarianize public education in this 

% knd thereby indefinitely postpone the social and civil union of 

^untrymen. 

Admission to a Degree of Persons not Acadendcally Educated, 

Graduates of the Queen's University do not deem it necessary Academic edu 
more than briefly refer to the proposal, that the Queen's University cation should 
Id be assimilated in all respects to the London University and ^^ i««3ted on 
no Academic undergraduate education should be requir^ for °'* ^ ' 

ion to a degree, since they understand that it would not be accept- 
to some of those seeking affiliation with the Queen's University. 
it derives some im^rtance from being advocated in an unpublished 
'widely circulated pamphlet by an eminent Medical authority, who 
,al80 a Senator of the Queen's University. Against the scheme, 
>ver, the authority of <Jie author may be fairly cited, since in his 
more special department of study he disapproves of its adoption. 
those "who have enjoyed, as the Graduates of the Queen's University 
done^ the benefits of the Professorial system of lectures in Arts 
ted with strict examinations and other exercises in the classes, it 
be truly declared that the advantages to be gained from Collegiate 
Lg are not less in Arts than they are in Medicine. Disregard or 
bteaopt for Academical education in Arts can only be accounted for 
\ vul ©xpeiienoe of a comparatively worthless system of meie lectures, 
' of a lifeless attempt at purely Tutorial instruction. 
AsBtiming, then, that the Academical course of training is superior 
T men of average or fair ability (men of extraordinary gifts who 
mnot attend College being independent of the encouragement to leam- 
ig given by a University degree), it follows that it is the duty of those 
I whom, is intrusted the jwwer of encouraging the highest kind of 
iucatkm, not to do anything that would tend to degiade the value of 
le Arts and other degrees granted by the Queen's University. But, 
ren if ti»e assumption made were doubtful, there is no necessity what- 
rer for making the change referred to in the Queen's University, 
lasmuch as in the London University any one can get a degree, subject 
D examination tests alone. The degree of the London University will 
[liis be, in the estimate of the public, considered the stamp for one 
ind of training, that of the Queen's University and such universities 
B ixudst on Academical education, of another. 

In conclusion, the Graduates of the Queen's University would guard Couclusioii. 
hemselves against being taken to be opposed to change simply because 
he present system of public education exists. They think that every- 
hing should be done, consistently with a firm opposition to sectarianism 
no matter by whom or in what form advocated) to enlist all classes of 
jriahmen in favour of a complete system of public education. But, in 
considering the question whether any and what change is to be made, 
t is not to be hastUy assumed that those who drew up and sanctioned 
:iie Statutes of the Queen's Colleges, and recommended the University 
Charter, acted without great consideration for the feelings and opinions 
af those who were thought to bo opposed to the Colleges. If, on a 
careful examination of the whole matter by those in authority, any 
inodLScation of the existing system of Collegiate aXidT^mN^t^^^ «j^<^- 
UoB ahtdl Appear practicable, it is submitted tihat, m Qjoco£dAXLX^'*«^r^(^'^^ 
woviskm in the recent Charter, the intended mo^^c8.\A.oxL ^'av:^.^ "^o^ 
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referred to the Convocation of the Queen's University for their opi 
before final approval. But if, on the other hand, any such modifi 
shall appear impossible without destroying or endangering the ca 
Non-Sectarian education, it would seem to be the solemn duty of 
entrusted with the government of the country with firmness to 
fetDm change, and to maintain and develop a system which has 
already fruitful in good to Ireland. 

Signed on behalf of the Meeting, 

David Eoss, m.a., ll.b., Chavtrnm. 
Hugh Hyndman, ll.b. \ 
Henry Burden, m.a., m.d. > Hon. Sees, 
James B. Dougherty, m.a. I 
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Correspondence between the Boman Catholic Hierarchy and H#Z 

Majesty's Gtovernment. 

r 

Archbishop Cullen to Sir G. Grey. 

Dublin, 14th January, 1866. 

Sir, — I have the honour to forward to you two letters or memori 
on Primary and University Education, on the part of the twenty 
Boman Catholic Archbishops and Bishops in Ireland whose names 
attached to them. 

As so many Prelates living at considerable distances from each o 
wished to examine these memorials, it was necessary to get them prin 
but not for publiqation. 

Each prelate has attached his signature to a printed copy, similar 
that which I send. I retain the copies with the original signatures. 

If it be required that the memorials should be in manuscript, I shall 
have them copied, and get them signed by each prelate. 

I enclose a written petition to Her Majesty, praying for a Charter for 
our Boman Catholic University, which the same twenty-nine Prelates 
have given me written authorization to sign on their behalf. 

The memorials contain very little more than the statements which the 
four Archbishops had the honour of making to you in the interview which 
you granted to them, and in which they endeavoured to state, as briefly 
as possible, the many disadvantages pressing on Irish Boman Catholics in 
regard to education. 

I humbly confide that a just and liberal Government will take our 
memorials into favourable consideration, and commence to remove the 
grievances which for a long series of years have weighed heavily on the 
education of Boman Catholics in Ireland. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ^ Paul Cullen. 

Memorial on University Education referred to in the foregomg 

Letter. 

To the Bight Honorable Sir George Grey, bart., m.p.. Her Majesty's 

Secretary of State for Home Affairs, &c., &c. 

Sir, — We, the undersigned Boman Catholic Archbishops and Bishops 

in Ireland, having learned that it is the intention of Her Majesty's Go- 

vernment to make alterations in the system of University Education ^now 

existing in this country, beg respectfully to lay "beioxe -jovi, ttiA ^cSmksvxji^ 

yon before Her Majesty's Government, tK% iollowixv^ o\ifeTV«b\,\ana otv^Jk 



iportant subject, in which the spiritual welfai-e of our flocks is deeply 

Loemed: — 

In the first place we have to observe, that the E>oman Catholics of 

iland have long laboured under the greatest disadvantages with respect 
[to education. In past times all their educational establishments were 
[suppressed, and laws were enacted prohibiting them to establish schools at 
home, or to send their children for education to the Continent. The effects 
of this penal legislation still remain ; and Catholics, deprived of the endow- 
ments of former times, are left without any institution supported by the 
State, in which they can, with safety to faith and morals, cultivate the 
higher studies and take out academical degrees. 

Whilst the majority of the Irish people were thus suffering, great 
educational privileges were conferred by the State on the minority of the 
nation ; and a Protestant University, with subsidiary institutions, was 
established and amply endowed. 

Trinity College, or the University of Dublin, has landed property to the 
extent of 199,573 acres, or 100th part of the whole acreage of Ireland. 
These lands, valued according to the very reduced standard of 1851 at 
£92,360 per annum (Dub. Univ. Conmiis., 1853, p. 268, Evidence), are, 
it is stated, let at low rents ; but still the income and influence derived 
from such extensive landed property must be considerable. 

The advantages offered by an institution so richly endowed have 
always attracted great numbers to its lecture halls. At present there are 
1,500 students on its roll, the fees received from whom are calculated to 
average the large sum of .£30,000 a year (Dub. Univ. Commis., ibid,) 

Not to speak of 'the amount originally expended in the erection of the 
College buildings, the Crown, at the petition of the Irish House of 
Commons, gave from time to time considerable sums for their extension. 
Thus, in 1698 we find a grant of £3,000, in 1709 of £5,000, in 1717 
another of £5,000, in 1721 a third sum of £5,000, and in 1751 a fourth 
of the same amount, £5,000. In 1753 the grant was raised to £10,000, 
and in 1755 to £20,000. In 1757 a further grant was made of £10,000, 
and in 1787 of £3,000.— (" Dub. Univ. Calendar for 1863," page 233 
et seq.) 

In addition to the large pecuniary resources possessed by the College, 
and the immense influence resulting from its extensive landed property, 
it has the right of presentation to twenty-one benefices, some of them 
with an income of over £1,000 a year. 

The advantages enjoyed by the Protestant University of Dublin do not 
stop here ; schools connected with it are scattered throughout Ireland, 
and possesses extensive property in lands, granted in part by the Crown, 
the Royal Schools, Endowed Schools, and Erasmus Smith's Schools. 
They may be considered as intended exclusively for the benefit of mem- 
bers of the Established Church, although a few boys of other religious 
denominations are occasionally admitted ; and they serve very largely 
as feeders for the Protestant University. A great proportion of the 
heads and tutors of these schools are members of Trinity College ; all the 
heads, with two or three exceptions, are clergymen of the Established 
Church ; in fine, to these institutions are attached 153 Exhibitions for 
the pupils who pass from their halls to the University of Dublin. — 
" Thom's Official Directory for 1865," page 906.) 

It is true that for the last few years Roman Catholics, as weU as Pro- 
testant Dissenters, have been admitted to certain scholarships in the 
University of Dublin ; but these are TMrn/ouudatiou sclwjlart'ahA.'pa V^*- Xs^- 
varsity CaJendar/' page 18), giving no riglat to ^«ftT5mN6t«vfc^^^c«c^^KiS6a 
(ibid.), or to a share in the govermnent oi tlio CjoV\ftg<b,^\5M2tL, «.«»io^c^ba^HKi 
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the Royal Commission of 1853 (" Report," page 2), continues " a Pro. 
testant institution, in most of its essential characteristics," as it was at its - ' 
foundation by Queen Elizabeth. 

All the heads of Trinity College, the provost, vice-provost, fellowt, 
scholars on the foundation, &c., are and must be members of the Established 
Church, and the provost, vice-provost, and nearly all the fellows are 
clergymen. Three Professorships in the University School of Physic, in 
accordance with a recent Act of Parliament, and some Professorships of a 
subordinate character, are indeed open to Catholics ; but, as a matter of 
fact, all the Professors are Protestants with the exception of the Professor 
of Italian and Spanish. 

Trinity College was founded by Queen Elizabeth as a bulwai-k of ih.Q 
Protestant religion in Ireland against Catholicity. Until the year 1793, 
all its students, as well as others belonging to it, were obliged to subscribe 
the Thirty-nine Articles. About 33 per cent, of its students even now 
are Divinity students of the Established Church ; its whole teaching is 
based on the Protestant religion, the works it publishes are imbued with 
an anti-Catholic spirit, and several who entered its halls as Catholics, 
have, during their University course, or afterwards, forsaken the rehgioii 
of their parents. 

The Emancipation Act of 1829 having placed Catholics on a footing 
of civil and poUtical equality with the rest of Her Majesty's subjects, it 
was manifest that the educational ascendancy of a minority could not 
long be maintained through the monopoly enjoyed by Trinity College. 

The Queen's Colleges were established in 1847, with. the avowed ob- 
ject of ajOTording to all classes in Ireland University education on equal 
terms. Over £200,000 have up to the present been expended on tbe 
buildings, furniture, and repairs of these Colleges, the sum annually 
voted by Parliament for their support is over £24,000, and £1,800 a 
year is granted to the Queen's University, which exists altogether for 
their advantage. 

Notwithstanding this profuse expenditure, the Queen's Colleges have, 
as far as Catholics are concerned, not only failed to attain the object for 
which they were founded, but have been gradually drifting into Pro- 
testantism. Belfast College is almost exclusively Presbyterian, and in 
Cork and Galway, although situated in Catholic districts, the great 
majority of the heads and professors are Protestants of various religious 
denominations. 

If the Queen's Colleges had corresponded to the objects for which they 
were established, the great majority of the students should be Catholics, 
who are 77 per cent, of the inhabitants of Ireland, not Protestants, who 
are only 23 per cent, of the population, and are amply provided for in 
Trinity College. But what is the fact ? More than 75 per cent, of the 
students of those Colleges are Protestants, whilst less than 25 per cent, 
profess the faith of the great majority of the people, a proportion totally 
inadequate to represent the number of Catholics who, by their social 
. position and preliminary studies, have a right to aspire to a University 
education. We may add that even of this minority of Catholic students 
a considerable number frequent the Queen's Colleges, yielding to the 
pressure of necessity, or tempted by the abundant allurements held out 
to them. Hence, whether we take into account the total population of 
this country, or the large sums expended on those Colleges, the number 
of young men of all denominations attending them is so inconiiidetnible 
^IiAt they must be admitted to be a signal fEolure. 
ISie result of the mixed system of edvucntion in ^e Q,xi!M£b!% C^^^!^)i«l|B%^ 
ejcf^uding, as it does, ike influemoefi o£ religion., la, ^^ \)«J^^v^^ \«i \,T«ai. 
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the youthftd mind in indifferentism to every creed and in practical infi- 
delity, which tend to subvert the throne as well as the altar. We have, 
therefore, deemed it our duty, in accordance with the teaching of our 
Church, and the wisdom of this teaching is confirmed by experience, to 
declare these institutions replete with grave and intrinsic danger to the 
faith and morals of our flocks. Under these circumstances Catholics 
have no confidence in them, and can never, consistently with their re- 
ligious principles, accept them. 

We cannot leave this subject without referring to some restrictions 
mth respect to persons aspiring to the learned professions, and they are 
very considerable, restrictions wliich tend to force Roman Catholics into 
one of the two legally recognised Universities. 

In 1861 there were in Ireland 6,360 Catholic young men receiving 
a superior education (" Census, 1861 "). Now upon this large number 
of Catholics, any one of whom may aspire to a liberal profession, the 
followiag unfair terms are proposed by those who would maintain in 
education an ascendancy which the legislature long since abolished in 
civil and political life, or would give educational equality at the cost of 
conscience. 

All graduates of Tiinity College, or of the Queen's University, can be 
called to the bar at the end of three years, while non-graduates cannot be 
called until the expiration oifive years from the date of their registration 
aa law students. 

Graduates are obliged to attend only tv)o courses of lectures, either at 
the King's Inns, Dublin, or at Trinity College, or (in the case of students 
of the Queen's University) at any of the Provincial Colleges, while non- 
graduates are required to attend four courses, viz., two at the King's 
Inns, and two others at Trinity College. Moreover, graduates are re- 
quired to attend tuoelve terms' commons, viz., six in the King's Inn, and 
six in any Inn in London, while non-graduates are required to attend 
seomteen terms' commons, viz., nine in the King's Inns and eight in 
England. Finally, the fees payable by graduates are less than those im- 
posed upon non-graduates. 

With regard to the apprentices of solicitors and attorneys, all matri- 
culated students of Tnnity College and of the Queen's Colleges are 
exempt from the preliminary examination imposed upon others. If 
graduates, they are admissible to the practice of theii' profession two 
years sooner than non-graduate apprentices, and are exempt from one of 
the courses of lectures appointed by the Benchers for such apprentices. 

All Catholics aspiring to the professions just mentioned must submit 
to these inconveniencies, or if they wish to avoid them, must enter a 
University founded to maintain the ascendancy of the Established 
Church in Ireland, or Institutions condemned by their own Church. It 
is to be added that these unfair conditions are imposed qtiite irrespectively 
of proficiency in literature, science, or law. 

With respect to the medical profession, everyone knows the high value 
3ractitioners and the public set on the degree of " Doctor of Medicine." 
But no person can obtain that high distinction in Ireland without be- 
x>ming a member of one of the two Universities recognised by law ; and 
Ilatholic medical students must either give up all chance of that honour 
md professional advantage, or trample under foot their self-respect, by 
entering, contrary to their religious principles, one of the institutions 
vhich their Church condemns. 

As to professors in colleges and tutors, bea\de% tlkft \xiysa^^<» ^ ^Jofe 
tenoDs themaelvefif everyone must see t\ve inyMy m^cX«\ o\i^^ ^^jsnr»w- 
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tion of the nation at large, when more than one-half of the teachers mi ^ 
superior schools and colleges are obliged to forego a University educatki^. 
or to secure it at the risk of endangering the most important interests. 

It being evident from the statements just made that the existing in- 
stitutions recognised by the State do not put University education within 
the reach of Irish Roman Catholics on terms of which they can safely 
' avail themselves, or on principles approved by their religion, we, their 
pastors, aided by their generous contoibutions, determined to supply this 
great want, and established the Catholic University of Ireland. 

For the foundation and maintenance of this institution, we have within 
the last few years collected a siun of 125,000if. We have purchased 
premises in the City of Dublin, gathered together a library of about 
30,000 volumes, scientific collections, &c., and appointed a body of pro- 
fessors of great eminence. 

The institution thus established compiises five faculties, viz., theology, 
law, medicine, philosophy and letters, and mathematical and physical 
science, and is presided over by a rector named by ourselves and re- 
movable at our pleasure. While retaining in our own hands the supreme 
authority, we have delegated to twelve of our body the immediate 
government of the institution ; but we leave to the rector and to the 
University the direction of all academical matters. In the exercise of 
his office the rector is assisted by a Council, consisting of the deans of 
faculties and some other members of the academic body, and at stated 
times he is obliged to lay before us a full report of the working of the 
institution. In fine, every possible means is taken to secure a succession 
of the most distinguished professors. Our University, therefore, while 
affording to Catholics the best religious guarantees, will offer them all 
the advantages of the highest literary and scientific education. 

Several of its students are at present studying philosophy and letters, 
science, or medicine, under the immediate care of its Professors in Dublin; 
* others, having passed a matriculation examination before the Examiner 
appointed by the authorities of the University, are pursuing their studies 
in Colleges or Schools, of which 24 in various parts in Ireland are con- 
nected with it. In these Schools they prepare for further examinations, 
and compete for some of the prizes and honours of the University, passing 
into residence in Dublin at a later period of their course, should they 
desire to do so. 

Cramped, however, in many ways, and especially by its inability to 
give degrees recognised by law, our University has had to encounter 
serious difficulties. The injurious effects of the restrictions imposed upon 
it may best be estimated by considering the development of its only 
branch which was in some measure free from them. In the Faculty of 
Medicine, the certificates of the Professors of our Medical School being 
recognised by the various licensing bodies, the number of students at- 
tending lectures (at present 93), nearly equals, and in some sessions has 
exceeded the number in the School of the richly-endowed University of 
Dublin. The growing disposition, however, of the authorities in the 
army, navy, and other departments of the public service, not to rest 
satisfied with a mere medical licence, but to require a University degree, 
has already begun to operate injuriously on this branch too of our 
Institution. 

Considering these, and the other circumstances we have mentioned, 
and calling to mind all the past sufferings and privations to which 
Catholics have been subjected, we respectfully submit that our University 
isf entitled to all the privileges conferred upon ot\iet 8hfiaA€ims:»X 'ydsJCv 
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tutions, and especially to that of conferring academical degrees, a privi- 
lege enjoyed for nearly 300 years by the Protestant University of Dublin, 
for the advantage of a small minority of the people of Ireland. 

However, understanding that Her Majesty's Government does not 
intend for the present to advise Her Majesty to grant us what we have 
a claim to, but proposes to introduce modifications in the existing system 
of academical education, which will enable Catholic students to obtain 
University degrees without that sacrifice of principle or conscience of 
which we complain, we shall be thankful for such changes if they do not 
interfere with Catholic teaching, and if they tend to put us on a footing 
of equality with our fellow-subjects of other religious denominations. 
While expressing these feelings, we deem it our duty again to declare 
emphatically our condemnation of the system of united academical 
education on \i'hich the Queen's Colleges are founded, and which, in 
accordance with the repeated declarations of our Church, we hold to be 
mtrinsically dangerous to the faith and morals of Catholics. 

In the changes referred to, as we understand them, we recognise a 
token of the willingness of Her Majesty's Government to grant an instal- 
ment of the justice in educational matter to which our flocks are entitled ; 
but, if unaccompanied by an endowment of our Catholic University, and 
a reconstruction of the Queen's Colleges, we cannot regard them as satis- 
&ctory to the Catholics of Ireland. If Trinity College, with its im- 
mense wealth and influence, is left as it is in Protestant hands and for 
! Protestant education ; if the Queen's Colleges are left as they are, largely 
subsidized by the State for State education ; and if at the same time 
Catholics, who are taxed for the suppoi-t of these same Queen's Colleges, 
have further to tax themselves for the support of the Catholic University, 
they are not treated with justice, nor placed upon a footing of equality 
with others. Without an endowment, the proposal of the Government 
would confer but little, if any, substantial benefit upon our Catholic 
University ; for degrees can be obtained through the London University, 
and property can be acquired and transmitted without a Charter by 
availing of certain legal expedients. Without re-arranging the Queen's 
Colleges on the principles of the denominational system, so as to meet the 
conscientious objections of Catholics, much of the evils and injustice of 
which Catholics complain will remain unredressed. These Colleges will 
continue to be, what they are, a failure as regards the purpose for which 
they were originally intended — ^the education principally, though not ex- 
clusively, of Catholics — and a failure costing the public £24,000 per 
annum. They will continue to hold out their scholarships, prizes, &c., as 
so many bribes to Catholic young men to induce them to become dis- 
obedient children of their own Church ; and they will continue to be a 
standing cause of disunion between the Catholic Bishops of Ireland and 
the Government of the country, which policy, not to speak of any other 
consideration, would put an end to. With our Catholic University un- 
endowed, and with other university arrangements still hostile to us, the 
proposal of the Government could not, we respectfully repeat, be regarded 
as satisfactory to the Catholics of Ireland. 

But, looking on the proposal of the Government as an earnest of good- 
will towards our flocks in the matter of education, we profess our willing- 
ness to co-operate, as far as we can, in caiTying it out, because we enter- 
tain the confident expectation that, when the Government come finally 
to consider it, they will embody in it the following concessions : — 

1st. That the University founded by the l^oiMJiCj«^'c^\<5i'^^^<<s^'s»^^?^ 
he chartered as a college within the new \ymveTCv\)7,\xi«vvs3tL ^\s^3a^^ 
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to leave the department of teaching Catholics altogether in the hands of 
Catholics, and under the control of their Bishops, its founders. 

The following draft of a Charter, borrowed in its main details from that 
of King's College, London, would, in our opinion, be suited for the 
Catholic University College, as it embodies the system on which it has 
been conducted for several years : — 

" Draft of Charter:' 

*' Whereas it has been represented to us by N. N. that there has existed during 
the last eleven years, and does now exist in our Kingdom of Ireland, in the city 
of Dublin, a literary and scientific institution, established for the higher educa- 
tion of youth, and known under the style and title (or commonly called) * The 
Catholic University of Ireland;' and whereas the said Institution comprises 
classes of instruction in science and literature, taught by able Professors, and 
frequented by a large number of students, and possesses extensive and valuable 
libraries, rich and costly collections requisite for imparting a knowledge of the 
sciences, &c. : And whereas considerable sums of money have been subscribed 
and collected for carrying on the said undertaking : And whereas it has been set 
out in the petition presented to us, that the said undertaking would be more 
effectually prosecuted, and that complete success would be the more easily at- 
tained, if it were protected by our Royal Sanction, by means of a Royal Charter 
of Incorporation,*' &c., &c., &c. 

" That for the purpose of establishing and maintaining the said College, to be 
called ' The Catholic or Roman Catholic University College of Ireland,' the four 
Roman Catholic Archbishops, exercising jurisdiction in Armagh, Dublin, Cashel, 
and Tuam, for the time being respectively, shall by virtue of their respective 
offices be perpetual Governors of the said College. 

" That in addition to the perpetual Governors hereinbefore named, the Right 
Rev. John Derry, d.d., Roman Catholic Bishop ; the Right Rev. John Eilduff, 
D.D., Roman Catholic Bishop; the Right Rev. Dominic O'Brien, d.d., Roman 
Catholic Bishop ; the Right Rev. James Walshe, d.d., Roman Catholic Bishop ; 
the Right Rev. Laurence Gillooly, d.d., Roman Catholic Bishop ; the Right 
Rev. Thomas Furlong, d.d., Roman Catholic Bishop ; the Right Rev. Michael 
Flannery, d.d., Roman Catholic Bishop ; and the Right Rev. John Pius Leahy, 
D.D., Roman Catholic Bishop ; and such persons to the number of eight (but no 
more), as shall from time to time hereafter be nominated in their stead, in the 
manner hereinafter mentioned, shall be Governors for life of the said College. 

" That the various branches of Literature and Science, of Medicine, and of 
Law, shall be taught in the said College, under the superintendence of a Rector 
or other Head, Vice -Rector, Professors and Tutors, or such other Masters or 
Instructors as shall from time to time be appointed in the manner hereinafter 
mentioned. 

" That the four Roman Catholic Archbishops, for the time being, shall be 
Visitors of the said College, and their authority be supreme in questions regard- 
ing religion or morals, and in all other things in the said College. 

'* That whenever a vacancy shall occur in the office of Life Governor, the 
eX'officio Governors shall by writing nominate such other person as to them shall 
seem meet to be a Governor for life. 

" That the Governors shall appoint the Rector and Vice-Rector. 

*' That there shall be five Faculties in the College, viz. : — Theology, Law, 
Medicine, Philosophy and Letters, and Mathematical and Physical Science. 

" That each Faculty consist of all the Professors actually engaged in teaching 
in its own Department, and of as many other persons skilled in the subject-matter 
of that Faculty, as to the Governors, having consulted the Faculty, shall seem 
meet. 

'*That each Faculty shall annually elect a Dean, subject to the Rector's 
approval ; and that he shall be re-eligible. 

*^ That each of the Faculties shall be empowered to make and change rules 
and statutes regarding the government and advancement of its own Departm^t, 
subject to the approval oi the Governors. 



"That Uiey almll hold examinations, and be the ex-officio advisew of tha 
GovernQre in all matters appertaining to their several Departments. 
^_ " That whenever a ProFessorahip shall have to be filled up, the Rector, having 

> ii Bonsnlted the Faoulty inw!iich the vacancy occurs, shall present to the Governors 
the names of at least three candidates, to be determined by pablifihed worka, or 
pablic reputation, or, if it seem fit to the Governors, by pubhc examination. 

" That the perpetual Governors, Life Governors, Sector, Vice-Rector, and 
Fftcultacs, be constituted one body, politic and corporate, to be called ' The 
Catholic (or Roman Catholic) University College of Ireland.' 
" That the Governors for the time being shall have fuU power, from time to 
me, to appoint, and as they ahall see occarion, to remove, as well the Rector, 
£<^ Tiee-Rector, the Professors, and other members of the I'acultiee, the Tutors and 
UuCers, as also the Secretary, and all officers, agents, and servants of the said 
Oallege. 
-— " That there shall be a Council of the College, consisting of the Rector, Vice- 

, ri Sector, five Deans of Faculties, a Dean of Discipline, and three other members 
hI if the Cmporation, the last four to be selected by the Governors ; and that five 
M lonn a quorum. 

" That, subject and without pnjudice to the powers given by this Charter to 

As Visitors and Governors, the Council for the time bemg shall have, with the 

pdon of Unances, the entire management of, and superintendence over, the 

ra of the College ; and in all cases unprovided for by this Charter, it shall 

lit lawful for the Council to net in such manner aa shail appear to them beat 
etlculated to promote the welfare of the College ; provided always, that all t^eir 
Ida shall bs submitted, at least once each j-ear, to the Governors and Visitors, 
and that no act of theirs shall he of any weight or value, if, within twelve months 
I dler it has been submitted, it be deemed by the said Governors or Visitors in- 
jorious to religion or morals, or otherwise of detriment to the College. 

" That the four Visitors shall be the Trustees of all property belonging to the 
College, 

"'I hat the Governors shall have the power of appointing a Treasurer or 
Treasurers, and that there shall be an audit of accounts at appointed times." 

2ndly. That in order to place tliis new Catholic College on a footing 
of equality with other institutioiia, a suitable endowment be given to it ; 
emce it will be frequented by the great mass of Catholics, and it would 
be manifestly unfair to oblige them to tax themaelvea for the support of 
tiieir own College, while institutions which they on conscientious grounds 
wndemn and shun are supported out of the public funds, to which they 
contribiite equally with others. 

3rd]y. That for the same reason Burses and Scholarships be provided, 
either by the application of existing, or the erection of new endowments, 
80 aa to place tlie rewanfe of merit etjually within the reach of all. 

Ithly, That the Catholic University College be empowered by charter 
la oCBliate Colleges and Schools to itself. 

■ Stltly, That tlie tests of knowledge be applied in such a manner aa to 
avoid tiie appearance of connecting, even by the identity of namo, those 
who avail themselves of them, or co-operate in applying them, with a 
system which tlieir religion condemns, 

6thly. That these testa of knowledge be guarded against every danger 
of abuse, or of the exercise of any influonae hostile or prejudicial to the 
religious priiKnples of Catholics ; that they may be made as general aa 
may be consistently with a due regard for the interests of education, 
the time, manner, and matter of examinations being prescribed, but not 
the books or special authoi-s, at least in mental and social science, in 
history or in cerate subjecta; and that, in a woixl, there be banished 
from them even the suspicion of interference with the religioiis pn'riciples 
of Catholics. 

7thly. Th&t tlie Queen's Colleges be ve-artangwi on "S&e ■g-tv&w.'^s^^t 
the doDoiainationHl system of oJncation. 
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In concluding this communication, we beg you to lay before fl.( 
Majesty the accompanying Memorial for a Charter for our College, 
to pray that Her Majesty will be graciously pleased to grant its petitioi 

We have, &c. 



Paul Cullen. 
P. Leahy. 

C. Denvir. 
E. Walsh. 
John Derry. 

WiLLL/LM KeANE. 

P. Fallon. 

D. MORIARTY. 

D. O'Brien. 

L. GiLLOOLY. 

Thomas Furlong. 
M. O'Hea. 
Geo. Butler. 
Thomas Nulty. 
N. Power. 



Joseph Dixon. 
John Cantwell. 
Thomas Feeny. 
W. Delany. 
F. Kelly. 

P. DURCAN. 

John Killdupp. 
J. P. Leahy. 
James Walshe. 
D. M^Gettigan. 
John M*Evilly. 
p. dorrian. 
Nicholas Conaty. 
James Donelly. 



The above letter has been agreed to and signed by the Boman Catholie 
Prelates whose names are attached to it. 



Dublin, 14 January, 1866. 



(Signed) ^ Paul Cullen, 

Boman Catholic Archbishop. 



(Note. — Reprinted from Parliamentary Paper 84 qftlie year 1866.) 



Correspondence of the Boman Catholic Hierarchy widi Lord 
Mayo in 1868 {referred to in the Statement at pa^ge 8). 

[Mem, — On the 24th March Dr. Leahy and Dr. Derry, after a lengthened 
interview with Lord Malmesbury and Lord Mayo at the Inah. Office, 
in which they stated their views, agreed to put their opinions in 
writing, which will be found in the following letter.] 

The Most Bev. Dr. Leahy and Dr. Derry to Lord Mayo. 

Thurles, March 31, 1868. 

My Lord, — Having been deputed by the Boman Catholic Prelates of 
Ireland to treat with Her Maj^ty's Ministers concerning a charter and 
endowment for the Catholic IJniversity of Ireland, we had the honour 
of a personal interview with your Lordship and the Bight Honorable 
the Earl of Malmesbury, in which we submitted our views respecting the 
plan of a Catholic University announced by your Lordship in your place 
in Parliament, and more fully developed in the course of the explana- 
tions which passed between us on the occasion of our interview. 

Having been requested by your Lordship to commit to writing the 
views which we put forward in conversation, we now beg to submit the 
following statement, premising that it is not intended to be a complete 
draft of the plan of a Catholic University independent of foregone ex- 
planations ; but, assuming as understood those parts of the plan with 
reference to which no difference of opinion was expressed, it sets out the 
iterations which we think it desirable or neceaaary toYiKv^ ixAdL^^Vxi^^v^^ 
project us presented to us. Whilst we atat© omi o^pmionB, %sA oStet 
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itions with respect to the special plan proposed by your Lordship's 
^emment, we wish to say in passing that the plan most acceptable to 
Catholic Prelates of Ireland would be a modification of the existing 
bolic University, 

Andy first, the new University, we are decidedly of opinion, ought to 

not simply a University for holding examinations and conferring 

I, but ought furthermore to be a teaching University, having its 

fiill staff of professors, men of the highest mark in every department 

letters and science, who should deliver courses of University lectures 

to the students of the several colleges affiliated to the University. 

delivering and publishing lectures such eminent Professors would 

only maintain a high standard of excellence in the University's own 

lemic halls, and in those of the colleges affiliated to it, but would, 

MH-eover, excite a wholesome rivalry throughout the republic of letters. 

furthermore, it is avowedly in the contemplation of Gk)vemment to 

ite a university which from the outset shall be able to enter into 

ive competition with the older universities. But without a full staff 

eminent university professors, the realization of the benevolent and 

itened views of the Government would be simply an impossibility. 

le senate would, as a matter of course, appoint the university pro- 

Bors. 

Besides teaching through its own professors, the proper functions of 
le university would be to determine the subjects of all university ex- 
inationSy matriculation, middle, and degree, to appoint university 
jteaminers, to confer degrees, to determine what colleges should be 
^^iffiliated to it, <&c., &c. 

That the whole system of the university and its affiliated colleges may 
'work harmoniously, it is necessary clearly to define from the outset 
their mutual relations. Highly approving of the principle of independ- 
ence upon which the Government proposes to found the university, we 
conceive that the same principle of independence ought to be extended 
to the affiliated colleges in relation to the university. The colleges 
oaght to be perfectly free as regards their internal concerns, the appoint- 
ment of rector, professors, and other officers, the course of studies, the 
inles and regulations : in a word, they ought to be wholly independent 
f>f the university in ever3rthing except what might appertain to uni- 
versity examinations, and the conferring of degrees. Whilst none of 
the purposes of aimiversity on the one hand, nor the interest of the 
colleges on the other, demand any further control over the colleges on 
the part of the university, to vest in the senate the power even of a 
oimple veto on the appointment of the professors or other officers of the 
coU^es would be not only uncalled for, but an undue interference with 
the freedom of the colleges. It would be scarcely justifiable in the sup- 
position that the colleges would be unendowed by the State. It is only 
on the strength of an endowment that the State, acting through the 
tmiversity, could pretend to any right to inquire into, not to say ta inter- 
fere in, the internal concerns or administration of the colleges. 

The constitution of the university as proposed by Government is, that 
the senate shall consist of twenty members, a Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, 
four Roman Catholic Bishops, the President of Maynooth College, six 
laymen, five representatives of the university faculties, and the heads of 
colleges affiliated to the university. It will be observed that the fixed 
members are eighteen in number, and that, if twenty be the 'wI^cAa 
number of membera, there will be room only iox t^^ro \i<fc«A^ ^i ^^^mj^r^ 
^alleges. Belie^ring it was not meant to limit \:\vat c\«i«& oi TafeT5^««* ^<^ 
^o, we respectfnllv recommend that all Yieads oi affi\\a\ie^ c^«i^|?s^\«» 



members of the senate. They would be the natural bonds of u: 
between the university and the colleges. 

In a Broman Catholic University the Chancellor should be a Bis 
Though in a Mixed University that high office might be fitly opei 
laymen, in a professedly Catiliolic University, it is not so; for 
ecclesiastical dignity of a bishop would insure for him as Chana 
deference and respect as well as inspire a degree of confidence that m 
not be so readily yielded to a layman or an ecclesiastic of the se( 
order. The eligibility of Bishops alone to the office of Chancello 
attended with this further advantage — that it would be much less < 
cult to determine the relative pretensions of Bishops than of the 
greater nimiber of distinguished laymen scattered up and down thrc 
the country, besides that there would be less room for rivalry anc 
the clashing of opinions. In the Irish Boman Catholic hierarchy t 
is at present one who, as Cardinal, ranks first, the Cardinal Archbii 
of Dublin, and who, irrespectively of his high rank, is eminently ^ 
fill the office of Chancellor. It is respectfully submitted to the Goi 
ment that he should be appointed the first Chancellor of the 
University. 

We are 'Strongly of opinion that, after the first nomination bj 
Crown, the Chancellor should be elected by the Senate, not by Com 
tion. A vacancy in the Chancellorship might occur before a boc 
graduates would have grown up to furnish what must be nominally 
chief element of Convocation. And, when that body would have gi 
large enough to be worthy of the name of Convocation, it would b 
expedient to leave to its suffrages, influenced, perhaps, by other 
siderations than that of the public interest, the selection of a perse 
fill the highest office in the University. It would be inexpedient 
for this further reason, that, the body of graduates being the domi 
power in Convocation, and having to choose between bishops, any 
tention between them as to the relative merits of bishops, anything 
a pitting of bishop against bishop, would be not only very inconvei 
but iinseemly in the highest degree. The more limited, the mor 
perienced, and the graver body of the Senate is mucn to be prefi 
for a trust in every way so important. We purpose no alteratio 
regards the mode of appointing the Vice-Chancellor. 

We ask that the election of the six laymen, who are to be mien 
of the Senate, shall, after the first nomination by the Crown, rest 
the Senate itself, and not with Convocation. The reasons all 
assigned for a like alteration in the plan, as regards the electic 
Chancellor, for the most part apply to that now proposed, and pei 
some of them with even greater force. It is natural to think tl 
better selection would be made by the mature unimpassioned judg 
of the senate, comprising, as it would, the representatives of the us 
sity faculties, the heads of the affiliated colleges, the President oi 
College of Maynooth, the four bishops, the Chancellor and 
Chancellor, than would be made by giuduates, yoimg men swi 
perhaps, by political or personal influences, by party feeling, passio 
prejudice. 

In the course of your Lordship's statement, you observed thai 

presence in the senate of four bishops, and of the President of Mayi 

College, together with the circumstances that all the members cA 

senate should be Roman Catiholics, aiforded a sufficient guai*ante< 

the safety of faith and morals. We duly appreciate the desire ol 

Ghvemment to provide an adequate guaranty ioT >ik^\> y^xxt^k^^^ %x 

behalf of the Irish bishops we very 'wii\mgVy xwsonc^^^x ^rcmb^ < 
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idly disposition thus evinced. But it is our duty to state, for the 

trmation of Her Majesty's Government, that the safety of faith and 

in the university can only be secured by recognising in the 

lops as members of the senate the right, which as bishops they possess, 

which all Catholics must acknowledge them to possess, of pronouncing 

Loritatively on matters of faith and morals. That right belongs to 

and to them alone, as compared with laymen, and even •ecclesiastics 

the second order. According to the doctrine and discipline of the 
Lolic Church, it is not competent for laymen, not even for clergymen 

the second order, however learned, to judge authoritatively of faith 

" morality. That is the exclusive province of bishops. As faith and 
"Ity may be injuriously affected either by the heterodox teaching of 
Ipofessors, lecturers, or other officers, or by their bad moral example, or 
{fty the introduction of bad books into the university programme, the 
^vracy least power that could be claimed for the bishops on the senate, 
^wilii a view to the counteraction of such evils, would be that of an 
^absolute negative on such books, and on the first nomination of pro- 
fessors, &c., &c., as well as on their continuing to hold their offices after 
kkving been judged by the bishops on the senate to have grievously 
clfended against faith or morals. It will be observed that the power 
iiiere claimed relates solely to matters intimately connected with morality 
HQd doctrine. 

This will be better understood by supposing a case in which the power 
claimed for the Bishops would come into play-^the case of a candidate 
for a university chair, judged by the Bishops to be of unsound faith ; if 
they have not the power to pronounce him ineligible ; if he be elected to 
the office against their protest, as he might be, supposing them not to 
have at least the power of a veto on his appointment ; a professor de- 
dared to be xinsound in faith would be placed in a position to teach false 
doctrine in a Catholic University, governed by a senate of which four 
Bishops would be members. It could not have been intended that the 
fiiith of Catholics — and what is said of faith may be said of morals — 
should be thus openly outraged ; on the contrary, we are well assured 
that the Government, in proposing the plan of a Catholic Wniversity, 
desired and desires that it should be so framed as to be conformable to 
tfae doctidne and discipline of the Catholic Church, and that in its con-r 
stitution Catholic students should have adequate security for their faith 
tad mcNrals. It is, as already stated, an essential part of that doctrine 
tnd of that discipline that Bishops, and Bishops alone, should pronounce 
with authority upon matters involving faith or morality; and, therefore, 
however strange it might at first sight appear to recognise in the Epis- 
copal members of the senate, a special power denied to their feUows oil 
the senate, it is not only reasonable but necessary, once we assume that 
it iB the p^ose of Government, as we believe it is its purpose, to found 
a Catholic TJniversity on Catholic principles, or, at least, in conformity 
with them. 

Shoidd Protestants, or persons of a religious denomination other than 
the Koman Catholic, become students of the university, or of any of its 
oolites, we are not against providing in the constitution of the university 
that they should not be required to attend any Roman Catholic obser- 
TUice, or to be present at any religious lecture or teaching, to which 
they or their parents or guardians might object. Whilst such security 
Si provided against any undue interference witih. \^<b\x x^*^o\l^\^£L<&^^i^ 
would, on the other hand, be unreasonable, aa 'wdl Qt& mc»ii«i&\«^^^niQ5^ 
ibe idea of a Catholic University, to deny ox to T«ata\.c^ ^^ X^oesJcj ^ 
tba profeesora to treat in a Catholic Benae oi "inatoxy , ^^kvsa^VK^ ^^t ^^«t 
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subjects, in so far as they have a special bearing on religion or religioir 
on them. To preclude the professors with so dealing with such subjected 
in a professedly Catholic University or College, would be to introduce^ 
there the principle of abstention from special religious views which char 
racterizes mixed Universities and Colleges, and which is a necessity 
growing out of their constitution. 

For the present, appreciating the difficulty Government might ex- 
perience in carrying an endowment for the colleges affiliated to the 
university, we abstain from pressing for such endowment ; though, so 
long as Trinity College possesses immense wealth, and the Queen's 
CoUeges receive X2 6,000 a year firom the public purse, the claim of the 
Catholics of Ireland to a liberal endowment for the purposes of academi- 
cal education is unquestionable. But on the supposition that the 
university shall have a full professional staff, as already recommended, 
it follows as a matter of course that provision should be made for the 
payment of their salaries, for lecture halls, and for the scientific, and 
other apparatus required for their teaching. And, for the better 
encouragement of the cultivation of letters and science, the university 
must needs have at its disposal a fund for the foundation of scholarships 
and the distribution of prizes. It is unnecessary to aUude to ordinary 
university expenses, such as the payment of university examiners and 
officers, the charges incident to the holding of examinations, <&»., &c. 
Without such expenses the university could not act, or even exist. 

We have, <fec. 

(Signed) >J< Patrick Leaht, Archbishop, &c. 
^ John Derby, Bishop. 



Memorandum drawn up by the Earl of Mato, and transmitted to the 
Prelates in an earlier Letter of this Correspondence. 

The Roman Catholic Bishops and Archbishops of Ireland, in a letter 
to Sir George Grey, dated January 14, 1866, and published in Parlia- 
mentary Pkper 84, Session 1866, make the following statement : — 

*^ We have to observe that the Roman Catholics of Ireland have long 
laboured under the greatest disadvantages with respect to education. In past 
times all their educational establishments were suppressed, and laws were 
enacted prohibiting them to establish schools at home, or to send their children 
for education to the Continent. The effects of this penal legislation still 
remain ; and Catholics, deprived of the endowments of former tunes, are left 
without any institution supported by the State, in which they can, with safety 
to faith and morals, cultivate the higher studies and take out academical 
degrees." 

They further say that Trinity College was founded by Queen Elizabeth 
as a bulwark of the Protestant religion, — is largely endowed ;* and they 
state in detail the particulate of that endowment. 

They then refer to the Queen's Colleges established in 1847, and 
express in the strongest terms their disapproval of the course and system 
of instruction given therein. 

They further state the advantages which Graduates of Trinity CoU^ 

and the Queen's Universities are entitled to by their degrees, and saj 

that "all Catholics aspiring to the professions just mentioned muBi 

submit to these inconveniences, or if tliey wisli to ovoid them musi 

enter a university founded to maintain tibe ascenAaikcy oi ^i^ife ^E^Xa^c^^^fi 

Church in Irelajxd, or institutions condemiied \>y "^"eii o'wn CYlxbcOdu 
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is to be added that these ' unfiBdr conditions are imposed qidte irrespect- 
ively of proficiency in literature, science, or law. 

^ *' It being evident from the statements just made that the existing institu- 
tions recognised by the State do not put university education within the reach 
of Irish Roman Catholics on terms of which they can safely avail themselves, or 
on principles approved by their religion, we, their pastors, aided by their 
generous contributions, determined to supply this great want, and established 
the Catholic University of Ireland." 

They then describe the position of the institution, and recommend 
that a charter should be granted to it, a draft of which they enclose. 

Sir George Grey states in his letter of the 10th of January that, 
having had under their consideration the draft of the charter contained 
in the memorial, Her Majesty's Government regret that they are unable 
to grant it in the form in which it is proposed ; but state further that if 
the Koman Catholic University is to receive a charter from the Crown, 
in the opinion of Her Majesty's Government it should not be entirely 
composed of ecclesiastics, and should contain a considerable number of 
laymen. 

Sir George Grey further says that the Government hope that no 
practical difl&culty will be found in a revision of the terms of the 
charter, with a view to meet the objections to the form in which it 
has been been proposed, and further expresses his willingness to 
suggest the form in which they think the charter might properly be 
granted. 

In a letter of the 14th February, Sir George Grey states that he 
hopes in a short time to be able to comply with Archbishop Cullen's 
request by transmitting him a copy of ^e new charter for the uni- 
versity. 

It does not appear from the correspondence that any further steps 
were taken in the matter. 

The supplemental charter of the Queen's University was, however, 
Bubsequendy granted. 

This- resulted in complete failure, as the injunction granted in the 
Rolls Court, Dublin, prohibiting the Senate from making any use of it, 
has been made perpetual 

Admitting, therefore, that a just claim exists for the creation of a 
imiversity of a denominational character, which should offer to those 
whose conscientious scruples prevent them taking the advantage of the 
instruction offered in Trinity College or the Queen's Colleges, it is pro- 
posed to found a new imiversity, which should, as far as circumstances 
would permit, stand in the same position to Koman Catholics that 
Trinity College does to Protestants ; that is to say, that the governing 
body dioidd consist of, and the teaching shoidd be conducted mainly 
by, Roman Catholics, but that full security should be taken that no 
religious influence should be brought to bear on students who belonged 
to another faith. 

It is not intended to reproduce exactly a counterpart of Trinity 
College, but it is considered to be indispensable that a lay element of 
much power and influence should be introduced into the governing body 
of the new imiversity. 

It is most desirable that the character and composition of this body 
should be settled at the outset, so that the institution should be based on 
clear and intelligible principles. 

The succeaa o£ a university depends very tqaw^ otl \^\3cA^'^RSsA«aRfc, 
its aelf-reliajice, its autonomy. Direct OovenvmenX. ^Qrcte<^ or^^x^Oaft 
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conduct of a great ^ucational institution would not in this country be 
successfiil. 

Xf, therefore, a Boman Catholic university is founded, it should be 
constituted in such a manner as, while it would be almost independent 
of State control, it would be subject to the constant influence of public 
opinion, and governed by a body who, acting in the light of day, would 
be likely to frame its rules and conduct its teaching so that the new 
university would enter at once into active competition, on equal terms, 
with the older universities of the world. 

llie proposal now made is as follows : — 

That a charter for a Boman Catholic university should be granted to 
the following persons, to be named in the charter : — ^A chancellor, n 
vice-chancellor, four prelates, the President of Maynooth, six laymen — 
the heads of the colleges proposed to be first affiliated, — and five 
members to be elected one by each of the Rye faculties in tiie affiliated 
college or colleges. The respective faculties in the colleges voting 
separately as regards the faculty, but the' members of the same faculty 
in the several colleges voting together. 

This would be the constitution of the first senate. 

The future senate should be formed as follows : — 

A chancellor to be elected by convocation. A vice-chancellor to be 
appointed by the chancellor. Four prelates to be nominated by the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy, the President of Maynooth. Six laymen 
to be elected by convocation — ^the heads of the affiliated colleges. Five 
members elected by the faculties, as before mentioned. The senate 
would be twenty in number, all being members of the Boman Catholic 
Church. Convocation to consist of the chancellor, senate, professors, 
and graduates. 

To the imiversit]^ thus constituted should be given the power of 
granting degrees, of holding imiversity examinations, of determining 
what colleges should be affiliated to itself, the course of study to be pur- 
sued, and the subjects of examination in the middle and degree exami- 
nations ; but leaving to the colleges the appointment of their rectors, 
professors, <kc., subject only to the approval of the senate. With r^^ard 
to the colleges, the utmost freedom should be given, the only condition 
nmde being, that while religious instruction might be freely imparted to 
Boman Catholics by the professors and fellows, no student of another 
faith should be required to attend any Catholic religious observance, or 
should be subject to teaching in any religion except his own. 

Until the colleges are firmly established it may be proper to postpone 
the question of endowment. It is one of great difficulty, and need not 
form an indispensable portion of the plan. 

It may, however, be necessary to ask Parliament to provide a suffi- 
cient sum for the payment of the expenses of the examinations, for the 
foundation of a certain number of university scholarships, and the 
giving away of prizes ; and also the payment of the salaries of certain 
officers and servants of the university, and perhaps some provision for 
a university hall and examination rooms. 
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Earl of Mayo to the Most Iteverend Archbishop Leaht. 

Irish Office, London, 11 May, 1868. 

Most Beverend Sib, — I have the honour to inform you that I have 
Isought your letter of the 31st March under the consideration of Her 
Majesty's Gk)yemment, who have given to its contents their most careful 
attention. 

I regret that ujiavoidable delay has occurred in sending a reply, as it 
was impossible for the Government to consult upon the matter before 
the Easter recess, and my return to London only took place on the 27th 
ultimo. 

The alterations which you suggest in the plan for the creation of a 
new tmiversity proposed by the Government are very important, and 
may be shortly described as follows : 

1. That the veto of the Senate of the university over the appointment 
of the professors and other officers of the affiliated colleges is uncalled 
for, and ought not to be maintained. 

2. That Qie Chancellor should always be a Prelate. 

3. That the first Chancellor should be Cardinal Archbishop Cullen. 

4. That the Chancellor should, after the first nomination by the Crown, 
be elected by ihe Senate, and not by Convocation. 

5. That the election of the six lay members of the Senate should rest 
with that body, and not with Convocation. 

6. That the episcopal members of the Senate should have an absolute 
h^ative on the books included [in the university programme ; and on 
the first nomination of the professors, lecturers, and other officers, and 
that they should also have the power of depriving them of their offices 
Bhoold they be judged by the bishops to have done anything contrary to 
faith and morals. * 

It appears to Her Majesty's Government that the adoption of these 
suggestions would materially alter the character of the proposal made 
by me in the House of Commons, which was to create a imi'versity 
having for its principal object the education of the lay members of the 
Roman Catholic Church, and their preparation for entrance into the 
various professions, civil or military. The clerical and lay elements 
being each adequately represented in the governing body, and the offices 
being filled up as far as possible by a system of free election. 

With regard to the first proposal. Her Majesty's Government think 
it to be indispensable that the appointment of all heads or professors of 
the affiliated colleges should be subject to the approval of the governing 
body of the university. 

Tfiiis is considered to be necessary, in order to secure unity of action 
and uniformity of practice between the colleges and the xiniversity, which 
is to be their centre and head. 

The second proposal is, that the Chancellor of the new university 
should be a bishop. 

This, in the opinion of Her Majesty's Government, would be incon- 
sidtent with one of the fundamental principles of such an institution, 
namely, that the future head of the governing body should be elected by 
the university at large. 

It would be impossible to recognise fully this principle were the choice 
of the electors to be limited to the members of any single profession or 
class. 

In the nomination of the first Chanceftot it^wa '\xi\«EA^\ftTi»ssiA 
hjrman of rank, influence, and positioix. 
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Her Majesty's Govemment are of opinion that ample provision is 
made for l^e admission to the Board of the members of the hierarchy, 
and they are not disposed to add to the number of the bishops already 
named in the proposal. 

It would be impossible also to consent to the proposal, that the future 
Chancellor should be elected by the Senate and not by Convocation. 

Her Majesty's Government believe that the high officer who is to 
preside over the university should derive his power and influence by 
free election from the whole body of the graduates, and the Grovemment 
cannot think that any arrangement would be satisfactory which would 
exclude any of the members of the university from taking part in the 
election of the individual who is to All the l^ghest office in the institu- 
tion. • 

Her Majesty's Govemment attach great importance to the election of 
the six lay members of the Senate by the whole body of Convocation; 
and they consider that a governing body, which would have the power 
of filling up vacancies amongst themselves without reference to the 
university at large, would not command that public confidence which is 
so essential in the constitution of such an assembly. 

The proposition that the episcopal members of the Senate should possess 
any power greater than that of their lay colleagues, is one that Her 
^Majesty's Govemment cannot entertain. 

It would establish a system of education essentially different firom that 
which was intended, and, therefore, the Government cannot agree to 
give to any of the members of the Senate a power over teaching, books, 
discipline, or appointments which is not enjoyed equally by all. 

The object of the Govemment was to create an institution which, 
although denominational in its character, would be thoroughly independ- 
ent, self-governed, and firee from any external influence, either political 
or religious. 

The proposals made in your letter would strike at the very root of 
these principles, and, I am, therefore, with extreme regret, obliged to 
inform you that the recommendations contained in that letter cannot be 
entertained. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed), Mayo. 

The Most Rev. Archbishop Leahy. 

(Note. — Reprinted from PaHiamentary Paper 288 of the yea/r 1868.) 



Further Correspondence on the subject between the Most Rev. 
Archbishop Leahy, and the Right Rev. Bishop Derry, and the 
Earl of Mayo. 

Thurles, 16 June, 1868. 

My Lord, — It is but due to ourselves to call your attention to the 

explanations recently given by yourself in answer to Sir John Gray's 

question, and by another noble Lord in the Upper House, both refer- 

ling to the broken off, if ever to be resumed, negotiations concerning a 

charter for a Catholic University. These negotiations, the public is 

now fully aware, were entered upon in consequence of the declared 

intentions of the present as well as the late Government to remove in 

part the educational disabilities under which the Catholics of Ireland 

labour; and they were conducted, so far as they went, by your Lord- 

£Ji2p, aided by the Earl of Malmesbury, on t\ie Tj^axt oi \5cife QcONerMBxeot, 

^nd by us on the part of the Catholic prelaws oi lT^\Mi^. ^oV, <w^^ 
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was public attention excited, but much satisfaction was felt when it 
became known that Government was prepared to confer with the 
Catholic prelates of Ireland, through two of their number, upon the 
important subject in question. Tie negotiations went on smoothly, 
but very slowly, through. the first stages, and then were suddenly 
stopped short, naturally causing something like a shock to public ex- 
pectation proportioned to the suddenness of the abrupt and unlocked 
for termination of the business, supposing it to be the termination. 
Then came the Parliamentary explanations from the Earl of Malmes- 
bury and your lordship, to which we now desire to call your attention. 

If we may trust to the reports which have appeared in the public 
journals (and there seems to be no reason for doubting their correct- 
ness), the Earl of Malmesbur/s explanation was a misrepresentation of 
the facts involved, purely accidental, we are willing to believe, never- 
theless real ; for, as reported, he said the negotiations ended in nothing, 
because the bishops rejected the plan proposed by Government ; whereas, 
the fact was, that they ended, if they have ended, in nothing, because the 
Government rejected the suggestions which you had invited us to offer. 
And then, as regards your lordship's explanaticm in answer to Sir John 
Gray's question, though far be it from us to impute anything like an 
intention to mystify or mislead, that explanation seems to leave it 
doubtful upon whom should rest the responsibility, whatever it be, of 
breaking off the negotiations, upon you or upon us. We desire to 
set the facts in their true light before the public, and so to correct 
the misinterpretation in the one case, and to remove the doubt in the 
other. 

We do, then, assert that the negotiations were not broken off by us, 
or becaTise we had rejected the plan proposed by the Government, and 
consequently that we have not to answer for it if they have ended in a 
"most lame and impotent conclusion.'* At our interview -ydth your 
lordship and the Earl of Malmesbury you invited tis to commit our 
views to writing, in order that they might be submitted to the considera- 
tion of Grovemment. You did not give us to understand, neither did 
we then or since give you to understand, that this statement of ours 
was to be regaixled as our last word, in a negotiation but just opened, 
and upon a subject which, from its very nature as well as the diver- 
gence of views apparent at the outset, demanded a further interchange 
of ideas, a fuller (&scussion if the whole business was to end in anything. 
Not a word of ours, spoken or written, indicated that we had taken 
ground from which nothing could induce us to recede. We were pre- 
pared to do what parties conducting a negotiation in good faith must 
be prepared to do, listen to reason ; and, as far as possible, make con- 
cessions as well as demands. Assuredly, there wa§ nothing to make 
you think that in my right reverend brother and myself you had to do 
with persons who would demand everything and concede nothing ; who 
would hold tenaciously to their own once-expressed opinions, but would 
pay no heed to anything you might have to say on the other side ; and 
that therefore you might regard our statement of the 31st of March as 
the final and unalterable expression of our views. It was not, my lord, 
intended by us to be final, nor was any such thing conveyed by us, 
directly or by implication. If it was final, it was your acting, in the 
name of the Gk)vemment, who made it final. ALfter waiting for a con- 
siderable time we will not insinuate for the purpose of seeing how fax 
the bare offer of a charter for a Catiiolic umxewate^ Tcc^j^D^»\5fc \sis^fta\i^ 
enibserve political ezigencieB, you, in fhe naTn<& oi ^ut^a V^or^erKsassoX*^ ^s^*^ 
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to cot away all ground for any farther treating, rejected every one of 
the suggestions which you had invited us to make ; and, without more 
ado, you. had the correspondence printed and submitted to Parliament. 
You it was, then, my lord, not we, who brought ih.e negotiation to an 
abrupt termination, if terminated it has been. 

That this business should have been terminated, if so it be, in a 
manner as abrupt as it was unlooked-for, and without any benefit 
whatever resulting to the Catholic public, such as was anticipated at the 
first starting of it, has naturally enough produced a deep sense of 
disappointment. We leave it to the public to pass its verdict upon the 
whole transaction, offering little or no remark ourselves beyond a state- 
ment of the facts. But, as one of the negotiating parties, and maintain- 
ing as we do that we did not break off the negotiations, we conceive we 
have a right to ask you as the other party ; and we do ask you, my lord, 
whether you consider what has taken place between us as final. Your 
i^ply will put beyond question upon whom rests the responsibility of an 
abrupt as weU as abortive termination of this whole business, and it is 
but right that whatever responsibility may attach to it in the eyes of 
the public should lie upon the really responsible party. 

It is our intention to publish this letter. 

We have, <fec. 

(Signed) ^ Patrick Leahy, Archbishop, &c. 

^ John Derby, Bishop, <fec. 

To the Right Hon. the Earl Mayo, m.p., 
Chief Secretary for Ireland. 



The Reply of the Earl of Mayo to the Most Rev. Archbishop Lbasy. 

Irish Office, 30 June, 1868. 

Mosf Rev. Sir, — I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 16th instant, calling my attention to the answer recently given by 
me to Sir John Gray's question in the House of CommonJs, and that 
given by Lord Malmesbury in the House of Lords, in reference to the 
communications which have passed between us concerning a charter for 
a Roman Catholic University, and complaining that the negotiations 
on the subject were broken off by me in an abrupt and unexpected 
manner. 

It becomes my duty to call your attention briefly to the events which 
have taken place with regard to the proposals made by the Government 
in this matter. 

On the 12th March, I announced in the House of Commons, that 
it was the intention of Her Majesty's Government to propose that a 
charter should be given to a Roman Catholic University. 

I said, that up to that time we had entered into no negotiations or 
communications with anyone, but that keeping in view the principles 
we thought indispensable, namely, that there should be in the institution 
an influential lay element, and that the elective principle should be 
fully recognised, we were prepared to listen respectfully an.d carefully 
to all saggestiona that were made to us, and to endeavour {o-suit the 
oew university to the requirements of fho^e iox "N^la-osfc \i«iifi6Ll \t -ww 
intended. 
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On the 14th March, therefore, I addressed to you a note referring to 
your letter to the Earl of Derby of the 23rd October, 1867, in which you 
stated, that you had been deputed by the Boman Catholic Archbishops 
and Bishops of Ireland to enter into communication with Her Majesty's 
Government on the subject of a charter for the Eroman Catholic Uni- 
versity. 

1 said thatj I should be happy, on the part of the Grovemment, to 
receive from you any communication which you might be pleased to make 
on the subjed}. 

On the 19th March I received a letter, in which you put forward 
several objections to the proposed scheme, stating, at the same time, 
that you would do me the honour" of waiting upon me during the ensuing 
week. 

A lengthened interview took place on the 24th March at the Irish 
Office, in whidi you and your right reverend colleague repeated^ to a 
great extent, the objections put forward in your letter of the 19th. 

To these objections Lord Malmesbury and I listened with respectful 
attention ; and, at the close of the interview, we requested you to place 
those opinions in writing at greater length, and in greater detail than 
you had done in your first letter. 

A letter, dated the 31st March, was subsequently received, in which, 
with great clearness and firankness, you set forth the alterations which 
you recommended should be made in the framework of the new institu- 
tion, as it was described in a memorandum which I had the honour of 
placing in your hands. 

The alterations which you said that you considered necessary were 
principally based on the assumption that there was not sufficient scope 
given in the constitution of the university and its governing body for 
the exercise by tfie Roman Catholic prelates of their authority in matters 
appertaining to faith and morals, or over the books that were to be used 
bj the students. 

' In order, therefore, fully to provide for the exercise of that episcopal 
control which you appear to deem essential, you said that it was not 
competent for laymen or even clergymen of the second order, however 
learned, to judge authoritatively of matters relating to faith and morality, 
and that the very least power that could be claimed for the bishops in 
the senate would be that of an absolute negative on the use of all books 
that might be deemed objectionable, and a power of veto on the first 
nomination of the professors of the university, as well as an authority 
for their dismissal. 

You also made propositions with regard to the election of the 
chancellor and the members of the senate, which would practically have 
put an end to anything like a system of free election on the part of the 
general body of the university. 

I apprised you in my letter of the 11th May, delayed, as I then 
informed you, by my unavoidable detention in Ireland, and my conse- 
quent inability to consult my colleagues, that these proposals could not 
be entertained; and on the 17th I received from you a note, which was 
but a simple acknowledgment of my letter. 

As no intimation was afterwards given of your desire to continue the 
correspondence, and] as no notice beyond formal acknowledgment was 
taken of my last letter, I could come to no other conclusion than that the 
communications were at an end. 

On the 29th of May, therefore, in answer to a q^^^vsol ^^-cjl "^Sct. 
Murphy, I at&ted in the House of CommoxiS t\tfju\, ^3t\ft «>«x^^\iSiKSis» 
which had been laid upon the table oi \Ji^ ^o\x^\i«>^^^''«^'^^s^=^'^'^ 
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conditions which Her Majesty's Government thought necessary to attach 
to the granting of a charter to a Koman Catholic University had been 
declined by the right reverend prelates who were deputed to act in the 
matter on the part of the Roman Catholic hierarchy of Ireland, and that 
therefore we had come to the conclusion that the matter should be con- 
sidered entirely at an end. The answer given by the Earl of Malmesbury 
in the House of Lords on the same night, though somewhat different in 
words, was substantially to the same effect. 

Again, on the 12th June, in reply to Sir John Gray, after referring 
to the dates of the communications which had taken place, I made a 
similar answer, and stated that it was not our intention to take any 
further steps in the matter. 

It could not have been supposed that a correspondence conducted in 
such a manner, extending over so considerable a period of time, and 
terminating in the way it did, was intended by you to have been re-opened. 

The questions, as to which differences arose, involved matters of the 
highest principle. Speaking on behalf of the Koman Catholic prelates 
of Ireland, you laid down in the clearest manner the maxims on the 
subject of (diversity education which you considered necessary for the 
safety of the faith and morals of the youth of the coimtry. 

We could not have supposed that requirements sancdoned by such 
high authority, so repeatedly made and so clearly expressed, could have 
been put forward only to be withdrawn. 

Under these circumstances, I can only repeat the answer I have already 
given in the House of Commons, that it is not the intention of Her 
Majesty's Government to take any further steps in the matter, 

I have, <fec., 

(Signed) . Mayo. 

The Most Tie V. Archbishop Leahy. 

(Note. — Reprinted from Parliamentary Paper 380 of the yea/r 1868.) 

Resolutions of the Roman Catholic Hierarchy in 1869 {referred to 

in the Statement at pa>ge 9). 

The Catholic Archbishops and Bishops of Ireland, assembled at St 
Patrick*s College, Maynooth, on Wednesday, the 18th of August, 
1869 — His Eminence Cardinal Cullen presiding — deem it their duty 
to place on record at this important crisis the following resolutions 
respecting the Education and Land Questions : — 

I. They reiterate their condemnation of the mixed system of education, 
whether primary, intermediate, or university, as grievously ' and 
intrinsically dangerous to the faith and morals of Catholic youth ; and 
they declare that to Catholics only (and under the supreme control of 
the Church in all things appertaining to faith and morals) can the 
teaching of Catholics be safely intrusted. Fully .j-elying on the love 
which the Catholics of Ireland have ever cherished for their ancient 
faith, and on the filial obedience they have uniformly manifested towards 
their pastors, the bishops call upon the clergy and the laity of their 
respective flocks to oppose by every constitutional means the extension 
or perpetuation of the mixed system, whether by the creation of new 
institutions, by the maintenance of old ones, or by changing Trinity 
College, Dublin, into a mixed College. 

II. At the same time they recognise the right, as well as the duty, of 
Catholic parents to procure, as far as possible, for their children tlie 

advantages of a good secular education. Justice demwaAs V^«A) C!.«}53ti^<i 
jr>utb should enjoy endowments and all otlieT pTiv\\e^c^ ot\. \.^TTCi^ <A 
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perfect equality with the youth of other persuasions ; without which 
equality in the matter of education religious equality cannot be said to 
have any real existence. 

m. The Bishops, without any wish to interfere with the rights of 
persons of a different denomination, demand for Catholics Catholic 
education, which alone is consonant to their religious principles. 

rV. The assembled prelates, learning with pleasure that it is the 
intentipn of Her Majesty's present advisers to legislate for Ireland in 
accordance with the wishes of its people— and of this they have given 
good earnest — ^trust that the distinguished statesman now at the head of 
Qie Government will, with the aid of his able colleagues, give to Irish 
Catholics a complete system of secular education, based upon religion ; 
for it alone can be in keepng with the feelings and requirements of the 
vast majority of the nation. 

V. As regards higher education, since the Protestants of this country 
have had a Protestant University for 300 years, and have it still, the 
Catholic people of Ireland clearly have a right to a Catholic University. 

VI. But should Her Maiesty's Government be unwilling to increase 
the number of universitie^ in this cotmtry, the bishops declare that 
religious equality cannot be realized unless the degrees, endowments, and 
other privileges enjoyed by their fellow-subjects of a different religion be 
placed within the reach of Catholics in the fullest sense of equality. 
The injustice of denying to them a participation in those advantages, 
except at the cost of principle and conscience, is aggravated by the con- 
sideration that whilst they contribute their share to the public funds for 
the support of educational institutions from which conscience warns them 
away, they have, moreover, to tax themselves for the education of their 
children in their own colleges and university. 

VII. Should it please Her Majesty's Government therefore, to remove 
the many grievances to which Catholics are subjected by existing 
university arrangements, and to establish one National University in 
this kingdom for examining candidates and conferring degrees, the 

. Catholic people of Ireland are entitled in justice to demand that in such 
university or annexed to it — 

(a.) They shall have a distinct college, conducted upon purely Catholic 
principles, and at the same time fully participating in the privileges 
enjoyed by other colleges of whatsoever denomination or character. 

(6.) That the university honors and emoluments be accessible to 
Catholics equally with their Protestant fellow-subjects. 

(c.) That the examinations and all other details of university arrange- 
ment be free from every influence hostile to the religious sentiments of 
Catholics, and that with this view the Catholic element be adequately 
i^presented upon the Senate, or other supreme imiversity body, by 
persons enjoying the confidence of the Catholic bishops, priests, and 
people of Ireland. 

VIII. The Bishops also declare, that the Catholics of Ireland are 
justly entitled to their due proportion of the public funds hitherto set 
apart for education in the Royal and other endowed schools. 

IX. The Bishops furthermore declare, that a settlement of the university 
question, to be comx>lete, and, at the same time, in accordance with the 
wishes of the Catholic people of Ireland, must include the re-arrange- 
ment of the Queen's Colleges on the denominational principle. 

X. Finally, the Bishops of Ireland, deeply sympathizing with the 
sufferings of their faithful flocks, believe tlwtt tha ^a^l^oissc^ ^1 *^^ 
Land Question is essential to the peace and -wAiai^ ^i '"^^ ^"^^ 

Kingdom. They . recognise the rights and tii^ dv\\ivfi«»oi\^Ti5^«3t^- 'XAiss^ 
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claim, in the same spirit, the rights, as they recognise the duties, of \ 
tenants. They believe that the comparative destitutioh, the chronic j 
discontent, and the depressing discouragement of the people of Ireland :]] 
are, at this period of her history, to be attributed more to the "want of a ~ 
settlement of this question on fair and equitable principles than to any , 
other cause. Therefore, in the interest of all classes, they earnestly hope ^ 
that the responsible advisers of the Crown will take this most important ] 
subject into immediate consideration, and propose to Parliament Back . 
me^ures as m^j restore confidence, adulate indoBtry, increaae. national j 
wealth, and lead to general union, contentment, and happiness. . 

The above resolutions were unanimously adopted at a meeting of all . 
the Catholic Archbishops and Bishops of Ireland, held at Maynooth, on ' 
the 18th of August of the present year, 1869. 

^ Paul Cabd. Cullen, Ghairman. 
(Note. — Reprinted from the FreemaiCs Journal,) 

Resolutions of the Koman Catholic Hierabchy in 1871 {referred to 

in the Statement at page 9). 

Besolutions unanimously adopted by the Archbishops and Bishops of 
Ireland, at a Meeting held in the Presbytery, Marlborough-street^ 
. on Tuesday, the 17th instant, and following days. 

I. We hereby declare our unalterable conviction that Catholic educa- 
tion is indispensably necessary for the preservation of the faith and 
morals of our Catholic people. 

II. In union with the Holy See and the bishops of the Catholic 
world, we again renew our often-repeated condemnation of mixed educa- 
tion as intrinsically and grievously dangerous to faith and morals, and 
tending to perpetuate dissensions, insubordination and disafiection in , 
this country. 

III. Recent events known to all, and especially the acts of secret 
societies and of revolutionary organizations, have strengthened our con- 
victions and furnished conclusive evidence that Godless education is 
subversive not only of religion and morality, but also of domestic peace, 
of the rights of property, and of all social order. 

IV. As religious equality, which, according to the constitution of this 
country, is our inalienable right, is incomplete without educational 
freedom and equality, we demand, as a right, ^at in all the approaching 
legislation on the subject of education the principle of eduoational 
equality shall be acted on. 

V. We repudiate the pretensions of those who, holding different 
religious principles from ours, seek to violate the civil rights of our 
Catholic people by forcing upon us a system of education repugnant to 
our religious convictions, and destructive alike of our temporal and 
eternal interests. 

VI. In the present efforts to force Godless education on this country, 
we recognise another phase of persecution for conscience saka Henoe, 
following the example of our fathers, who sacrificed all earthly interests, 
and life itself, rather than imperil their faith, we shall never cease to 
oppose, to the utmost of our power, the Model Schools, the Queen's 
Collies, Trinity College, and all similar institutions dangerous to the 
faith and morals of Catholics. 

VII. We csdl on our members of Parliament, as representatives of 
tihe feelings and interests of their constituents, to sustain the principles 

embodied in these resolutions in Parliainenti wid. i^Q^\kfi!i^^ %sMi "to 
oppose any political pavty that will attempt to ioioa \x3gQnDL ^i^ <»>ad(x^ 
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iny Godless sclieine of education^ or refuse to redress our admitted 
ed acati onal grievances. 

VJJJ. In future elections of members of Parliament and other repre- 
sentatiyes, we pledge ourselves to oppose the return of any candidate 
idio will not uphold the principle of denominational education for, our 
Oitholic people. 

IX. Knowing the zealoTis attachment of our people to the Catholic 
Mthy we invite them to hold meetings and sign petitions in their 
letpective parishes, under the guidance of their clergy, making known 
their determination to accept no system of education except in con- 
hnxdty with the principles here announced. 

X. We request his Eminence Cardinal Cullen, Archbishop of Dublin, 
to take immediate steps towards the establishment of a Central Training 
School for the training of Catholic teachers, and we pledge ourselves to 
assist his Eminence by our subscriptions and by our best influence in 
our respective dioceses. 

XI. Contemplating with deep concern the melancholy wreck in other 
countries of all order, moral and social, mainly caused by the wide 
di£Eusion of a literature immoral and hostile to religion and society, 
we, the divinely constituted guardians of the spiritual interests of our 
people, solicitous, moreover, for their welfare, and following the example 
of the Father of the Faithful, emphatically warn our flocks to abstain 
from the perusal of all publications, in whatever form, in which the 
mayims of our holy religion and its ministers are misrepresented and 
assailed, and principles inculcated subversive of social order and Christian 
morality. 

XII. These resolutions will be read on the first convenient Sunday 
at one of the public Masses in each of the churches and chapels of this 
kingdom. 

Dublin, 20th October, 187lJ 

(Signed) 
►J< Paul Cabd. Cullen, Archbishop of Dublin. 

t^ Geoeoe Conboy, Bishop of Ardagh, ^ . 

t^ James M'Devitt, Bishop of Baphoe, J 

(Note. — B^printedfiom the FreemmCa JoumcU,) 



Letteb of Abohbishop Mubbat to the Tahlet on the Rescbipts against 
ggji the Queen's Colleges (referred to in the Statement at page 10). 

To the Editor of the Tablet. 

Mountjoy-square, 11th February, 1850. 

Deab Sib, — I regret exceedingly to perceive that you seem, in one of 
your late articles, to attribute to me an opinion that no Catholic student 
could, under any circumstances, attend without sin the lectures to be given 
in the newly-established Queen's Colleges. If this was really your meaning, 
I beg to assure you that I have never uttered a word to indicate that 
such is my opinion. The mistake, into which you seem to have been 
unintentionally led, appears to have arisen from a supposition of mine,^ 
perhaps a very unfounded one, that the Sacred Congregation of the 
Propaganda was impressed with a notion of that kind, when the Rescript 
regarding the Colleges was issued, and when it was not, of course., 
accurately acquainted with the various checAta «k;g0LYaa^ Vcx^^citiL ^2s^ 
bnmorality which were then in preparation. TVvati «v3l<^ «a.\.^^!».>SMsv^^ 
liare been tiien entertained would, perhapB, iiadeT Wvewa cAXCWK«^KSis:«^i 



6C 

h& Iiai^y surprising ; but the supposition that it really was so, isaileasi 
premature ; for, on reviewing the two Rescripts, of whidb there is qiieBtioD^ 
I cannot disoover in either of them «ny dedaraliQn.to that ejBTect ; and it 
is neither my duty nor my wish to m^e any addLtion to thenu The 
Saored Congregation — always prudent, always . dignified-r-gives no 
countenance in these documents to the absurdity of applying the ^ithel 
of '^ Grodless" to institutions which comprise the miiiisterB of reGgion, 
and appointed for the express purpose of teaching the students to adore^ 
and love, and serve God. It calmly expresses its doubts as to how £Eur 
the proposed checks against irreligion would be sustained by the laws of 
these realms, which it professes not to understand; it indidates other 
grounds of fear, which lead it to apprehend that the new Collies would 
not be sufficiently safe for the general education of Catholic youfihB ; and 
it therefore enjoins the Catholic bishops to take no part in the execution 
of the law in virtue of which they were to be estalillshed. ! I do not find 
any other distinct prohibition in those rescripts. . With this iajunctioii 
i at ondia- pledge^! myself to the Holy See that I . would. 6trioi«ly conform. 
But I stop there. Being thus wholly unconnected with those institbtians, 
it is not for me to anticipate any future declarations r^arding them 
which may emanate from the wisdom of the same supreme authority, nor 
to dictate, in the meantime, to others what conclusions, respecting 
individual cases, they ought to draw from the two important doeumentB 
which are now before them. 

Having given this explanation, I must beg to decline entering agaixiy 
througli the newspapers, upon this subject. 

I have the honour to remain, dear Sir, 

Your obedient Servant^ 

^ D. MuuuT. 

Frederick Lucas, Esq. 

(Note. — Reprinted from the Qahjowy Vindicator^ of the I3th Feb.y 1850.) 



CoBRESPONBEKCE between Abchbishop Mubbay and Mr. Cobballis, 
subsequent to the Synod of Thurles (re/erred to in the StcUemerU at 
page 10). .: / 

Eosemount, Boebuck, 30th September, 1850. 

My deab Lobd, — ^May I respectfally ask your Grace, as well for my 
own information as for that of some other Boman CathoHcs of your 
diocese, who have sons either in Trinity College or in course of prepara- 
tion for it, or for the newly-established Queen's Colleges, how are we to 
understand the late Synodlcal Address on the subject of these Colleges) 
Are we thereby actually prohibited from sending our children to these 
Colleges 1 — ^and if so, how far is such a prohibition actually binding on 
us, in/oro conscientice f To many of us it appears altogether inexplicable, 
that after petitioning, in the days of persecution, for admission into 
Trinity College — after being permitted, with the tacit sanction of jour 
Gbace, and your eminent predecessors and colleagues in ihe dhinoh of- 
Ireland for upwards of half a century, to receive our educataon there — 
and seeing that one of the members of that very 8ynod, moot distuv 
guished for rank, is actually a graduate of the university, it does «ppear 
strange that, in the year 1850, education in Trinity Coll^;e, or even in 
Bnjr of the college recently established on such a Hbeial footing as 
^^^g&rds US, should he unequivocally condemned •, and >2ltta.\i ^'^nd^ktsKs^ omI 
ivaefon being assigned for this sudden change, or wccj ^toT^sasifiL m^ft 
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mttntime being- made - for affording a suitable educatioii to our children. 
jil hwad not say that this subject is one of intense interest to the Roman 
jjjj G^olic gentay of your Grace's diocese, as well as to the Roman Catholic 
I mddle classes of Ireland generally ; and I, therefore, D(iy dear Lord, take 
jj the liberty of entreating such an answer from your Grace as I may make 
known to thd numerous persons who have spoken to me upon it ; and' 
irhich, if it do not calm our apprehensions, at leaat ma.y guide our jfatui^ 
floorse of action on this all-important point. — ^I am, my dear Lord, with 
fteaincerest respect and affection, 

b| Your Grace's obedient Servant^ 

John R^ .CorbaujIS*^ 
The Most Rev. Archbishop Murray. 
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Reply of Abchbishop Murray. 

Mountjoy-square, 1st October, 1850. 
My dear iFRiEiH),— I have received your interesting letter; and I need' 
ooi^ I hope, assure you, that I participate fully in the deep anxiety 
vhich you so justly feel ; but I must pray you not to press me to ente^ 
•i this moment, into details on the painful subject to which you allude. 
I may, however, mention that a petition signed by thirteen bishops has 
probably, ere this, reached Rome, supplicating our most Holy Father, 
Pius IX., to refuse his sanction to certain proposals on points yet 
tmdecided, relative to the subject of academical education. To the 
decision to be given thereon, whatever it may be (though I still venture 
to hope that it will be favourable to the petitioners), those prelates will 
be found among the first to reverently submit ; but in the meantime I 
ua not aware that there is amongst them one who would wish to extend 
the provisions of the Pontificial Rescripts, already issued on that subject, 
beyond the strict letter of what the Holy See has prescribed. — ^I have the 
honour to remain, my dear Eriend, 

Yours most faithfully, 

^ D. Murray. , 
J. R Corballis, Esq. 

(KoTB. — Reprinted from ihe Gab/oay Vindicator of 2nd October^lSSO.) 



AonoN of the Convocatioit of the Quben's University in Ireland^ 

in relation to the Irish Ukivbrsity Education Question (referred 

to in the Statement at page 15). 

In the year 1866 an additional Charter, which is commonly known as 
"The Supplemental Charter," was granted to the Queen's University in 
Ireland. This Charter enabled the University to affiliate sectarian 
OoU^;es, and also to grant degrees on examination without coll^pate 
training. 

At the first meeting of the Convocation, which was held on the 12th 
October, 1866, the Supplemental Charter was not approved of; and the 
feUowing resolution, moved by Sir Robert Kane and seconded by^ Mr. 
Porter, was adopted by an overwhelming majority of a large and influ- 
ential meeting : — 

<*That in the opmion of Convocation the acceptance oi t\i<b ^u\s^«EfissG^aii. 
Charter is inezpedieDt." 

y In ooDseqnence of legal proceedings afterwards WteaiVj ^aotaa cS. Hjo^ 
IgraduateB the Supplemental Charter was abandoned. ^ 
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At the meeting of Convocation held on the 14th April, 1868, the 
annual Committee for the year directed attention to this subject in their 
Report, and the following resolution founded on that Eeport -was moved by 
Sir Robert Kane, seconded by Dr. Ailman, and unanimously adopted : — 

•' That this House of Convocation hereby declares its continued confidence 
in the advantages which have resulted, and are calculated to result, to Ireland from 
. the establishment and extension of tibe system of imited education.** 

At the meeting of Convocation held on the 13th October, 1869, the 
annual Committee in the following paragraph of their Report directed 
attention to this question : — 

'* The Committee have observed with pleasure the action taken, since the last 
meeting of Convocation, by the Board of Trinity College, who have declared 
their willingness that every office both in the University and College should be 
opened to persons of all religious denominations equally. The Committee feel 
that in this direction is to be found the true solution of the Irish University 
education question. The Committee think that there should be no Univcrsily 
in this country recognised or supported by the State, where per^ns of all 
denominations would not stand upon equal footing ; and that to establish a 
denominational University or College for any one reli^ous sect would tend to 
perpetuate those feelings of intolerance and ill-will amongst the members of the 
different religious persuasions, from which Ireland has already suffered so much. 
The Committee have prepared resolutions upon these subjects, with a view to- 
obtaining the expression of the opinion of Convocation upon them." 

The Report was unanimously adopted, and the following resolutions, 
moved by Professor Nesbitt, and seconded by Mr. R. R. Kane, were 
passed : — 

** That we declare our continued adhesion to the principle of united and non- 
sectarian University education in Ireland, and that we hail with unalloyed pleasure 
the course lately taken by the Board of Trinity College, Dublin, in declarmg their 
willingness that every office both in the University and in the College should be 
opened to persons of all denominations." 

** That m the opinion of Convocation any measure involving the omission from 
public University education in Ireland of the academical or collegiate element 
would be incompatible with proper University training, and highly prejudicial 
to the interests of learning.*' 

At the same meeting it was moved by Mr. Weir, seconded by Mr. 
Hyndman, and unanimously resolved — 

" That the annual Committee of Convocation be and are hereby authorized 
and instructed to take the most energetic measures in opposing every infringe- 
ment of the principle of united and non-sectarian University education in 
Ireland, as embodied in our University." 

At the meeting of Convocation held on the 11th October, 1871, the 
Report of the annual Committee for the previous year contained the fol- 
lowing paragraphs : — 

'^ Since the last meeting of Convocation an unsuccessful attempt has been made 
to pass an Act of Parliament for opening all the offices in Dublin University and 
Trmity College to persons of all denominations. 

^^ If such an Act bad been passed, it would, in the opinion of the committee, 
have been a step in the right direction. The Universities of Ireland would 
then have been open to persons of all denominations upon equal terms. 

"The annual Committee are of opinion that * freedom of University education* 
in its true sense, consists in this — ' That in every University and Coll^ 
recognised or supported by the State in Ireland persons of all denominationfl 
should stand upon an equal footing/ and, ^ tbat no institution^ which does soft 
admit and teach persons of all denominations ec^ua\\y,'m^o\i\.\TAfcTl«rc^^ 
their religious opinions, should b^ recognised or auip^oTte^V^ >i3tka ^\a\a ^^do^^l 
a College or University,' 
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^ The Committee think it is improper to apply the term * freedom of education « 
to any system, the effect of which would be to introduce in any form denomi- 

tM national education into the Universities of Ireland, or any tJniversity to be 

*•* Kibstituted for them, 

" The Committee are aware that there is a diversity of opinion upon this subject, 
bat they believe that by far the greater portion of the educated people of 
Lrdand fisiTour the views adopted by the Convocation of the Queen's University, 
and would deprecate the introduction of any system which would hand over any 
section of the youth of Ireland to be educated in a sectarian institution. In 
rapport of this opinion the Committee can refer to the declaration in favour of 
non-sectarian education in Ireland issued by the nobility, clergy, and gentry of 
the Church of Ireland a few years ago from Trinity College, Dublin, commonly 
4nown as the ' Provost-house Declaration* — to the action since taken by the 
Board of Trinity College — ^tb the proceedings of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, and especially to the declared opinions of many 
<of the liberal Roman Catholics of Ireland.'* 
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The Report was unanimously adopted, and the following resolution 
was moved by Dr. Commins, seconded by Mr. Monroe, and adopted : — 

** That, as it is probable that legislation upon the subject of the Irish Uni- 
versity system will occupy the attention of Parliament in the ensuing Session, 
Convocation thinks it nght to declare its continued adhesion to the principle of 
united and non-sectarian University education in Ireland." 

A meeting of Convocation was held on the 11th October, 1872, when 
the following resolutions were adopted : — 

'*That in view of approaching legislation upon the subject of the Irish 
University education question, this Convocation declares that, in the opinion 
of Convocation, any measure involving the omission from public University 
education in Ireland of the academical or collegiate element would be incom- 
patible with proper University training, and higUy prejudicial to the interests 
of learning." 

** That it be an instruction to the annual Committee to take such steps as they 
may think best for collecting and arranging statistics and facts bearing on the 
Irioh University education question, and putting the subject in a proper form 
before Parliament.*' 

(Certified to be correct by the Clerk of-Convocation of the Qiteen's University,) 



Resolutions passed by Synods of the Church op Ireland (referred 

to in the Statement at page 15). 

At a meeting of the Cork Diocesan Synod, held on Thursday, the 
iOih November, 1871, under the presidency of the Bishop of the diocese, 
the following resolution was adopted : — 

** That this Synod hereby records its firm opposition to any system of 
the National education under which State aid would be afforded to 
denominational schools, being firmly convinced that any such system 
most prove most injurious to the best interests of the country," 

At a meeting of the Diocesan Synod of Armagh, held on the 2drd 
November, 1871, under the presidency of his Grace the Lord Primate, 
the following resolution was proposed by the Lord Primate and unani- 
mously adopted :^ 

** That we regard the demand made by the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
in Ireland for the institution of a denominational system in th^ 
oaantrj, as one opposed to the best interests of ita \^^\!b, veA q\^ 
which would ultimately be subversive of tlie praxcv^Yea Q>i <sct^ ^sjA. 
ieli^oos liberty. That we claim for our Protestasv^, c^m^j^t^cL «. r^^pi^ ^» 
parUdpAte in the educational endowments o£ \!he a\a.\ft> Vxx e^erj ^^Q^ 
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to wMch the Sticie eontributes, with full protection to their religion, 
and with Complete immunity from any teaching hostile to their creed. 
That which we claim for ourselves we hesitate not to concede to others." 
At a meeting of the Diocesan Synod of Clogher, held on the 1st 
Pecember^. 1871, ujider the presidency of his Grace the Lord Primate, a 
resolutibn in the same terms waa proposed by the Lord Primate, Beconded 
by the Archdeaoon of Clogher, and unanimonsly adopted. 

« 

(BeprirUed/rom the JDaUy JEapress and Scnmdera's NewB-LetUr.) 



BssoLunoNs passed by the General Assembly of the Pbesbtteriav 
Chuech in Ibeland {refBrred to in (he Statement at page 16). 

At Belfast, on the 8th day of February, 18^6, the General Assem^y 
of the Presbyterian Church in L^eland, specially convened, being miet 
and constituted, the following resolutions were unanimously adopted :-^ 

I. That the General Assembly re-affirms the resolution adopted at its 
meeting in July, 1863, viz. : — 

'* That the Assembly regards it to be a sacred dutv, by every means in its 
power, to preserve the fim£mental principles on which the Synod of Ulster, 
in 1840, agreed to receive aid from the ^^atiooAl Board, according to which, 
religious instruction is daily given in all our schools, while at the same time the 
rights of conscience and the sacrcdness of parental authority are duly respected, 
and no childriBn are required to be present at any religious exc&rcises to which 
their parents or guardiiHis object.** 

_' H. That the Assembly regards the establishment . of the Queen's 
Colleges and, their connexion with the Queen's University as having 
been productive of gr^t advantages to the country, and rejoices in the 
large measure of success which has attended them, notwithstanding the 
obstruction and opposition they have encountered. 

' ' in. That the AssemUy deprecates the many evils that must -asise ; 
from the changes proposed to be made in these valuable institutions, hj / 
which the diaracter of the University and the constitution of the Senate 
will be altered, the denominational elements largely introduced, and to -i 
that extent the usefulness of the Colleges and University impaired. ^ 
■ . irlV* That inasmuch as the General Assembly in July last requested S 
the Trustees of the Magee College to take steps for having the College } 
affiliated to one of the existing Universities, so that its students may he ^ 
in a position to receive degrees in arts, thereby warranting the Trustees % 
in seeking to have the Magee College affiliated with' the Queen's fk 
University, they are hereby decla;red to have had the warrant of the >< 
Assembly .'in seeking such affiliation; yet, inasmuch as the aspect of :^ 
the educational question is materially altered since the- meeting of the '^ 
Assembly in July last, and as the constitution proposed for the Senate i 
of the Queen's University is not yet before the Church, the Trustees are |8 
required to suspend further ax^tion in this matter. 

Y. That the Government Committee be instructed, and they hereby 
are instructed, to present to the liord Lieutenant these resolutions, and 
to take such other steps as may be necessary to arrest i^irther progress 
in the matter of affiliation. 

Certified from the Minutes of Proceedings of the General Assembly 
of the jE^reshyteriBii Church in Ireland. 

(Signed) ^obeet P abs., km.^ OWy cS. >s»!b&&&)« 

(t^OTEU-^Jtymntedfrom P^h'amenjtcirv Popper ^i o/lihc ^ywr^SWr^ 



^1 loTTEB £ram the fiitsT Clebk of tii6 GtEiteral Assembly to the Clebk 
of CoHTpCATjiwj. of. the Queen's University shoTring the recent 

^1 ' action~o]^the G'ENEBAii Asss^CBLY of the PBESBYTEBifN Chubgh in 
Ibbland. 
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BallTmoney, Jannary 28th, 1873. 

Mr fesiR Sii^---!fil ins^er^ 6f the 24th January, only received 

here yesiterday, I Be^tb sfLy that I hieive carefully examined the " Minutes " 
of the G^eral Assembly'^ fu^tions since February 1866, in relation to the 
Irish University Question, and now give you underneath the results. 

At the annual meetidg. of Assembly in June, 1866, the Conmiittee ap- 
pointed in February reported that they had communicated the resolu-; 
tions of the spepial Assembly to the F^mier, Earl Kussell, and to the 
Lord lieutenant of. Ireland, and that they had waited on His Excel- 
\mcj and Earl Bussell ; and they gave their impressions as to the inten- 
tions of Gfpvemment, having heard it authoritatively declared that 
Government woidd wait till the completion of the correspondence on the 
nbject,^ and then submit the new charter to the consideration of the 
Hcmse previous to asking Her Majesty's approval. 

The report was received and adopted, and cordial thanks were given to 
Ae Moderator and Committee for the zeal a^d ability with which they 
liad conducted the negotiations. The Committee was re-appointed with 
ttie instructions o; the former year. In the report of this Committee at 
ihe. laeeting of Assembly, 1867, there is no reference to the question of 
University Education, nor was there any action on this subject 

At ihe meeting of Assembly in 1868 an overture submitted to the 
Oommittee of . Overtures and transmitted, was read. It is in these 
words: — 

'^ That this Assembly protest against the chartering and endowing of any 
edncatiicmal establishment of a denominational character in Ireland, and that it 
petition Parliament in favour of the opening of Trinity College, Dublin, to all 
net Mi^esty's subjects, and thus abohsh its present anomalous denominational 
Aiimcte." , . . 

• The result was the appointment of a Oonmiittee, Eev. J. Bogeis 
(then o£ Comber) Convener, '^ to take the whole subject into considera- 
Hoxif and report at a subsequent session.'' That Committee met and' 
tep<xrted-that they had cttreftdlyjbdnsidered the question,' and recommend 
that the following portion of the overture lie on the books for the year, 
yuL, "7o petitidnFarliament in, favour of the opening o£ Trinity College, 
Dablin, -to ,all Her Me^esty^s. subjects," and -that the Assembly . now^ 
appoint a Committee to inquire into the whole, anatter. 

At the meeting ^f Assembly^i^ 1869, 1 find — 

'^ The Committee to inquire into University Education with special reference 
to Trinity College; Dublin, tetKMrted' that, inasmuch as the question has not been 
oflidally before the country during the past year, they did not feel it necessary 
to take any action in the matter, but tney now recommend that the portion of 
J Ae overture which refers to petitioning Parliament in favour of opening 
J Trinity College, Dublin, to all Her Majesty's subjects lie on the books for 
another year, and that the Committee be re-appointed with the same Convener 
and the same instructions." 

At the meeting of Assembly, 1870, 1 find the report of the " Trinity 
College Committee " ran, viz. : — 

" A meeting of the Committee was called for t\ie "in^ oi '^a.^>^sw\. \\a ^ass^oRst 
attended, this may Lave arisen from the fact ^at t\ka c^<«BX.viXL qH \^tk^«c»x?j 
Education bad made no legislative progress during ^^ -jeai^ «jA m^^ ^'^^^'^J^ 
of the l»^eibren was not ripe for any action on tb^^ \)«rt oi ^^ CoasasaXXftRk. va» 
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question, however, owing to a certain moyement on the part of the Dublin College- 
authorities is likely to make some advancement during the coming year, and in 
these circumstances it is recommended to the General Assembly to re-appoint 
the Committee and renew the instructions of last year." 

The Committee was re-appointed, and in 1871 reported : — 

*^ Their report was returned, and the Committee re-appointed with their 
former powers, and with instructions to inquire into the whole subject of. 
University Education in Ireland, suggest the course to be taken by the rresby- 
terian Church in regard thereto, and report to next Assembly." 

In 1872 Professor Kogers presented the report of the Committee on 
Trinity College : — 

'*^0n the question of University Education, the Committee on Trinity Collie 
report that having inquired into the whole subject, they are of opinion :~ 

'* 1. That the principle of United and Non-sectarian Education should be 
carried out in the University as well as in the elementary and intermediate 
departments. 

**2. That the fundamental principles of the Queen's Colleges and Queen's 
University should be maintained in their integrity in accordance with the resolu- 
tions of the Assembly of 1866. 

" 3. That Trinity Collie should be opened up so that its secular advantages 
may be available for all Her Majesty's subjects without reference to creed or 
sect, and that the University of Dublin should be preserved as one of the 
universities of the land, subject to such rules as will remove all religious dis- 
abilities from its fellowships, scholarships, and other honours and advantages. 

** 4. That the Committee be re-appomted with instructions earnestly to watch 
over the progress of this University Question, and with power should they see 
necessary (in accordance with the terms of their appointment in 1868} to take 
steps towards calling a special meeting of Assembly respecting it. 

** The report was received, and the Committee reappointed." 

You will see from the above history, which, at some little trouble, I 
have given you for the information of the Committee of Convocation of 
the Queen's University, that the General A.ssembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland is quite alive to the importance of the subject of Irish 
University Education, that their Committee will carefully watch events, 
and if necessary will be prompt to exercise the power intanisted to them. 
The question every day is becoming more urgent, and must be met 
promptly and unitedly by the Mends of United and Non-sectarian Educa- 
tion. 

Though not equal to the exertion I once was able to make in the 
business of our Church, I feel happy in any way and to any extent in 
furthering this good cause. 

Ever faithfully yours, 

EoBEBT Park, a.u., 

First Clerk of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 

James Wilson, esq., a.m., 

Clerk of Convocation of the Queen's 

University in Ireland. 
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Resolutions of Pbesbytebies of the General Assembly {rtfwted 

to in the Statement at page 16). 

Pbesbyteby of Belfast. 

The Belfast Presbytery met on the 7th November, 1871, in the lec- 
tare-room of May-street Church. The principal business before the 
Presbytery was the question of education. The Rev. J. Macnaghten 
moved, and the Rev. Dr. Porter seconded the subjoined resolutions. The 
Rev. W. Johnson, the present Moderator, in supporting the resolutions, 
said that the statement of Mr. Chichester Fortescue, that Irish National 
schools are really denominational, is a specimen of amazing and culpable 
ignorance. 

The following are the resolutions : — 

That the Presbytery, having had its attention directed to the mani- 
festo of the Roman Catholic Bishops, feels constrained — 

I. To declare its continued adherence to the principle of united 
literary and moral with separate religious education, as opposed to the 
denominational system, and its determination to uphold it. 

II. That the Presbytery regards the National system as admirably 
suited to the wants of this distracted country, and would regard any 
departure from the principles of the system as a great national evil. 

HI. That in all schools supported or aided by the State, the arrange- 
ment of books, or education and inspection, should be such as would be 
available for every child in the community, and woxdd give no ofience 
to the parents of any religious persuasion. 

rV. That the Presbytery regards the Model schools as a valuable and 
integral part of the National system, as fitted to provide well-qualiiied 
teaching, and deplores the action of the Board in interfering with these 
schools and opening rival establishments. 

Y. That education based on the denominational system would originate 
a multitude of small, ill-taught schools, leave the minority exposed to 
the risk of proselytism, and involve a system of concurrent endow- 
ment, which the country has condemned. 

YI. That a committee be appointed to prepare a memorial embodying 
these resolutions, and forward it to the Government. 

{Rivrinted from the Daily Eocpreaa of 8th Nov., 1871.) 



Pbesbyteby of Dublin. 

The attention of the Presbytery of Dublin having been called to the 
resolutions and. pastoral recently published by the Irish Roman Catholic 
Bishops, resolved as follows :— 

I. That we desire to express our unchanged approval of the principle 
of united education, and that the history of the last forty years tends to 
confirm us in our adherence to the National system, as being specially 
suited to the circumstances of this country, and as furnishing effectual 
safeguards against the dangers of proselytism. 

II. That we cannot admit the charge of "godlei^" to be correctly 
applied to a system which, while securing to the youth of this country 
a combined literary and moral education, better than was ever before 
obtained, permits and provides that the ministers of religion of every 
denomination may daily impart religious instruction to the children of 
their several communities. 

III. That the State having recently a\>o\\dcLe^ «ft^<5«i»sJGtf»iL ^ssA«s^- 
menta in Ireland, is bound in conaiBteiicy \« x^ixiaa \» ^xAcw ^^\tfsassB»r 
tional schools, the object of whicbi ia to do Bsnv^^^SW^^^^^'^^'^ 
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the clerjgyy and to train np the young for a spedal fortct of faafii^'' vatlier 
than to promote the true interests of education^ -and the good of our 
common country. 

lY. • That we cannot but express our . conviction that the substituiion 
of denominational for united education would tend to keep fJlye the 
feeling of sectarian and political animosity between the two great aectioBfl 
of our population, and to perpetuate and embitter that spirit of disunion 
and division which has so long proved the bane and di^^ace of this 
unhappy country. 

Y. Thskt in the opinion of this Presbytery, the principle embodied in 
the foregoing resolutions should be maintained alike in primary, inter- 
mediate, and university education ] and that the youth of our country 
shoxdd be, ajs f ar as possible, trained up as membeiB of the same commu- 
nity, conscious of having the same interests, of eSujoying the same rights 
and privileges, and of owing loyalty to the same constitutional Sovereign. 

YI. That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to Her Majes^s 
Government. 

Dublin, 13th November, 1871. 

(Eepnnted from Saund&i^s^a News-Letter of 15th Nov,, 1871.) 

Ballyhei^a Pbesbyteby. 

At a meeting held on the 14th November, 1871, the following reso- 
lutions were unanimously adopted : — 

L That this Presbytery regret the present hostility of the Boman 
Catholic Bishops of Ireland to the principle of united non^^edtarian edu- 
cation, and the efforts they are making to induce the Oovemment to 
depart from it. 

II. That it is the duty of the State to provide education for the people, 
and that a system of united literary and moral, with separate religious 
education, in whidi the schools are equally open to all the people, in whidi 
the rights c^ parents and guardians are recognised, and the religioua^oon- 
^ictipns of minorities are protected, is eminently adapted to elevate ^ose 
trained under it, and to soften the animosities and heal th^ *diviBions of 
this disti'acted country. • v * * / 

m. That Model Schools are an original and most important part of 
the National system, absolutely non-sectarian, necessary for the efficient 
training of teachers, and that their maintenance is essential to the 
educational. interests of the motion. ..... .. : ».' 

. I Y, Tb^W ui the opinion .of this TreHhjteiryf no antagonistio or rival 
system, such as the denominational, can be set up^ or in any way cpunteiu 
anoed by the State, without iuterfering with the rights of. minorities, 
necessitating the multiplication of small, inefficient schools,, disappointing 
hopes of concord among Irishmen, and justifying the suspieicm that our 
rulers, when sufficient pressure is brought to bear upon them, will adopt 
a retrograde and mischievous policy. 

Y. That State aid, by denominational sdiools, is concurrent endow- 
ment in its worst form, and that we are determined to resist it to the 
utmost of our .power. . 

YL That a board, the members of which are chosen on account of 

their denominational connexions, is unfit to manage properly a nanrseo" 

tarian system, and that we respectfully urge upon the Government the 

itppointment of jbbree paid commissioners, select^ iox tlvdir aujgeiior 

HbiUtieB, aad whose functions shall be purely adnuxnatra^^e. 
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The Debby Pbesbytebt and National' EDucATioNt 

On Wednesday, 2 9th, November, 1871, a special meeting of the Derry 
Presbytery was'held in the First Presbyterian Church, for the discussion 
of the subject of National Education. 

There was a very large attendance of members, and the following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted :— 

I. That we declare our continued approval of the system of " united, 
literary, moral, and separate religious instruction^' (as opposed to the 
denominational system), and our determination, by every constitutional 
means in our power, to maintain and extend it. 

H. That a system of education which secures equal rights and privi- 
leges to the members of every class and creed, recognises parental 
authority, provides abundant facility for imparting religious instruction, 
prevents all just ^spicion of proselytlsm, associates in friendly emula- 
tion and intercourse the young of all denominations, is one well suited 
to the circumstances of this country, while the numbers attracted to the 
schools prove that the Irish people recognise its excellence. 

III. That no denominational system can be established or counten- 
anced by the State without sacrificing the rights of minorities, interfer- 
ing with the exercise of parental authority, incurring increased expendi- 
ture, and the creation of small and inefficient schools, and fostering feel- 
ings of intolerance, alienation, and distrust, to the serious injury of the 
country. 

rV. That, as the consciences of local minorities in ^very school ought 
to be legally protected, no aid should be given by the State to imy school 
in which the time-table conscience clause is not strictly enforced, and a 
rigid control maintained over all books used for united general instruc- 
tion. 

Y. That, to establish denominational schools, or to hand over to the 
several denominations model and other vested schoolhouses that have 
been erected foi^ non-sectarian purposes, and by aid of the State, would 
be a retrograde policy, and woidd involve in the most objectionable form 
the principle of concurrent endowment^ which the nation lia)s condemned. 

VI. That we regard the Model Schools under the control of the State 
as an essential and invaluable part of the National system — carrying 
out most folly its leading principle, as indispensable for the training cJ 
qualified tieachers, and as fbrnishing to ordinary schools models of correct 
instniction ;; and we deplore and condemn the action of the Board of 
Ooinmissioners in encouraging the erection of rival establishments in 
the interests of any particular denomination, and especially for training 
purposes, and supporting them at the public expense. 

VII. That, as friends of united non-sectarian education, we have no 
confidence in- the administration of the system by the present Board of 
Commissioners ; that we emphatically condemn the recent introduction 
by the Board, without notice to the country or Parliamentary sanction, 
of a system of payment by results, and the issuing of a form of inspec- 
tors' report, in which the well-known inquiries on the subject of religious 
instruction are for the first time wholly omitted, thus apparently pro- 
paring the way for the State recognition and support of sectarian schools ; 
and we respectfully xirge upon the Government the necessity of either at 
once superseding the present board, or strictly limiting thftvc Cwsvs^^sscsw 
to action in harmony with the principtea oi t^^'^«.\i\QiMB^«^?5^OTV''': 



(BcM^ Exprese^ liit Dec., \%'l\.'^ 






Action of the Methodist Church in Ibeland {referred to in the 

Statement at page 17). 

The Rev. J. Tobias to Lord Wodbhouse. 

Roscrea, 30th November, 1865. 

My Lobd, — I have the honour to transmit to your Excellency the 
enclosed Memorial of the Committee appointed to watch over the civil 
privileges of the Wesleyan Methodists of Ireland, in the hope tliat you 
will take the earliest opportunity of giving it its full proportion of effect 
with Her Majesty's Government, of which you are the representative. 

I have, <fec., 
(Signed) James Tobias, Wesleyan Minister. 



Memorial. 

To His Excellency John, Baron Wodehouse, Lord Lieutenant of 

Ireland. 

May it please youb Lordship, — ^The Memorial of the Committee to 
whom the Conference of the connexion established by the late Rev. 
John Wesley, a.m., in Ireland, has in the interval of its sittings com- 
mitted the guardianship of its civil rights and duties, humbly showeth : 

That it has been represented to Memorialists that it is the intention 
of Her Majesty's Government either to make or to propose to the 
ensuing Parliament important changes in the principle and government 
of the Queen's University for Ireland. 

Memorialists are aware that such intention has not yet been made 
public — at least to such extent as to indicate the character of the changes 
intended ; nevertheless enough has taken place to fill the minds of Memo- 
rialists with both anxiety and alarm 

Memorialists, therefore, humbly beg permission to lay their views, 
and those of the denomination which they represent, before your 
Excellency, and to ask that they may be submitted to Her Majesty's 
Government, or dealt with in any manner or way in the judgment of 
your Excellency most likely to give them effect. 

Memorialists would specially and in the strongest manner deprecate 
all such changes as woxdd dispense with the students' attendance upon 
the lectures of the Professors, or alter in any way the non-sectarian 
character of the University. 

Memorialists regard the establishment of the Queen's University as 
one of the greatest boons ever conferred upon Ireland, and believe it 
capable of promoting in an eminent degree the welfare of the country. 

Memorialists feel that the Wesleyan body in any such changes would 
have special cause of complaint, inasmuch as in the faith that the prin- 
ciples of the University would be preserved intact, they have undertaken 
an outlay very large in itself — ^Targe for their means, and large in com- 
parison with any other outlay made to sustain the principle of the 
Queen's Colleges. 

Memorialists, therefore, feel that any alteration which would make 

this expenditure valueless for the purposes for which it was intended 

would be a great hardship to them, and, by weakening confidence in 

tbe stability of any institution in Ireland, coxAd not \sv]l\. doBccrax^i^ iw 

A Jong" time to come any attempt to promote tlie educ8i.\A.oiLoi Vliitb^^^^Ks^^^ 



lomlistB disclaim in tlie strongeet maimer any disposition to 
r interfere with the consciences of others ; but at the same time humbly 
i>eg to press upon the attention of your Excellency the danger of over- 
throwing an institution which experience shows is peculiarly adapted to 
the wants of the country. 

And Memorialists will ever pray, Ac. 
Signed on behalf of the Committee, 

HoBERT Masajiooit, Chairman 
Jajubs Tobias, Secretary. 
Dublin, 27th November, 1865. 

fTToTE. — Seprinted/rwn Parliamentary Paper 84 of the year 1866.) 

Resolutiohs of the Methodist Chorcu on the Education Question 
II the Statement at page 17.) 



At a meeting of the Wesleyan "Education Committee for Ireland, 
held in the library of Donegall-Bquare Church, Belfast, on Wednesday, 
the 23iid November, 1871, the resolutions of the Roman Catholic Arch- 
bishops and Bishops, in relation to National education in Ireland, were 
carefully considered, and the following unanimously adopted : — 

I. That while regarding religious instruction as an essential element 
in education, we, nevertheless, declare it as our conviction that a mixed 
secular and a separate religious education is the only National syatera 
that can secure " educational fi-eedom and equality "in Ireland. 

n. Thftt to apply the term "Godless" to a system that affords 
&roilitie3 to all denominations to instruct the children in their respective 
communions, in the principles of their own faith, and that upon equal 
terms, without interfering with the convictions of any, ia disingenuous, 
sad can be misleading to none but the uninquiring and the deeply 
prejudiced. 

III. That every step of departure, in favour of denominationalisra, 
from the system of the National Board of Education, as originally 
■ propounded in the letter of Lord Stanley, then Secretaiy for Ireland, 
had been in violation of the principle of religious equality, and should 
be speedily retraced, the whole system, as far ae practicable, being 
Wought into harmony with the Model schools, which are its tiueat types. 

rV". That to give public confidence in the future that the system shall 
be faithfully administered, it is indispensable that the present Board 
of Commissioners, selected as representatives of religious denominations, 
be replaced by paid Commissioners selected purely on the ground of com- 
petency, and without power to alter or amend, but only to administer a 
cleai'ly defined code of rules and regulations with impartiality. 

V. That the present effort to supersede that system, by one purely 
denominational, under the plea of " educational freedom and equality," 
ia but an ill-concealed attempt to revive the principle of religious 
endowment in favour of those who secured its overthrow, and that to 
the depriving of considerable minorities in many parts of Ireland of the 
freedom and equality which they profess to advocate aa " invulnerable 
rights." 

VI. That having lately established a college at a cost of more than 
X50,000, all raised by voluntary contributions, in order to take advan- 
tage of the united syatem of education in the Queen's Colleges and 
Vnivergity, we strongly deprecate any ste^ teajmij te \aiB»SA«. '&i» 

jfriuoiple apon which those institutioiiB \ia.vs \»on. fo'aiA'eA. 
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VII. That while protesting against a revival of the principle of State 
endowments for re^gious purposes, whether to the Chtirch or sdiool^ 
and conceding the right to our Eoman Catholic fellow-subjects to 
establish a college 'or colleges at their own cost, we also maintain their 
right to obtain University degrees and honors without respect to where 
or how they may have obtained their literary qualifications, and Vonld, 
therefore, advocate the application of the principle of the Queen's 
Colleges to Trinity Collie, Dublin, and the establishment of one 
University for Ireland on a non-sectarian basis, as the surest method of 
securing true " educational freedom and equality." 

VIII. The English Conference, at its last session in Manchester, 
apprehending such a movement as that now in progress, adopted a 
resolution empowering the president, in connexion with the committee 
of exigency, to take such measures as might be deemed necessary to 
oppose it ; that we therefore take the necessary steps to thus secure the 
co-operation of the Methodist body in England, in resisting any measure 
tending either directly or indirectly to endow Komaoism in Irelan<^ 

IX. That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to Her Majesty's 
Government, and that every possible effort be made to give them 
practical effect. 

(Note. — B^nmtedjram the Northern Whig o/2Bth November^ 1871.) 



Action op the Association op Ibish Non-Subscbibing Pbesbt- 

TERIANS IN BeLATION TO THE IrISH UNIVERSITY QUESTION. 

At a meeting of the Association of Irish Non-Subscribing Presbyte- 
rians, held on the 20th June, 1866, the General Committee of the body 
amongst other things reported, that as they had regarded with considerable 
alarm certain proposed changes in the constitution and powers of the 
Queen's University, as indicated in the speeches and declarations of 
some members of Her Majesty's Government, they had held a meeting 
on the 2nd August, 1865, when it was agreed that the following resolu- 
tion on the subject should be forwarded to the Lord Lieutenant and 
several other officials of Her Majesty's Government : — 

'' That, inasmuch as the Association of the Non-Subscribing Presby- 
terians of Ireland has always been friendly to the principles of united 
and non-sectarian education, and has frequently expressed its attachment 
to that principle, we, its Committee, acting on its behalf, feel bound to 
record our deep regret at an announcement which we understand has 
been made by Her Majesty's Government, intimating an intention to 
reconsider the regulations of the Queen's University in Ireland, with a 
view to modify them in such a manner that yoimg men who have been 
educated iq a seminary which is under the control and patronage of one 
particular Church, and whose directors and teachers are r^arded to be 
members of that Church, may be enabled to receive degrees and other 
literary and scientific distinctions in connexion with that University ; 
that we deprecate the adoption of any measures for the purpose above 
set forth as a direct infringement of the great principle upon which the 
Queen's University was funded, as likely to lead to further and 
still more objectionable changes in its constitution and management, as 
disadvantageous, if not fatal, to the prosperity of the Queen's Colleges 
in Ireland, and as calculated to counteract the wise and beneficent mea- 
sures which the Imperial Parliament has, during the last thirty years, 
repeatedly sancidoned with reference to public ed\icai^oTi\nL\T«^<^ 
produce a deeply injurious eflfect on the feelinga and \k!B^\\a oi V)fckft t^so^i 



generatkiii, and to foater and perpetuate sectarian jealouaioa, alienations. 
Mid animosities in tliia already distracted lajid." 

The General Coinimttee also reported that they had reBolved to petition 
both HoTiaea of Parliamont deprecating the changes referred to in the 
wustitution and powers of the Queen's University, and that the follow- 
ing petition was accordingly forwarded for presentation to both Houses 
of Parliament :— 

" To the Right Honorable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parlia- 
ment assembled, 

" The Humble Petition of the Committee of the Association of the Non- 
Subsoribing Presbyterians of Ireland. 

" Humbly Showeth — That in common with enlightened men of various 
sects and parties who have made the subject of public instruction their 
slady, petitioners are firmly attached to the principle of united and non- 
sectarian education, as calculated to afford to the youth of all Churches 
the advantage of the best attainable secular inatruotion, without inter- 
fering in any degree with their peculiar i-eligious tenets; and as 
tending to attach them to each other by the ties of mutual friendahip, 
and to mitigate the bitterness of political and ecclesiastical antipathy 
in afterlife. 

" That petitioners, regarding this principle as especially valuable in 
its application to a country long distracted by sectarian animosities and 
the discord of political parties, hailed with gratitude the establiahment 
of the National Board for the education of the poor of Ireland, and 
subsequently the erection of the Queen's Colleges and the Queen's Uni- 
versity, all being founded on the one great principle of united and non- 
sectarian teacluig. 

"That petitioners have seen with deep regret the inroads which have 
from time to time been made on this great principle by means of various 
alterations in the constitution and management of the National Board, 
and have learned with sorrow that it ia the intention of Her Majesty's 
Government to adviae a, modification of the charter of the Queen's 
University, by which a similar inroad, probably only the first of a aeries 
of inroads, will be made on the same principle as applied to the consti- 
tution and management of that admirable iastitutjon. 

" That the great success which has attended the Queen's University and 
the Queen's Colleges as evidenced by the number of their students, not- 
withstanding the efforts of those who are opposed to their fundamental prin- 
ciple to deter young men ii-om entering their walls ; by the eminence 
which many of them hare already attained in various department of 
professional life, as well as in other fields of competition, and by the 
acceptance of them as places for the education of their sons by persona of 
aJl religious denominations moving in the rani of society for whose use 
they were designed, is a sufficient reason for maintaining them in their 
integrity, and for abstaining from every change, whether in the consti- 
tution, powers, or management of the Senate of the University or of 
the Colleges, which would tend to diminish their usefulness or to shake 
the public confidence in their stability and in that perfect impartiality , 
with regard to all religious and political differences, which has formed a 
most important element of their success, and has always been regarded 
aa one of the grounds on which they have commanded the cordial 
approval of the steady friends of education. 
"Xii»tpeiitioaeiB earnestly deprecate 1i« ioiCiSo^iu^tfiuQli wtsgaia^iwbt 
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or members into the Senate of the Queen's University on the ground of r 
their connexion with sectarian or denominational institutions. 

" They deprecate with equal earnestness any alterations in the charter , 
of the University by which any definite proportion of the members of 
the Senate would be required to be adherents of any particular Church. 
Such changes they deprecate as introducing a sectarian element into the 
constitution of the governing body ; as calcxdated to place in it a number 
of persons avowedly and resolutely opposed to the fundamental princi- 
ple of the (Jniversity ; as tending to impair the confidence of other 
denominations in the impartiality of its acts, and as almost certain to 
lead to further changes in its practical working, which, in the end,' 
would utterly destroy its usefulness as a great national institution. 

" That petitioners are decidedly opposed to any alteration in the terms - 
of the University charter by which ihe Senate should be empowered to 
confer degrees on young men who either have not received any collegiate 
education, or have been trained in exclusive sectarian seminaries. Such 
a measure, they conceive, would greatly discountenance and discourage 
the principle of united education ; would raise those exclusive sectarian 
seminaries to an importance which, if left to themselves, they would 
probably never attain ; would, entice away not a few students from those 
noble institutions which the legislature has raised for the purpose of 
training up the youth of Ireland of all denominations in common, and 
in habits of friendly intercourse and mutual esteem, and would practi- 
cally hand over the whole of the rising generation to institutions in 
which they will necessarily be kept apart from each other during their 
early years, and will, too probably, be taught to regard each other with 
BiispicioD and dislike. 

" Petitioners look upon the measures above indicated, or any others 
having a similar object, as a sad disappointment of the expectations 
which were held out to the legislature and to the country at the time 
when the Act for Queen's Colleges in Ireland was proposed and passed ; 
as a grievious breach of faith with those generous persons who have 
already given large sums for the encouragement of education in the 
Queen's Colleges and Queen's University on a united and non-sectarian 
basis ; and as an effectual barrier to the exercise of similar liberality by 
others, whether in the present or in coming times. 

" Petitioners, therefore, most humbly pray your lordships' right 
honourable house to take such steps as to your lordships may seem best 
calculated to prevent the measures above indicated, or any others of a 
similar tendency, from being carried into effect, and petitionei'S as in 
duty bound will ever pray." 

It was resolved : — " That the Report read should be received and 
entered cm the minutes ; and that the diligence^of the members, in fulfilling 
the duty assigned to them and in carrying out the wishes of the Associa- 
tion with reference to the various subjects referred to them be highly 
approved." 

It was also resolved : — "That the General Committee be instructed 
to direct their attention, without delay, to the present state and prospects 
of the system of National Education, and of the Queen's University in 
Ireland." 

The Association met on the 16th June, 1869, and the Beport of the 
General Committee was read and adopted. Tlie following extract is 
£aken ^m an address to the then Lord lieutenant, which is contained 
In the Report 

*^ Viewing the training of youth on aound and eqva\aNAft ^tvh^^^ ^ 
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tending powerfully to promote individual virtue, social prosperity, and 
national liberty, we have peculiar pleasure in bearing our testimony to 
the beneficial tendency of the National system of education, as originally 
introduced to Parliament by the statesman who is now at the head of 
Her Majesty's Grovemment, and of the provision made for the higher 
education of youth in the Queen's Colleges, and the Queen's University 
as originally constituted. These systems appear to us to have been as 
beneficial in their results as they were admirable in their conception, and 
we view with regret and alarm the inroads which have recently been 
made on their fundamental principles, those, namely, of United Educa- 
tion for the youth of all denominations; non-interference with ihe 
peculiar tenets of any church, and freedom from ecclesiastical control. 
We hope and trust that Your Excellency will discountenance and 
discourage all attempts to interfere with principles so equitable in 
themselves, and so admirably adapted to iiie state of this distracted 
country." 

Again at a meeting held on the 23rd June, 1870, the Association 
protested against the State patroni^g, endowing, or in any manner 
encouraging Seminaries constituted upon sectarian prind^es. 

{Taken from the Minutes of the Association of Non-Svhscrihing 

Fresb^rkms oflrekmd.) 



The Congregationalists, 6b, Independents, and National 

Education. 

At a meeting of the Committee of the Irish Congregational Union, 
held in Belfast, November 17, 1871, duly convened to consider the reso- 
lutions and manifesto of the JR^oman Catholic Bishops in reference to the 
Irish National Education, the following resolutions (in harmony with 
and in furtherance of the resolutions on education passed at ^e late 
meeting of the Irish Congregational Union in Dublin) were unanimously 
passed: — 

I. That we declare our continued approval of, and our steadfast adher- 
ence to, the principle of non-sectarian education ; and we entirely disap- 
prove of denominational education, as being unsuited to the state of this 
country, and calculated to perpetuate and intensify sectarian bigotry. 

IL That, in accordance with the fundamental principles of the National 
system, we firmly hold that the consciences of minorities ought to be 
legally protected, and we protest against State aid being given to schools 
in which the time-table conscience clause is not strictly enforced. 

III. That we emphatically protest against the endowment of schools 
or colleges exclusively belonging to any religious denomination, as we 
believe that this woidd be concurrent endowment in its most objection- 
able form. 

IT. That we hold that the Model Schools of this country are essential 
to the completeness and efficiency of the National system of education, 
and we therefore regard the action of the Board of Commissioners, in 
encouraging . the erection of rival establishments, and supporting them 
out of the public funds, as highly objectionable and unju^. 

V. That the large number of children of all denominations attending 
the National schools is a proof that the system has obtained the approvsd 
of the people ; and whilst it affords reasonable facilities for religious 
instruction, it also secures for the young a EounidL ^leicvi^ax ^"^swaSass^^^s^fe 
from the danger of proselytism ; and -we pVeAge ovslt^^^it^^ \« ^te«cs\ss'Q2Sc«i 
appose all effortfi to supplant the preaent \>y «l denoissMMu^vsM^ tsrj^i^Ktsi.* 
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YI. That, while we sympathise with our English brethren in their ' 
present noble and arduous efforts to get rid of the objectionable clauses i 
of the English Education Act, which enable the School Boards to tax i 
the community for the payment of fees in denominational schools, we !: 
eai'nestly beg their assistance in our efforts to resist the demands xecently j 
and persistently made to place the education of this country in the hands i 
and under the control of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. 

{DMy Express, 20«A Nov., 1871.) 



Action of the National Education League for Ibeland {referred to 

in ^ Statement at page 1 7). 

The following Resolutions were passed at a large and influential public 
meeting of the National Education League for Ireland, held in 
the Ulster Hall, Belfast, on the eyening of Friday, the 8th December, 
1871 :— 

Resolutions. 

Moved by Samuel Browne, Esq., Surgeon, r.n., ex-Mayor of Belfast ; 
seconded by the Rev. J. Henry Deacon, Incumbent of Trinity Church, 
Belfafit— 

Resolution A. — ^That the Mayor of Belfast, Philip Johnston, Esq., 
J.P., do now take the chair. 

Moved by Thomas Sinclair, Esq., j.p., Belfast ; seconded by Ynyr H. 
Burges, Esq., j.p., Parkanaur, Dimgannon — 

I. That whereas, a pastoral address has been issued by the Roman 
Catholic Archbishops and Bishops of Ireland, enjoining the laity of their 
Church to forward to Her Majesty's Government memorials demanding 
the establishment, at the public expense, of schools under their exclusive 
control, for the education of the youth of their communion — ^in which 
schools the fulness of Roman Catholic religious instruction shall be carried 
on without restriction throughout the entire school-day — ^in which the 
teachers shall be exclusively Roman Catholics, the books, even those 
employed for literary and scientific instruction, shall be largely imbued 
witii Roman Catholic doctrine, the emblems of Roman Catholic devotion 
shall be permanently displayed, and the peculiar observances of the 
Roman Catholic Churchvshall be permitted at all hours of the day, — and 
the Inspectors of which shall be members of the Roman Catholic Church, 
enjoying the confidence of the Roman Catholic bishops, priests, and 
people, — ^we feel ourselves called upon to protest against these demands, 
as utterly inadmissible — as opposed to the interests of sound learning 
and the intellectual elevation of the people — as tending to prolong and 
imbitter sectarian strife — as tending to introduce, in direct contravention 
of the policy which has just received the deliberate sanction of the 
Legislature, the principle of concurrent endowment — and as exposing to 
the imminent danger of proselytism the children of other persuasions 
who might be compelled by necessity, or induced by other motives to 
attend such schoobi. 

Moved by the Rev. Lowry E. Berkeley, Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland ; seconded by Joseph 
John Murphy, Esq., f.g.s., Oldforge, Dunmurry — 

IL That we hereby declare our continued adherence to the funda* 
mental principle of the National system of education, viz., that of united 
literary and moral with separate religiouB instaraLCs^oii \ vsA. "^s^^ ^^ qcsiil- 
aider iii&t ajratem. to be specially adapted to tSie ^«XL\a «xA m<y\Tt\i»«aom 
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ilof Ireland, inasmuch m it pravides the means of literaiy and moral 
instruction for children of all denominations withoiit interfering with the 
religious convictions of any, gives due weight to jjarentai authority, 
tfibrds all proper and reasonable facilities for distinctive religious 
teaching, and unites young persons and teachers of various creeds in the 
i schools, allowing them opportunities of friendly intercoui-se, whereby 
it may be hoped that sectarian and jralitical asperities will in process of 
time be assuaged if not removed : that we i-ejoice in the success which 
has hitherto attended the National system, and in the favoxur with which 
it has been received in all the provinces of Ireland, as evidenced by the 
continued iacreoBe in the number of the schools connected with it and 
in that of the pupils attending them ; and that we will to the utmost of 
our ability oppose any inroad upon its fundamental principles as a 
national calamity. 

Moved by William Johnston, Esq., m.f. for Belfast ; seconded by W. 
J. C. Allen, Esq., J.P., Faunoran, Belfast — 

III. That we hold it to be essential to the very idea of a State-sup- 
ported system of National education, and more especially of one which 
U intended to unite the children belonging to all denominations iu the 
BMXie schools, that the State shall, through its duly appointed officers, 
exercise complete control over all the books employed in communicating 
literary and moral instruction, as a guarantee that such instruction shall 
be ttorough and efficient, and that it shall not be made the instrument 
of propagating the peculiar tenets of any religious system. 

Moved by Marriott R. Dalway, Esq., u.P. for Canickfergus ; seconded 
by the Rev. George C. Smytha, Vicar of Caramoney — 

IV. That we conceive it to be indispensable to any truly National 
gyotem of education that the schools shall be inspected by officers 
Bppointed'by the State without respect to religious denomination, whose 
duty it shall be to see that the rules of the National system are strictly 
adhered to, and to report on the condition of the schools and the progress 
rf the pupils in secular knowledge. 

Moved by the Eev, John Scott Porter, Belfast ; seconded by the Bev. 
John Macnaughtan, Belfast^ 

V. That we regard a system of Training and Model schools under the 
control of the State itself, the object of which shall be to promote united 
education, to exhibit the bestmetiiods of literary and scientific instruction 
to surroimding schools, and to train young pereons for the office of 
teacher, as a necessary branch of any National system of education ; that 
we rejoice in the great efficiency and extensive usefulness of the Metro- 
politan and District Model schools which have been established by the 
Oommissionei-s of National Education in Ii-eland ; that we should regard 
their destruction, or their conversion into sectarian institutions, as has 
been demanded by the Eomau Catholic prelates, as a grievous injury to 
the cause of sound learning, and a heavy calamity to oiu' country ; and 
that we shall therefore strenuously oppose every proposition for handing 
over their functions to sectarian seminaries, conducted under the auspices 
and subject to the exclusive control of any denomination. 

Moved by the Eev. Joseph W. M'Kay, Belfast ; seconded by the Eev, 
Dr. MaoHwaine, Incumbent of St. George's Church, Belfast — 

VT. That the Council of the League be inatiftdei aiA CTa^-™'::^«& ' 
•j^ on our (jehalf any measui-ea that nwiy \je ^xo^pdefti m "?a.T*iaaaa*. 
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or elsewhere on the sul^ect of XTnwersity and interaoediate education ; 
MDid to take si]«h steps as they may deem advisable for preventing those } 
important questions from being desj^t with in a sectarian Cff dencnninational i 
spirit. 

Moved by the Rev. William Johnston, Belfast ; seconded by J. P. 
Qorry, Esq., J.P., Belfast — 

YII. That we warmly sympathise with the efforts made by the English 
NfktionflJ Education League for the purpose of promoting the education 
of the entire youthful population of England on non-sectarian principles ; 
that we are grateful for the aid which they have lent to us in our 
endea,voxirs to carry out the same principle in this country ; and that our 
especial thanks are due for t^e distinguished and cordial reception 
afforded to our deputation at the great public meeting held in Birming- 
ham on the 16th and 17th of October. 

Moved by the Rev. George T. Payne, Rector of Drumbeg, and 
Rural Dean of Hillsborough ; seconded by John Lowry, Esq., White- 



Viij. That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be signed by the 
Chairman, and sent forward to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, and to all the Lish members of Parliament. 

(Signed), Philip Johnston, Chairman. 

On the motion of J. Sharman Crawford, Esq., J.P., d.l., Grawfordsbum, 
seconded by Dr. Michael M*Gee, of Belfast, Johd Young, Esq., J. p., d.l., 
G«lfonn Castle, Ballymena, was moved to the second chair 3 and a vote 
of thanks was passed by acclamation to the Mayor, for his able and 
dignified conduct in presiding over the meeting. 

{Reprmted from the jmblished Resolutions of the NoUndmcd JSckuxUion 

League for Irela/nd.) 



National Education League fob Ireland. 

At a Meeting of the Council of the League, held in Belfast on the 2dth 
January, 1873, the following Resolutions on the Irish University 
Question were unanimously adopted : the first and second having^been 
originally agreed to at a Meeting held on 24th January, 1872, the third 
being now added as a supplement in the present crisis : — 

Resolutions : 

1st. — That we strongly disapprove of the proposal to deprive the ex- 
isting Universities of their University powers, in order to replace them 
by a Central Exa.niining Board nominated by the Government; believing 
that such a diange would destroy academical index)endence, be deeply 
injurious to the interests of sound learning, and lead to interminable strife 
and confusion. 

2nd. — ^That, in the proposal to abolish Tests, religious and clerical, in 
Trinity College and the University of Dublin, so as to open to all, with- 
out religious distinctions, the honours, the emoluments, and the govern- 
ment both oi the College &nd the' University, we see the basis of a 
reasonable settlement of fiie UnLvenaty question ; and we are, ^erafore, 
ofopmipXL fibat Mr. f awcett's ;piU, if its pxi^{v.dp\e\» cwm^\«^^^ <»xr)fid 
out m detail, will meet fljl the reqnjreinexvta 01 t\i<b caaa. 
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3rd. — That in the opinion of this Council, the constitution of the 
Queen's University in Ireland ou^t to be reformed by inti-oducing into 
the Senate a larger infusion of the Academic element. 
(Signed) Oeoroe C. Suythe, 1 

J. Scott Portbe, ! Honorary 
E. G. JoHEB, I Secretaries. 

Thomas Sinclair, J 
A. O'D. Tavlok, Actit^ Secretaiy. 
{SeprinUd from the published Retolutiong of the National EdtLcatwn 
Leoffue.) 

Table showing the number of Students attending eneh Clash in the 
Qoeeh'8 Colleges during the Session 1871-72, and distinguishing 
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Fbizes Founded by Public Subscbiption. 
{Referred to in ike statement at page 17). 

At a Public Meeting of the University in October, 1861, Sir Robert 
Peel ojSered the sum of £1,200 to found three exhibitions* of 40 each, to 
be competed for annually for ten years ; and he expressed his desire that 
these prizes should be tenable along with the small scholarships attached 
to the Queen's Colleges, in order that his benefaction might have the 
eflfect of increasing the value of the rewards provided for the most 
deserving students. 

When announcing this munificent gift. Sir Robert Peel invited others 
to co-operate with him in thus endeavouring to promote United Educa- 
tion, without adding to the burden on the public purse; and his 
invitation met with so ready a response that it became necessary to 
form a committee^ which should take charge of the subscriptions, and 
make regulations for the proper allocation of the funds. This com- 
mittee consisted of Sir Robert Peel, bart., m.p., (Chaimum)', the Duke 
of Leinster ; the Lord Talbot de MaJahide, f.b.s. ; the Eight Honorable 
Abraham Brewster, m.a., q.c. ; Sir James Emerson Tennent, ll.d. ; 
James Naper, d.l. ; Alexander Thom, esq. ; Benjamin Lee Guinness, 
esq. ; William Malcomson, esq. ; and G. Johnstone Stoney, m.a., f.b.s., 
{Honorary Secretary,) 

The annexed list contains the names of the subscribers, with the sums 
contributed by each : — 



His Grace the Duke of Leinster, . . . £300, . 

Vificoimt PalmerstoD, £100, . 

His Excellency the Earl of Carlisle, Lord Lieutenant qflrelandf 

£100, . 
The Earl of Clarendon, Chancellor of the Univerntj/f 

Ex- Viceroy of Ireland, .... £20, for five years, 



£ 
300 
100 



8, 






d. 





100 



The Marquess of Landsdowne, 



Sir Robert Peel, bart., Chairman of Committee^ £120, for ten years. 



Alexander Thom, esq., 

Lord Talbot de Malahide^ 

The Right Hon. A. Brewster, q.c 

Sir J. Emerson Tennent, 

James Naper, esq., d.l., 

William Malcomson, esq., . 

Benjamin Lee Guinness, esq., 

John William Carleton, esq., q.c. 

Allan PoUock, esq., 

Henry H. Stewart, esq., m.d., 

Sir Edward Coey, 

G. J. Stoney, esq., F.B.S., Hon, Sec, of Committee, 

£30, 
Henry Harding, esq., j.p., . 
Richard Owen O'Conor, esq., 
Robert Sullivan, esq., Lt^.D., 
Thomas Casement, esq., j.p., 
Robert Saunderson, esq., M.D., 
J. Macnamara Cantwell, esq., 
Lieutenant-Colonel Barton, d.l., 
George Orr Wilson, esq., . 
Stephen Roche, esq., j.p., . 
Ker. George Harrisson Reade, 
John M*Evoy, esq., . 
T. S. Lmdsey, esq., sen., D.L., 
Jolm Ross Mahon, esq., j.p., 



£25, for five years, 



£60, for ten years, 

£6, for five years, 
£60, .... 
5 guineas, for ten years, 

£6, for five years, 
£60, for ten years, 
£25, for ten years, 
£10, .... 
£25, .... 
£120, .... 
£10, for ten years. 



. 100 

. 125 
.1,200 

. 600 

. 25 

. 50 

. 52 

. 25 

. 600 

. 250 

. 10 

. 25 

. 120 

. 100 



£25, for five years, 

A*!, .... 
£60, a-year during his life. 
£20, for at least five years, 

£2, .... 

f6 

£2, for ten years, 
£40, for five years, 
£10, .... 

£1, for five years, 

£1, . . . . 

£5, for five years, 
£25, .... 



30 

125 

1 

100 

2 

5 

20 

200 

10 

5 

1 

25 

25 









10 

























































* This allocation was Afterwards changed, and SkKo\>erlPe^^ft\)eiidiA\.\oum<»\ge^ 
general fond, in order that it might aid in establiahmg t^kxe coTm.ec\A4 «m%aQi '^\ift&^\£k!(^ 
Mie support of the public enabled the Comimttee to iouad. 



Williun Fonter, «8({^ D I., . 


£6, . . . . 


5 


Lord Oranraore, 


£5, for fire yean, 


26 


Vere Foster, esq 


£10, for ten years. 


100 


The Ven Bet. the Dean o( Waterford, 


£3, . . 7 . 


3 


V.ughBll MontgomBry, Bsq., . . 


£2, ... 


2 


Lieu tenant- Geaeral Hall, CB., J.p., . 


£5, for five years, . 


25 


yQyrH.Burg^,eaq.,j.P. . . 


£5 


5 


John ftvall, esq., ll.d., . 


£25, . . . . 


25 


Robcfl Mackay Wilwin, esq., . 


£20, for ten years. 


200 


J. P. a. Kennedy, esq., . *. 


3 guineas, . . 


2 2 


John Franks, esq., J.P., 


£5, . . . . 


5 


Q.C., " Es-Sclielar, t.o.d^" 


£10, .... 


10 


Lord Dunslley, 


£10, for ten yeara, 


100 


P. C. Howley, esq., b.m., . 


£1, for Gve years. 


5 


Sir Robert Kane, f.r.b., . 


£20, for five years, 


100 


G. F. Brady, esq., .... 


£1, tor fire years, 


S 


The Lord Bishop of Deny, . 


£50 . : ^ . 


50 


William R. La louche, eaq.. 


£io; .... 


10 


George Warner Slator, eaq., 


2 guineaa tor five years, 


10 10 


Thomas Huttoa, esq., u.l.. 


£6, tor five years, . 


25 


Robert Galloway, esq., F.O.a., . 


£6, . . . . 


6 


Rev. C. S. Langley 


£6, tor fire years, 


25 


8. Uanna, esq., b-m. 


£6, . . . . 


5 


Henry Thomas Hope, esq., j,p., . 


£25, for two year^ . 


60 


Waioright Crowe, J.p,, 


£2, . . . . 


a 


Sir James Murray, U.11 


£6, a-ye«r during his lite. 




Eer. Arthur G. Ryder, i>.D., . 


£80, . . . 


30 


Francis Ryan, esq., Mayor of Clonmol, 


-es 


6 


Thomas Andrews, eaq., M.o., f.B.S,, . 


£200, .... 


200 


Richard Dawson, esq., j.p., 


£2, tor ten years. 


20 


Sir Richard Muagtave, hart., D.L., 


£6, for five years. 


25 


John Bruwn, esq., j.t., . . . 


£2, for five yeata, . 


10 


Tery Rev Viscount Monlmorrea, 
J. H. Swanton, esq., J.P., . 


£3, tor five years, 
£2, for ten years, . 


15 
20 


Maurice Fitigerald, esq., . 


2 guineas for five years. 


10 10 


Wm. R. Slarkie, Esq., b.m., 


£3, . . .' . 


3 


Hon. Dudley F. Forteseue, J, p., . 


£5, for five years, 


25 


Bolton J. Waller, esq., j.p. 


£10, .... 


10 


Henry Griffith, Esq., n.L., J.P., . 


£1, tor five years. 


5 


Sir Robert Lynch Blosse, batt, . 


£10, for five years. 


50 


Edward Berwick, esq,. 


£10, for ten years. 


100 


Joseph O'Leary, esq., .... 


£1, for ten years, . 


10 


William Nesbitt, eaq.. 


£1, for ten yeu^s, . 


10 


Thomas W. Moffett, esq., ll.d,, . 


£1, for tta years. 


10 


Charles Croker King, esq., M.D., . 


£1, for ten years, 


10 


Augustus Bensbach, esq., a.a., '. 




10 


Edward Townaend, esq,. 


£1, for ten years, 


10 


Arthur Hill Curtis, esq., 


£1, for ten years, 


10 


Thomas H. Rowney esq., . 


£1, for tea years. 


10 


■William Kina, esq.. 


£1, for ten years. 


10 


James V. Browne, esq., m-d., 


£1, for ten years. 


10 


Richard B. Bagley, esq., . 


£1,fifftei years, 


10 


W, B, Campion, esq., ... 


£1, for ten years, 


10 


A. G, Melville, esq,, «.d,, . 


£1, tor ten yeara. 


10 


Thomas Syiling, esq., 


£1, for ten years,^ 


10 


N. Colahan, es-i., a.D,, - . 


£1, for ten years," 


10 


John Richardson, esq., ... 


£1, for ten years, 


10 


Arthur Ireland, eiq. 


£1, tor ten years, 


10 


William Lapton, «sq., .... 


£1, for Un years. 


10 


Edward DiTers, *sq,, «.i>,, . 


£1, for at leaM five years. 


5 


James Gibson, «»q., Chaimian of Qutm's Coi 








£10, for five years. 


60 




£1, for five yeara, . 


S 


Joseph Cox, esq., tt.u., 


£1, .... 


10 


MarcUfl Goodbody, esq,, J.P>, 


£25, .... 


25 


T. B. Tenlon, J.P. 


£2, . . . . 


1 a <s 


Wm. Junei Shaw, eaq., J.p., 


Spmeu, . . 


. ^ t »!» 


Btv. Abr,b,m 3. Fqll«r, M.A., . . 


£2,foi&T«7«nv 


. -sa <4 - 


Jmit A. LawKO, mq , «(i., Solicitor-Otiun 


ii.£aB. . : . - 


Vk ' 



88 



£1, for ten years, 

£ly for ten years, 
£100, . 

£1, for five jrears, 
£10, . 

£3, 

£2, 



Frederick H. Henry, esq., J.P., 
Darid Fielding Jones, esq., j.f., 
The Hon. David Plunket, . 
Sir Charles H. Coote, bart, d.l., 
Lord Blayney, 
The Marquess of Headf ort, 

JU.. Lim Limy ... 

J. W. Browne, esq., 
Thomas Dunphy, esq., J.P., 
John Evans Delmcge, esq., J.P., 
W. Knaresborough, esq., KM., 
Michael Galwey, r.m., 
Arthur French, esq., R.M., 
J. Little, esq., b.m., 
John O'Donohue, 
Francis Harding, j.p., 

-1 Edgeworth, esq. ,• ; 



W. H. Hardinge, esq., 
mfr. Sergeant SolhvaDf • 
Ed. Falconer Litton, esq., 
Zfaniel O'Riordan, esq., 
Might HonbJe. Alexander MacdonnelL 
^olm McDonnell, esq., m.d., 



George. J. Allman, esq., ll.d., 

Richard Doherty, esq., M.D., 

Lord Leconfield, 

Wm. O'Connor Morris, esq., J.P., 

Thomas De Moleyns, esq., j.p., . 

Charles Arabin, esq., R.M., . 

Francis Goold Morony, j.p., 

Echlin Molyneux, esq., q.c. Chairman of County Meath, 

£10, for.ten years, 

William Scott, esq., m.d., . . . £1, for at least three years, 

John E. Caimes, esq., . . . . . £1, for ten years, 

Lord Cremome, £30, . 

John R. Corballis, esq., Q.c, Chairman of County Kilkenny, 

£10, . 
Rev. E. F. Day, j.p., . . . . w £3, . . 
Rev. W. Maziere Brady, .... £1, for five years; 
Robert Peel Dawson, esq., M.P., . . . £5, for two years, 
William Coates, esq., j.p., .... £5, for ten years, 
Lieutenant-General J. Dawson Rawdon, j.p., £25, . 
John Elliott, esq., m.i>., bv the Dean of Waterford, 

*i, . . . 

Henry E. Turner, €sq.y. j.p.. 

Viscount Massereene and Ferrard, 

George H. Lindsay, d.l., 

Thomas Jennings, esq., 

T. C. Stewart Corry, esq., M.D., 

H. G. Curran, esq., r.m., . 

The Hon. Judge Hargreave, ll.d., 

Charles Putland, esq., 

Rev. William Studdert Kennedy, 

The Honorable Judge Kelly, ll.d., 

Henry M'Cormac, esq., M.D., 

"A Friend," by Sir J. Emerson Tennent, 

John Wilson, j.p., 

Pilsworth Whelan, esq., R-m., 

John Rintoul, esq., M.A., 

The Honorable Judge Berwick, 

James Fl}im, esq., a donation of £2, and 

The Very Rev. the Dean of Elphin, 

Rev. John Edgar, d.d., 

James L. M'Cance, esq., r.m.. 

Rev. John Fitzgerald Day, 

Alexander Fin(Uater, esq., . 

Sir John Macneill, j.p., 

Frederick John Foster, esq., d.l., 

John Shuldham, esq., d.l., 

"M.D.," 



£5, .... 
£20, for five years^ 

£5, . . 
£10, .... 

£1, for five years, 

£2, for five years, 
£10, for three years, . 
£10, .... 

£1, .... 
1 guinea, for ten years, 

£1, for five years, 

£5, for five years, 
£10, . . . • 

Art/* • • • • 

£2, for five years, 
£10^ for ten years, . 

£1, for three years, 

£2, for five years, 

£1, for ten years, . 

£6 

£1, for five years, 
£50, for four years, . • 

£5 a-year during Mi life. 

£6, . . . . 

£5, for five years, . 

£5, . . . . 



£10, .... 

£5, 

£5, for five years, . 
£10, for five year8,J. 
£20 a-year until further notice. 
£10, for five years, . 

£5, .... 

£5, . . . . 



. £1, for five years, 
; £1, for five years, 
. £2, for three year9, 
; £1, for five years, 
•. £1, for five years, 

5 guineas, . 
. £1, . . . . 
; £3,for five years, . 
. ^''^i . . . • 
. £2 a-year during his life. 
°. £25, . .' . . 
. £2, foT&vey^an, 
. £10, .... 
. £10, forftveyettre, 
, £5, for five yeaiH 



£ <. d. 

10 

10 

100 

6 

10 

3 

2 

100 

3 .0 
10 
80 

10 

3 

5 

10 

50 

25 

10 

5 

100 

5 

10 

5 

10 

30 

10 

10 

10 10 

5 

25 
10 

5 

10 

100 

5 

10 

10 

5 

6 
200 

6 

26 
6 

10 

5 

25 

50 

60 

5 

5 

5 

5 O 

6 
5 
5 
5 5 
10 

15 

5 

25 

10 

Vy Q ^ 



^ JMnetMDoiiudI.esq., 








10 


" Bohen M'Doimell, esq., jf.tk, 






£2, for five years. 


. 10 


'> William Drra™", ««!., 






£1, for live years, 


5 


" UbarlM TuEfe. eaj.. . 








2.-. 


" Huffb Law, esq^ <j,c,, 


















'J lP[lli,i,ii J. Chaniney, esq., . 






2 guineas, for at leaet 


SI 


Ell mum] Meares Kelly, esq., 






*2, for live years. 


10 


















45, ... . 


5 


Robert Taylour, esq., ll...., 








5 










3 


IVilliam K. CuHu'k Srnilli, esq., 






tS, for five years. 


10 


The Rev. P. S. Henry. i>.u., 






£15 a-year during bin life. 
























H-illiBinA. Hunter, CM]., . 






. £5, for ten years, . 


50 


n'iUiau. Allen, e.»q.,J.i-., 






£10, for six years, . 


60 


Aldernmn Roe, ii.i., . 








20 


LBn^rord Rae, c«q., . . 






£1, tor six yean., . . 


6 




















20 


Wy vllle TlioinaoQ, esq., ll.d., 






6 guineas, for lax. yean, 


31 10 












John Kenny, esq.. 






£\ 


1 


Martin .1. (.'rein. e«q., «.<... 






fl, . . . . 


1 


Barrj- Delauy, (Wj., ii.Li., . 






1 guinea, for flva yeare. 


5 5 








.£1, for six years, . 
£5, and £1 for five year?, 




Joseiili H. i:orbett, etq., M.i... 






10 








£100, .... 


100 










10 








£20, for five years. 


100 


Riibcrt U. Ksne, esq.. 








1 


.1. A. Jlillar B.K., 








5 


John Mi'orlioari, <>scj., «.!•., .. 






£1, for five years, 


6 


Louttrlol -StuililiTt, Li-i)., .. 






£1, tor. three years, . 


3 


Colunvl llntrie"!!. 






£3, . . . . 


3 


J. W. Ikttliell, e».|., M.D., . 






£1, far.ten years. 


10 


Mlchai^l M. 'Uuuld, esq.. 






£lft . . . . 


10 


H. M. Jone^ es.,., . . 






£100, .... 


100 


HiB Grace the Uuke of Welllngto 






£50, ... . 


50 


G. "W- lltmans e*l-, ■ 






£3, for seveii yeiirs, . 


31 


Rev. SlriffattJacks-iu, 






£3, . . . . 


2 


William Lover. efi.[.,M.n., . 






£1 


1 


George L, Craik, esq., li.d.,- 






£1 a- year til) further notice. 
























Wllllnin J. Martin, aq., M.D., 






£1, for eleven years, . 


11 








£1, (or five yeara, 


6 


T. O. I«-. esq.. 
















£1, tor twenty years. . 
£50, ... . 




CharIeK Ilopea, esq., 






50 












WUliam M'Creetlv, es.)., . 






£:J, for five years. 


IS 


Edward Smith, esq., . 






£.j 




John Kane, esq., 






£10, .... 


10 












) lleuiy Bmen, esq., m.i-., ii.i_. 






£10, for five yews. 


50 


Rei-. Charlea E. Tisdnll, i).D,, 






£1, for five years, 




Henry Thynne, esq., . 






f 1, (or five years, 














Jauiea WilWD. esij., . 




















I.iculennQt-Geiicnil Younft 
.)ulin.J. I.loy.i, rs').,j,r., . 






ii ■ ■ ■ ■ 

£6, . . . . 


5 

fi-o 


EdviBraRiiSBell. Mj,, 








. ^ (! 


lirin-'lfj Marlay, esq., r.T., 






£26, ... . 










£1 a-year lift IvoMist twiXa 




, famiiil H. Oowati, esq.. 











90 



Arthur P. Clears*, esq., 
Sadleir Stoney, esq., J.r., 
AVilliam Barker, esq., m.d., . 
Robert Nesbitt, esq.. . 
The Earl Fortescue, 
Gilbert Weir, esq., 
S. A. Cochrane, esq., . 
Charles Hurst, esq., M.D., 
Bichard Barrington, esq., 
JoluA Busteed, esq., 
Bichard Dowd, esq., . 
Thomas Wilson, esq., . 
" A Friend," by James Wilson, 
*' A Country Parson," . 
J. B. Ball, esq., . 
Michael T. Bass, esq., M.r., . 
Bev. Bichard Wrightson, 
William O'Halloran, esq., . 
Edward Hutton, esq., m.d., 
Per Gilbert Weir, esq. : — 
City of Glasgow Bank, 
James Pritchard, esq., . 
Alexander Hayes, esq., 
Bobert MKDowan, esq., 
J. and C. Browne & Co. 
William Barrett, esq., . 
Peter Bedfem, esq., m.d., 
Lieut-Colonel J. Boxburgh, 
Bev. Samuel Moore, 

B. Waters, esq., m.d., 
William G. Andrews, esq., 
Thomas Fitzgerald, esq., j.r. 
William Molony, esq., 
Edward J. M*Sheehy, m.d„ 

C. Joynt, esq., m.d., 
B. N. Matheson, esq.. 
Captain Norton, 
John Purser, esq., m.a., 
John Duggan, esq., m.a., 



esq 






£ 

£1, for ten years, 10 

«C>1 , • • . . 1. 

JE3, 3 

£1, 1 

£26, for three years, . 75 

£1, for ten years, 10 
£1 a-year till further notice. 

1 guinea for ten years, 10 IC 
£5 a-year until further notice. 

£1, for five years, 5 

£1, for five years, . . 5 

£6, 5 

£2, 2 

£1, 1 

£100, 100 

£20, for five vears, . 100 

£1, ..*... 1 

£6, 5 

£10, 10 



2 guineas, ... 2 2 

2 guineas, . . .22 

£1, 10 

£1, for three years, . 3 C 

£1, for five years, . 5 
£1, 10 

£10, 10 

£2, 2 

£2, 2 

£2, 2 

£5, 5 

£5, 6 

£1, 10 

3 guineas, . . .33 
£5 a-year until further notice. 

£5, •••..50 

£100, 100 

£1 , for ten years, . . 10 
£1, for six years, . . 6 
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